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Cob6opna xsBiHMLA BuOUAA OJUHALATY. Byau-
i [no3ixajud NO03aMUKAaHUMU CTOpPaMU KpaMHHIb.
JItoAcbKUH ByJaUK JajxuBcsi Ha Hiu. CHOOPOXKHITHMH
BYJUUSAMH AiTOBUTOI0 MPHUCHILIEHOI XOJO0I IIPOXO-
JUJIH NPEACTaBHUKH JAOMAUIHbOT'O OrHUINA 3 I10BaX-
HUMH 00MMYYsMU Ta 3ropO/eHHMMH IocTaBaMHu. Ta
IIOpYY HHUX JIETKHUM KPOKOM i BeCEJIMMH BOIHUKAMH
[UrapoK 3a3HauyyBajld CBOIO OE3XKYpHiCcTb ,,MOJOM;I".

Jlo ocrannix MabyTh Hajdexajn jaBa TaboBi
CTaplIMHY 3 BiJ3HaKaMH COTHHKa Ta mopyusHuka. Ocb
BOHHM HJYTb SIKOCb TakK 3HEBAXKJIUBO, MOBJSB: ,,[TIOCITi-
€MoO... Halle Bix Hac He Breue“. Hanpsam iXHbOi X0IHU
BHUSABJsE 30BCiM BHUpa3Hy TeHJeHUil0 B 6ix ,Imme-
pismo“.

— J¥Baxa#, ApceHe! — BecelO cKasaB crap-
mui. — He nmigBexu!l.. He mocopoMu Mapku HITaoy...
Tu me cBixuil mraboBelb... He OOCTPINSIHHH...

YopHi oui cnanaxHyJH: -

— biiics Bora, Ilerpe: s kxinbxaHaUsTh MicsLiB
6yB Ha (pOHTI, a TH Kaxem — He OGCTPiAAHUI!.

— Xa-Xa-xa-xa! — Imupo 3acmisfiBcs cTapuIHf
TOBApHII, aXX COHHHUU Bi3HHK CTpENEHYBCS Ha CBOMY
cizani. — Bigpasy BUAHO, 11O TH, 6paTiky, 3eJeHUi...
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Takox 3HaHmoB aprymeHtu! Tyt BoroHp e crpa-
wHiyH, 9K Ha QpoHTti... Yeka#... ocb mobauui, sK
crpinge ouuma Jlioci a6o Kerri... ax y mnsArax BiA-
Yyeml...

Hab6amxamucsa g0 6apy.

Hiuni Timi Benaw cMiguBimi aTakd Ha BYyJIUYHi
JiXTapHi, IO BiACTPiMIOBANHCA MEPEXTIUBHUM IIPO-
MiHHAM. IM momaras ,,IMmepisgp cCHOnmaMu BeceJOro
CBiT/Ia, IO IJHWJIM BiJ IIHPOKHUX BiKOH Ta 3 pO3Ma-
XOM BiTUUMHIOBAHHUX JBepeH.

HBepi BiguuHamucsa mopas dacriuie.

'magxo BUMOLIEHMM MiAI310M, NPHKPALIEHHM
rapHUMH KiaboMOaMu, IiJKOYyBaJHucsa asTa, IIO-
BO3M; 3 HHMX BHCiJadu IaHi Ta NAaHOBE, CTaplui Ta
MOJIOIIi, HUBiNbHI Ta BifCbKOBi — BiZpasy mnomna-
Jlaloud Yy PO3rOpHeHi pameHa cnoxychHBHx JBEpeH.
TinbKy BUMAAKOBI NMPOXO0Xi, IO iM ,,00cTaBUHU" He
J03BOJISIIA  BCTYNHTH 10 ,Imnepismo®, nosupanu
3a3JpUM OKOM Ha 3aBicy 3auapoBaHOro cairy. ,,.3
Kupy OicaTbCcs... He MawTh JAe rpomed noxitu!..”
CIUIIOHYB 3 MepecepasM SIKMHCh NMOBaXHHUHA 0aTbKO
POAMHY i NPHUCHIIIUB XOIH.

— Tu BenaBHO 3 moJs, — mnosuaB [letpo —
MalyTb BifBUK Bix ToBapucbKuX ¢dopM. Tox rasiy,
ApceHe: He IOKa3yil BEJHKOr'0 3aXOIIEHHS YH 3[H-
ByBaHHs. B3arasi He BHfABJIAN BHPa3HO CBOIX MOYYy-
BaHb. Tpoxu saropHucsa Ya#aba-Tapoapgosum mniaa-
LieM...

— Ta Bxke 3 TebGe O6ymy npukaapn Gpatu, — Hi-
6u HeBJOBOJIEHO OypmoriB Apcen: — I[loBuaem, fK
I'iMHa3HCTA...
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Apcen y Aylli Mo4yBaB LiKaBicTb i Jerky Tpe-
my. lle rimHasucToM 3axonuia HOro CBiTOBa BiHHA.
3 psimiB 3amacoBOro IOJKY KHHyJda HUM A0 oOdiunep-
ChbKOI IWIKOJM. 3BiATH Ha MNiBJIeHHO-3aXigHi (POHT,
Jani — O6e3noceperHbO IO CBiTOBiM BiliHi — BiKHa
‘3 MOCKaJsMH, DiXkHi YKpalHCbKi YacTHHM, NOYHHA-
FOUM BiJ IMOBCTAHChKHMX 3aroHis. I mo KimbKaHaLATbOX
Micsusix MapuiiB, 00iB, OKOMiB, HiuJiriB mo Cijb-
CbKHX XaTax, MO JOBIUX Micsilufx TilecHOro BHCHa-
JKEHHS Ta AYXOBOTO HAaNpYy:KEeHH — IONaB BiH O
mraby apwmii. Temep BiH Mae cBixy Oinu3Hy, 340pPO-
BHH COH i mpuBaGu GimblIoro Micra.

Sl ra#BOpOHHS Ha KHHEHY KiCTKy, Tak 3 yCixX
CTOPiH KeJabHepHu v (hpakax KHHYy/IHCS Ha3yCcTpid Mo-
JIOTUM TOCTSAM.

— A! nane cornuky! Ilpocumo Omamkue! —
KIIAHSTUCS.

— TloBaxauHs, maHoBHa OpaTie! — BcMixaBcs
Ilerpo: — Cporogni koao Hac 2Kopx i Tpyb6a#mo...

JBa KeJbHepH BHCTYNHJH HamepeJ i BKJIO-
HUJMCS.

— A e — noKa3aB COTHHK Ha ApceHa — Mil
ToBapuin i Apyr. [lpomy foro miaHyBaTH Tak, fK
i MeHe...

XKopx i Tpybaiao B3siad Bij BifCBKOBUX IIH-
‘HeJli, KallKeTH, CTEKH.

Tl'octi BBilIVIM 4O cali; 3a HUMH B IPUCTOHHIH
Biggani KenbHEpH.

Iletpo Ta ApceH mnepexanu 3arajbHUH MOKJIH
TOBAPUCTBY i BHOpaau cobi CTONMMK HANpPOTH CLEHH
A1l BeNIHKOI0 JAATaHIEl0.
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— Iloxumo zABi Yapku KOHSIKY i LUTpHHA —
xoMaHayBaB [lerpo: — HakpuTTsi Ha YOTHPH OCOOH...

— CayxaeMo! — KeJnbHEpH KHHYJIUCA BHUKOHY-
BaTH JAOPYYEHHS.

ApceH OrJfHYB SICKpaBO OcBiTJeHy canato. Ha-
npotd. HUX OyJsa cueHa 3i COyUIeHOK B3aBicow, Ha
akiit AMop mpucrpacHo uinyBaB [lcuxe. [lepen cue-
HOIO Ha caJi MicTuaacs cajbOHOBA JaMcbka OpXe-
crpa. Ha criHax — ManroHkH, roGeniHH, CBiUHHKH.
Binst criH — cTOAMKH, Kpiceaka, BasOHKOBi KBiTH..
Ilocepenuni cani Beauka, rapHa MnajdbMa-JAsTaHis.

Sk MyXW KiCTKy LYKpPY, Tak rocri moo6cizann
Aesiki cronukd. Cmix i Jlerkué ramip HanoBHSJAH MO--
BiTpA, Je 3 maxomaMu mnepdyMm 3maranucs Kiyow
TIOTIOHOBOTO JUMY.

Bix opxecrpu Bigginunaacs MoJaoJa, rapsa,
CHJIbHO TiAMauabOBaHa KiHKa i migifiimia mpocTo a0
CTapLIHUH.

— A, Am6o! 3xopoB! daBHo TebGe He OGauusa
— ycMmixanaca 3oaotrumMu 3yGamu Iletposi.

— Illbomaro 6ya310... — mnpusitaBcsi 3 Herwo [le-
tpo: — Cignafi, Jlroci, 6ynp macka 3 HaMH... Ara... BH
He 3HaHOMi? Mili Apyr ApceH — MOsI NIpUATEIbKa:
Jlroci.

ApceH [J3eJeHbKHYB OCTpPOraMH i HONiJyBaB:
PYKY CBixili 3HaloMif.

— Twu Bxe cmiBama, Jlooci?

— Yxe...

— IIkopga, mo He uyB... I Tebe 3aBcigu 3 Ta--
KOI0 IPHEMHICTIO CAyXamw...

ApPTHCTKa 3aJ0BOJIEHO BCMiXHYJacs.
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— Jlas tebe, SAm60, 6yny Xoubum i XO paHKy:
chiBary...

— JIsKyto... TH pobpa MiBUMHKA...

Tumuacom Tpybafino poscraBasB mnocyn, 2Kopx:
IpHHIC KOHSK. :

-— A rtm, Jlioci, yoro xoyem Ha MOYaTOK: KO--
HAKY 44 JdiKepy?

— Ta B2Ke KOIM pPiBHONPABCTBO TO PIBHONPAB--
CTBO: HexXa¥ Oyme KOHAK!

— Ile nBa xousaku! — rykeys Ilerpo no~
Kopxa: — A Temep uus Gyge TOuKa?

— Tenep cniBae Kerri!

— Hy, Apcene, nogip! Kerri — kackagna Cmi--
Baykd, BOTOHb... Tpumancs!

ApceH, 1110 A0Ci MOBYaB i HiIIKOBO KypuB Hami-
POCKY — IOYEPBOHIB i MO-AUTAYOMY YCMIXHYBCH:
BiH xani6bHO AMBHBCA Ha NPHEMHE JHYKO Kabapero--
BOI apructky, uio Oy.aa samara smGom-Ilerpom: min-
cmixagsacs, ,,pobusaa ouxo“, KOkeTyBasla, IKOH MNpO--
JOBAYBaja CBOI €CTPagoOBy pOJIO.

3arpana MysuKa.

bypxnmea mennoiis panToMm CKOJMMXHYJAA CHO-
KiHHMM MjaecoM cadni. 3acoBrajucs Kpicia, sIK KOJOC--
KH JKHTa Mig NOAYBOM BiTepus, 3aBOPYUIHIKCH [O-
JIOBH, HaXHU/AIOUNCA B CTOPOHY CUeHH. MyxUuHU Ty--
CaKkaM{ BHUTATaJd WM, JaMu HacTaBJSAIH JAbOPHETH.
A Ha BciXx 00/MMYYSIX — YCMimIKa, MigXMedeHa alb-:
KOTroJIeM i HAHKHM TaHIUEM.

Mauim! Bakxiunuii TaHeupb!

Ilinnecnacs sapica. Ha cueHy MeresHkom BH--
nypxHyJa 30J0Ta OJbOHAHMHKA 3 TOJAYOHMH OYHMMa:
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JexTo Ha cazai 3amjeckas y JOJOHI. Po6ueHo-
-COJIOJKOI MIHCKW BCMixandacsa AiBuMHA i 3aZ0BOJIE-
HO oOrJjsizajna cadmio.

Ta och ii 6e3:KypHO-O0AUNYKHUEH NOTIAN 3yCTPiB
HesHaHi il yopwmi oui. ,IIlo 1e 3a rictb?“ — HEMOB
.0m crpenenynacsd. Ha XBuaMHKYy crano ifi MJOCHO,
micsisg 4oro MPHUEMHO, Haue Ha COHJAHIi, KOJH KO-
MIMYOK Cllajzae BHH3; IyX CIHpae, cepue Hi6H mepe-
crae GUTHCSA, IIOCh COJOAKO JocKkoue miewi. TaH-
I0OBATH II[0-Be4yopa MAas Oafjny:xux, 30BCiM Hellika-
BUX 0ci6 — ocrormano. Tak dYacTo IIyKasa BOHA
‘ouynMa Tiepea Co6GOK KOroch, XTO PiXKHHBCH OH BiJ
miei Macu MasekiHiB. UuM Biu Mir Ou piXKHHUTHCH?
— cama He 3HaJja. | He Bipuza, M0 3 Takoi BUTEPTOI
weCTpazm'6apy — BUTEpPTOi, Haue 4oJsa Ta Ayii Hid-
HUX KAaBapHSIHMX TIOCTed — BOHa MorJaa 6 HaHTH
SKyCh JIOAUHY... AX, ska e Oyna HaiBHa, OGe3HaniH-
Ha Mmpisi! Tpeba 6yJno BCcMixaTHCs AO BCiX OJHAKOBO
— i no tiei cBoei HaiBHOI Mpii... OcTOruAmIO...

A npore BOHa fKOChb aiGramnacs, CTpemneHyJaacd
i BiX HOBroro yacy BIleplie IodYyJa $SKyCh OXOTY
‘TaHIIOBATH, 'ApPHO. 3aTaHLI0OBATH, 3pOOUTH BpaKiHHS.

Uac 6yB yKe MOYMHATH, 60 My3HKa He TiJbKH
TIpUNIpOLIyBaJa, a BXe BHMarala pyxy.

I nmarno ii rHyuke Tino BifgipBajaocd Bij mimxmao-
I'H 1 IOYaJI0 KPYXKJATH. ¥ 3BHUalHI pPyXH BOHa BKJa-
Jaja MHMOBOJI TPOXHM HiXKHOCTH, OaxaHHs BigopBa-
THCSA Big semui. 3BHuaBiHO ii 6aJeTOBHH OJsr LOIO-
MaraB iH @epezaBaTH 9KO MOra CHUJBHillle 3MHCIO-
BicTb, BiaxkpuBatH NpuBabJUBICTH CBOro Tila — Te-
nep BOHa poOGHia 3ycHJIsl, L[O0G BU3BOJHUTHCS Bil
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TOi TinecHoi 3MHCJAOBOCTH, fIKa 3BsA3yBaJa Ii 3 ii He-
cTepnHEM OOGOBS3KOM — JOCKOTaTH HH3bKi IpH-
CTPACTH UYXKHUX JIOJAEH.

3xaBagoch ift Ha MUTh, [0 My3HKa Mae B coOi
ONsIH/AMBicTL ii BJacHOI KpOBH MepeMiHEHOI B
OTPYTY...

3 HamiB BigKpuUTOI Ty6OK0 i MacHHMH OYHMA
BISIIMJIMCS O4i SIKOICh JIHCOI TOJIOBH B ii CHOKyCauBi
cTerHa, B JeJBe MNPHKPUTI OJHUCKYYMMM KDPYKamblisi-
MH rpyad. Bona Gaumia, sIK CMaKOBHTO MifcMixasa-
¢ sKach MOTBOpA, NMPUIMOKYIOUH S3HKOM, Koau Ii
KOpPOTeHbKa CIIiJIHHYKA JErKOI0 KHTaWChbKOI mapa-
COJbKOIO MiJHOCH/AAcA Bropy, BigxkpuBarouu 3BalJ/u-
Be TiJO.

Ha miny camio 3aidyHaB NpPUEMHHHA, CHJIbHUH
roJoc:

Mawiuw — wyoosu Taneu,
Hanury i epie,

Ipusis tioeo ecnaneup,
Moei mpii!

Cocri mizcniByBa/su, NPUCTYKyBaslu HOraMu AO
MiAJIOTH, YH PYKaMH JO MapMypoBuX cToaukiB. CoH-
Hi oui BHOJHMCKYBaNM, BHKDHBAEHI yCTa MHMOXiTb
ckaananucsa B ycMmimky. HeBugHi HUTKHM Jy4yuau ca-
JII0 31 CIIeHOI0 B OJHYy rpomany. Yu cmpaBji Ha caJio
CIJIUBaB (JIIOix i3 KiHYMKIB MaJbliB TOi AiBYHHH, L0
3 pDO3NPOCTEPTUMH, K KpHJaA y JeTi, pykaMu, Npo-
OyBaJja BTPUMAaTHCS y IMOBIiTpi?

Ta 3a KOXHHUM pa3oM, KOJH Ha OJHiCbKy MHTb
HacTpifl cnabiiaB Ha caji, JiBUMHA Mycinza 3yIHHH-
THCh, 1106 #Oro po30GypXaTH HOBOW CTPOQOI0:
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Maxiwa ranyrosana

A 3 wum? — ne 6 eaoui
Hlaxnancore nonusaaa
Y cenaparui...

TaneuHHuUsT JeMOHCTpyBajsia Ty He3BHYaHHy
JAeKIio y ,,mmam6p-cemape”.

[Ty6auxa moOuTh ABO3HauHi KecTH. Kpicaa
HEPBOBO COBTaJUChb, YyTH Oy/0 CMiMMBi XapTH CTap-
mux Ro6pofiiz, mo MHixmaby3HIOBaJuUCh MAO CBOIX
MOJIOJAHUX CYCiJOK.

Apcen migmaBaBcs HactpoeBi. Konsx poGuB
CBO€ — IOMaraB 3a KOXHOI0 HOBOIO Yapkolo. Ap-
CeH CTEXMB 3a NOpPyXaMHU 3BHUHHOTO Tijla, He 3HAaB,
Yyd Ue TiAbKM MeXaHiuHi CyZOpOrH, YM MHCTENTBO,
3a IKUM CKDHMBAETHCS KHUBa JIOJMHA.

SiM6o EixipBaB moriAx BiJ CBOEI NapTHEPKH,
MOBEPHYBCS JO CLEHH i THMXO CBHUCHYB:

— Oro! BbpaBo, Kerri... 6paso, Maxal..

A Ta HeMOB OHW JaJji ONOBimaZa OCTAHHIO MIil0
CcBO€i Tparepuii:

Az, namo, mamo, mamo,
A nawo opany:

3¢ 00Ky Wi i3 MeHe
3poduay oamy!

locri xpuyaam ,,6paBo®, cTykaqu B Tapiiku
I IKJAHKH, TYIOTiTH HOraMH.

Kerri kaaHaaaca Ha Bci croponu. Ii oui meca-
MOXiTb B8BEPHYJMCS O CTOJNHKA, Je CHJIIB DPYMSHHUH
IOHaK 3 4yopHuMu ouuMa. Ti oui Tarau ii xo cebe, wi-
KaBHJIH CBOiM JMBHHMM CYIIOKOEM, IO TNaHyBaB Haj
YCMiXOM i BecelHM HAacTPOE€M MOJOJAOro CTapLIHHH.
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3aBica BmaJja.

Ha caai xBaBime 3abiranu keabHepH. Bucrpi-
JIIOBA/MH KOpKH, JA3BOHUJAM yapkd. ['oMmiH 3pocrtas,
AkOW BCi Ha caJi NIOHHO Temep Npuraganu coobi, mo
BBeChb JleHb HIi4Oro He IHJH.

[lerpo mizmic mazeunp Bropy. IlizckoumB Tpy-
Gaiso. [lerpo HamucaB L{OCh Ha Bi8UTiBLI, mojaB ii
KeJbHEpPOBi 1 e I[OCh LIENHYB HOMYy Ha BYXO; TOH
@JACTHUHO JsABIPYIOYM MOMIXK CTOJMMKAMU §K KiT
NPOIUMUTHYBCA 11034 CILEHY.

[lerpo 3HOBy JgaB 3Hak. IluTaliHUKOM 3irHyBCSH
Kopx:

— Ocsarep 3 MaHOHE30M...

— Pas...

— Koraeru gpe-Boasi...

— JIBa...

— CMmaxeHi Kypinku...

— Tpu...

— JHecep...

— Yorupu...

— YopHa KkaBa...

— Ilare...

— 3yOpiBKa, KOHfAK, O€HeJUKTHHKA... HA YOTH-
pu ocobu... Ane xkBaso!

— Ciayxalo, maHe COTHHKY!

— Uexai me, — synuHuiIa KeabHepa Jlroci py-
XoM pyku: — A npo meHne, 5IMGo, TH Bxe # 3aGyB!
— 3 JOKOpOM rasHyaa Ha [lerpa.

— A 1o Take, JUTHHO?..

— 3abys yxe npo MajeHbKi 3a6araHk TBOEi
JIroci?..



14

— Ara... 3amoB c06i caMa... TH Kpallle 3HAaEell.

— Hexaii 6yze i Tak, — 3iAXHyJa yZaBaHO BO-
Ha: — Onmnxe cayxap, 2Kopxe: kaBisgpy, ycCTpuUi
i masumky 3aMopoxeHoro ,Penepepa“...

Kerri cupina 3a To# yac y cBoifi rapuepo®i i
npo6yBana 3xartd cobi cnpaBy i3 CBOro mepuioro
Bpaxinas. Kinbko BoHa Bxke 6auuia THX CTapUIMH?
Uy MOKHa JOBipsATH mepmioMy norasgosi? o Ta-
Ke oui? — Moma aywi?! He i#i nosropsitu ui ¢pasu!

AJze it Gyno 6 wWiKaBO NMO3HAHOMHTHCS OJaHKYe
3 THM HOBUM IOHaKkoM. Morma Ou nompocTty nimiiTH
Jno Jloci — Ha Hei i Tak yekae $IM60 3 1i mpusTeb-
Komw... Hi, cama He mige. Hexaii He AyMaroTb, L0 pO-
outrb 1e 3i 3BHukM, npodeciiHOi  O0COPYKHOI
3BHUKH... .

[i nymxu nepeGuB KeJbHep.

— Ilan §IM6o xoTiB MeHe Ga4UTH? — CTPYCHY-
Ja 30JO0THCTHMH Ky4yepHKaMH. -

— A 11 yoro, Cnokyco, Tak JOBro jaja Ha
cebe yekaru? — npusuTaB ii IleTpo.

— Mycina-xx s nepeOpaTucsi, He MOIJIa-XK TaK
NpOCTO, 3i CHeHH J0... TebGe? 3a GaraTo 3a3ApiCHUX
Ha caqi! — 3axapTyBaja. — A TH rajaeml, 00 TH B
NOJIKY, Je MOXell HaKasyBaTH.

— Hy, Bxe He cBapucs... IPOCHMO OO0 TYpPTY...
Ile mift gpyr Apcen... Ilopyuyaio iforo TBOi# omimi.

— Ilopyuynuk Bypko — mnouepBoHIB ApceH.

— JlyxXe NpHEMHO, — BOHa mnojana ApPCEHOBi
PYKY, fIKy BiH 2aTpHMaB Ha MHTb JOBLIe, HiXkK MOBH-
HeH OM HpH Mepliii 3HAHOMOCTH.
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— Ap, Jgerme! — KpUKHyJa apTHCTKa. — ...
cnaba icrora.

Apcen inle Gijbllle MOYEPBOHIB i 30EHTEXKHUBCS..

Kerti JykaBO yCMiXHYyJacs.

— $ImM60, — 6auy — xoue, m106 s BaC CbOrOJHI
GaBuaa. Un BaM Tak CTpalleHHe Hyzmo, Yd BH CaMH.
He BMieTe GaBUTHCH?

— I ByngHO... i He BMilo. J1 pizko 6yBaw B Ta-
KHX.. — He 3HaB: YH Mae ckasaTd ,,Kade-manran®
— ...y ToBapucTBi. MeHi 31aeThbcs, MO 1€ 51 TOBHHEH
Ou Bac OaBHUTH, Takui OOOBSI30K MYKYHHH... AJe-
Oirme He BMito... O, x0oTiB 6H BaM CKa3aTH KOMIIJi-
MEHT, IO BH TaHIIOETE 3 AylIei0, aje — —

BiH nouyepBOHIB yXe Ha 1iay HIOKY i HecMiau--
BO BYIIMHUBCA HAa HiH CBOIM TapHHUM, YODHHUM OKOM..
OpsdrHeHa B CajgbOHOBY OJakuTHyY cykHiO Kerri BH-
rasjgana CBiXKO, IHTeXireHTHO. ApCeH 3IMBYBaBCH,.
0 BOHAa TakKa MoJoja 36au3bka, 06e3 3MOpPLIOK
AoBKoJsa oued i ycr. Ilyapa Ta mmiHka ckopime:
LWIKOAWAMU I1H, HiXK IIOMaraJji.

A B {1 cMinuBiM, WITYYHO-3yXBadiM MOrJsigi 3a-
CBiTHIMCA SIKicb MfArKi, HixHi BOrHHMKH. Haue xpi3b-
TYCTHH CePIaHOK YOPHHUX JIMCTONAJOBHX XMap IpO-
Hepcsi KaanTuk TpaBHeBoro Oaakuty. Kapmin 3 ycr
NEepPeKHHYBCs Ha IiUKH. 3iAXaHHAM NPUrJIyIIHIa Yy--
JKe i 3BOPYINEHHSI — YH X JAHYHTh BOHO IIAHCO--
Herui? [IpUTHINEHHUM rOJOCOM MOKBANHO MHiAXOMHMJIA:

— Ulo xk?.. mocraparocs Bac pPO3BECEJHTH....
BaButu rocreii — ue Ham 060BSI30K...

— A uyoro Mu TyT GyZeMO TaK HATSTHEHO CH-
aitu? Ia, nramensita? AHy, raiiga, 40 3aTHIIHOIO-
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ruisgeuka! — ryxnyB Iletpo i migmic pyky: — Tpy-
~Oafise, NPHUIOTYHTe KalOTy IMiJ YEeTBEPTUM i yBechb
farax IEepeHeciTb TYIH...

— Cayxaro!

3a KinbKa XBUJIMH TOBAPHUCTBO BUTiZHO pPO3Mi-
“CTHJAOCSA B OKpeMiM KaOiHeTi 3 NpHUTEMHEHHM DOXe-
BHM CBITJIOM. Ha croJ/li NOSRAATHCST CMayHi 3aKyCKH:
Ma¥ioHe3, KaBisip, ycrpuui. Y Basi 3 JbOJOM CTOSB
LraMIaH.

— AHy, IiTH, KOXHa XBW/IHHA, 110 MHHae 0e3

npaini, BTpaueHa — KomauzaysaB Ilerpo: — 3a Haue
napyb6o1pbke!
Bunuan — 4osi0BiKH 3yOpiBKH, HaMH KOHSKY.

ApceH uyB, sIK HOro OOroprarThb SKiCh TeIli
xpuai. CraBano npueMHo, 6e3:xKypHO, He Tpeba Oy-
g0 aymatH. KomMapHHM CHOM 3[aBajocs, MHHYJa
nmoHeBipka Ha (PpoHTi: BiH HaBiTh He ysaABAAB COOI,
1[0 Ha CBITi MOXYTh OyTH Taki rapsi peui, sk oT Ta
My3uKa, U0 NOpUBae 3a co0O0 JIOJMHY B CBiT Ja-
JEKUH BijJ AiCHOCTH, Ti HAIUTKH, 10 HAPKOTH3YIOTh
HepBH, Ti MOJOAI KiHKH, IO XOBaKTh y CO6i NpH-
‘BaG/MBY, COJMOJAKY TAEMHHUI0. XTO Moraa OyTu 30-
JoTaBa OJbOHJAKWHKA 31 COKOBHTHMHM YCTAMH Ta 3HaX-
JHUBHUMH (opmamu?

— ToBapumii! — xapTiBAHBO nouana Jhoci: —
A 3Haere, y Hac He Bce rapasi.. Hema noBHOI rap-
_MOHII.

— JIxoi To6i me rapMonii Tpe6a? — XpHYaB
Iletpo — maemr OpxecTpy, luiaMmad, Haule TOBapH-
«CTBO!
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— Mu BCi ,,xpemeHni“: ,dm60“ ,,Cnokyca®,
«,,Cohomca“. A lLiefl Ham HOBHUM TOBapHII — IOra-
uuH. Tpeba ¥oro ,,0XpecTHTH i JaTH fIKeChb TapHe
iMg Ha CIIOMHUH Hamioi 3ycrpidi.

— lapra aymkal A micas LUbOro MOXKe BHIEMO
Opynepmadgt! — migxonuna Kerri. — Koau ocwmi-
JUTbCH... A NOKHIIO — —

Bona MOTOpPHO HaJWJaa [ABI YapKH IIaMIaHa.

— Any, Jloci, cnouaTky BH OOHIBOE...

Hesrpabno, poanuBaroud BUHO, ApCEH BUINB
yapky (CXpecTHBIIM pYKH 3 IIAHCOHETKO!0), IOTiM
TOPKHYBCS ycTamMu Juus Jloci.

— bpaBo! bBpaso! Axe Haml npuarenb inysa-
THCA e He BMie! — mjeckana B foJOHI KerTi.

: — Bin 3naeTbca i He 3Hae Ie, IO Take KiH-
ka — mensdys i Ilerpo: — Mycum #oro npocBiTu-
Ty, Kerri... Xaoneup rapuuii? [a?

— 2KOBTOX3100HK... HEMOBJIS...

— Ocp i ima! — migxonuaa Jlwoci: — INan Ap-
ceH Oyne HasuBaTuce ,,2K0oBTOA3100UK !

— 2KoBroj3mo0uk! 2KoBToas3ro6uk! — BHIYK-
HyJH BCI.

— Hy, renep 3 Heio Gpyzepmadt! — KoMaH-

ayBas Ilerpo, HalMBal4M Yapku.

Kerti BxKe omaHyBasa CBifi CeHTHMEHTANbHHH
HacTpili. Bona Oauuna nepex co60l0 rapHOro roctd,
AKMH il nmopo0aBcs i sIkOMY BOHa, 37a€ThCs, IPH-
nmana g0 cepusd. 3aBTpa Bin mMabyTh mie3He 3 ii oueH
i He 3HATH, YU NMOBEPHETHCS... 3are CbOrOAHI BiH 3
HEI0: MJISIUKM NOBHI, NMOJYMHCKH MOBHi.. — Hexai

2

_—-r'"',_

e
M e
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X M““"‘"’ aviena G16MOTOIE
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JKMBE 30JO0THH MeHT! — Xorina KpPUKHYTH, aje 3a-
BOJIOZiNa €cO60I0.

Cxpemyloun pyku 3 ApceHoMm, KerTi HaBMHCHE
NPUTHCHYJacsl JO HOTro paMeHH CBOIMH TpyAbMH
I JyKaBO CTexuJa 3a THM, K XJOIlelb MiHHBCA Ha
06/11YYi.

Koaun Bunwiam BuHO, KeTTi Ha OAHY MHUTh
BCMOKTaJacs ApceHoBi B ycra. Bin cxonus ii 8a craH
i HEMOB JIMTHHY MijHIiC y HOBiTpPA.

— Hy, ue B nporpamy He BXOJHUTb... TH... BeX-
Menio! — BigOuBasacsd BOHA, XO04 i He Jyxe OOpoO-
HHUJIACH. :

— A TH CHJIbHUH.. HEAMOBIipHO CHJIBHHH, —
CKasdasa HOMYy, KOJU TOH OMNyCTHB ii Ha 3eMJIO.

lupo, nmo-guTsiYOMy BCMiXalwuucb, ApceH IO~
SICHUB:

— Slk 3a BiXKH NIOTArHY, TO KiHb cTae AyOa...
AHy, IOTOpPKHHCH, fIKi Maw OilemncH...

Bin sirHys y Jixti pyky i HanHsB Ms3u. Kerri
JOTOPKHYyJIacsl JO paMeHH. 2

— 3auxi30... crnpaBxHe 3ani30.. Sk TH 00ii-
Maell, AyX CHOHPAE...

AX TpHAKMYypHIA OYi, KOJH 3aLUPKYBaTO TPYC-
HyJa Ky4epsiMH:

— Ta XT0 3Hae, UM LS pyKa He MilHima, —

NPOCTArHysna HoMmy cBow: — TH... 2KoBroxswooe!..
— JliByaTa, a XTO 3 Bac TYT r'pae PoJiO rOCIO-
JAHHI? JMBITbCS, YapKH NOPOKHI — 3aBBaXHB JIMOO:

— Mu o06uzBi... 3a ueproso...
[loyamu 3HOBY OHUTH.
Jltoci sacmiBaja:
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Slel Yy aysi 4epeona KA uHa
Hozurunaca —

Yoz0cv nowa caasna Yrpaina
Samypuaaca’”...

IleTpo, mo cnoyaTky ciayxaB IIicHi 3 omyiie-
HOI0 TOJIOBOIO, SIKOCb CTpEINeHYBCSfl, JerkKo CTYKHYB
PYKOIO IO CTOJi i IIepCTKHM TOJOCOM TIepepBaB
CIiB:

— Jhoci, samumm! TTaTpioTHUHMM TiCHAM He
Micle TyT... po3yMmiem?

IIlancoHeTKka HIAKOBO 1 3AHUBOBAaHO TIJfHYJA
Ha HbLHOTO.

— He cepaucs, SIm6o... SI-x XoTinra 3poOHTH
T06i NPHEMHICTb...

— Hy, 1o cmamu moch i3 cBOro penepryapy
M wypiB i3 sanmimasa. Hami micHi Moxwza cniBaTe
Ha creny, y MHoJi, Ha (PpOHTI...

KerTi IKOCb HEpBOBO 3JPUTHYJACH:

— A cmpaBji, KOChb naTpioTHyHa 60€Ba MiCHSA
He JHYUTH KadaperoBi.. Tam cTinbku Ay, cepud,
npaBAuBOi MIOOOBH... a MH...

ApceHOBiI 3paBajnocs, IIo Haue 6 sIKach TiHb
Jsriaa Ha ue morigHe auuko. Kerri 3ixxHyrna i cBo-
iM DPHEMHHM, Telep CXBUJAbOBAaHHM, TrOJOCOM 3a-
chiBaza:

LAisuarka, oisuarka, Oisuarka 3 ,,Bapere”,
JA10608 nosaxna ue we re”...

PBamuca HuTKM Becenoi npsixi, Oe3XypHiCTb
cmojoxaHa Inpuyainacs. HeMoB TaemHi cyTinkm TH-
XHMH, KOTAYHUMH KDPOKaMH INOYaldH 3aKpajgaTHCSI Y
JKBaBe TeMIIO OeHKery.
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[letpo e nmoMiTHB — BiH yCbOMYy HaJaBaB TOH
— yce 6aumB. YCMIXHYBCS JO CBOEI CyCigKH:

— Amny, Coaoaka, aaa Mmene: ,,Bix PocToBy mo
Kaskasy“!..

Jlroci nepemorsia ce6e ¥ 3 kKaGapeTroBow Opa-
BYPOIO TMOYAMa [OMYJIAPHY NiCEHBKY:

Bio Pocrosa 0o Kasxkasy
He sionosuna wi pasy...

A IPHUCYTHI HiAXONUIH XOPOM:
Konanwoupam — oupan,
Odiivupan — yupan,
Hacamuparm — awupan,

Paxy-pax pan!

JIroci, koxerywouum Ilerpa, 3amicTh ,,OJITYp-
HEKK", JOokiHuyBana: ,KamiTaHuyuku-uuku'‘; a Kerri,
raagsaun ApceHa pykol mo o6gauuyi, ciiBana HoMmy:
,, [IETTIOPITUKH -UYUKH, MOJIOKILBL . :

KenpHep npHHIC KOTaETH, HAXUIUBCA JUCKDET-
HO no Ilerpa:

— Ilane COTHHKY, TYyT y Hac € OJMH TiCTh,
AKUH Ayxe XOTiB OW NO3HAaHOMUTHCS 3 MaHOM COT-
HUKOM... Ilpocurp n03BOJYy mpHenHATHCH KO BallO-
0 TOBapUCTBA...

— XTO BiH Taku#i?

— Arent Big Many(akTypHOI ¢abpuku 3 Bino-

CTOKA...

— | 3naerbcs ,Ham nOpusiTeab’, — HeHaye
snHeueBsa KuHyB Tpy6aino: — HasuBaerbcsa Kotiisp-
CbKHH...

— Ara, Tak... Hy, To npouy nyxe, — 3anpocirtb
naHa KoTasapcbKoro ClIu...
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— A 3 xuM BiH? — kuHyJaa g0 2Kopxka Jloci.

— 3paerecsd, 3 MajgeMyasenb Banporo...

— Hy, ue me moxuBe... 60 s He xOrina 6 Oy-
TH pasoM 3 TaMaporo... s 3 Hel THiBaloCA.

B posuuHEHi JABepi BBIPBaJMHCA 3BYKH OpXe-
CTpH, LIO rpana ,Kek-yoka‘.

Kerri ycmixHyJmacd:

— He 6itica, Jlioci... Tamapa OH TaHUIOE...

Heb6aBom po kabiHeTy BBIiHIIOB TrapHO OJAr-
HEHHUH, CepeiHiX JiT i HeO3HauyeHOro ,,3arajbHO-eB-
pomeficbKoro“ Burafaay 4ouaosik. 3 HuM Oynaa TOBa-
PHILIKa, Tex apTHCTKa IbOoro Kabapery.

IToyanu 3HAOMHUTHCSH.

— Meni nani Banpa nigmama nymxy, — HIOH
BUIIPaBJyBaB CBiH YUYMHOK HOBUH ricTb, — NpHERHA-
THCS JO BAalLIOro, MOE IaHCTBO, TOBapHCTBa... fKe
BMie Halikpamie OaBUTHCH...

— Jlyxe, ayxe IPOCHMO... I[aHe... 3JIaEThCS,
Korasipcbkuil? — n06pOAYIIHO BCMiXHYBCSI 10O HbO-
ro Ilerpo.

Bin mixBiBcsi i 3BepHYBCA IO NPHUCYTHIX:

— [lpoxaro maHCTBa JacKaBO BHOAUYHUTH MeHi,
110 3aJully BAC HA XBUJAWHHY CaMMX: MyHIy HiTH 10
IocrayaHHs, 4d INak g0 OydeTy, XONOBHUTH Hali
3amacu... Mu jgicrasu B mopy migmory, a XapuiB OChb-
OCb He CTaHe...

— llpomy nana corHuxka He TypGyBaTuCH, —

rapsaye 3anportectyBaB KoTaspcbkuii: — s Bxe [1aB
3aMOBJIEHHS. ..
— E, Hi, Ha ne s He no3Boaio — ynepcsa [le-

Tpo: — Baina uepra mie Ha Bac NpuilJe, a Ternep BH
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NpH HAWIOMy CTOJI — Haul IicTs! d 3apa3 BepHyCH...
BuGauaire...

[leTpo BHHIIOB.

_ [lanoBe crapmiuHd 3 wmrtaly apmii? — no-
yaB KoTaspcbkuil, 3BepTalouuch 10 ApceHa.

— Taxk....

— Jlyxe, /yXe TPHEMHO  Mi3HAaTH BacC... ¥
mrabi npeKkpacHi CrapiiuHM.. A Moxe ¥ ,iHTepec
3po6uMoO... 51 mpeacTaBHUK OilIOCTOLBKOrO KOHIEPHY
manydakTypHux ¢dabpuk: ,TekctuabHa Acouisuis
,Boaokuo“ C. A.“ Moxe uyau? IlpuixaB 3amporo-
HyBaTH JOCTaBy CyKHa, NIOJIOTHA i Take iHIIe AJs Ba-
moi apwmii... Ta npo e nisuime...

KenbHepu mouanu BHOCHTH HOBi CTpaBH Ta
18600000978

Koau mnosepHyBca Ilerpo, HacTpiit cnazaxHys
3 HOBOIO CHJIOIO.

B Apcena kpyruiaocs B roJioBi — i Big BuHA
i Bix armocdepu, HacHUeHOI ApaxJIUBUMHU nepdyma-
MM i TIOTIOHOM. BiH He 3BHK JO Takoro IIBHAKOLO
TeMIa — Hi NHTH Hi POOMTH 3HAHOMOCTH. ...BayuHo
Ha3BajJa HOro oTa CHOKyCHHMIS ,,KoBTOm3100kOM"...
[Monpasai Bin He 3HaB jpoci xkiHOK. YuraB mpo HUX
0araTo B pOMaHaX... 3HaB YCfAKi THIH.. Mir HaBiTh
BECTH JHUCKYCil0 PO HHX... AJe BiH He CHAIB ime Hi-
KoJu TaKk OJM3bKO NPH TapHiii MOJOAiH kiHui, mo
CBOOiHO Opasa HOro 3a pyky, IOBOJAMIACS 3 HUM fK...
O, came nporo BiH He BMiB c006i 3ACyBaTH, SIK BOHa
3 HHUM TYT MOBOJHTBHCA. BiH poci yomych aymas, 1o
HIaHCOHETKH lie L[OCh TaKe Helllupe, HerapHe, XOJIO0IHE,
MOXKe HaBiTb... oOpuianuBe. A us Kerri — ski on y
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"ei oui! JuBUTbCA B HUX — 1 He HATHUBUTHCH...
Skice Tenui, Becedi.. I Bcg BOHa Taka IpHEMHA, SIK
HYKOpPOK. Moxe Tpoxu 3a cBOGIJHO MOBOIUTHCH, —
ane me-x.. ne-xk if ¢dax i 060BA30K... il TyT TpH-
‘MaKTh.

Kerri, six HaBMHCHe, 3auimae Ioro: ToO uepe-
BHYKOM HAcTyHnHTb HOMY Ha HOTY, TO IPUTHCHETHCH
KOJMIHOM A0 HOro KOJiHa, TO I'PyAbMH JAOTOPKHETHCH
JO paMeHH. ApceH BTsrae B cebe 3amax KOHSKY,
TyJApU Ta Ie YOrocb HE3HaHOro, Bim 4YOro Hamepe-
MiHy TNiTHie TO CTae XOJOJHUM fK MPOKyparop. BiH
1ouyBae, L10 IOuMHae OOBUHyBauyBaTu cebe: ,,Ha-
Bilo s croaud npudmioB?.. o ue 3a nigospine Tto-
BAPUCTBOP..%

A KerTi cuaNTb NPU HbOMY 1 HaIinTye:

— 51 myxe 060 AHUBHTHUCS, K TH MIHHIICH...
0O, o!l.. B ouax y Te6e cmajaxylTb BOTHHKH... ¥X, fIKi
majeHi... Xuxi... Sk y Kora, M0 30HPAETHC CKOUH-
TH Ha MHIIKY... A Moxe Tu xouemn MmeHe 3icTu?

— Xouy! — ocminseTbcst ApceH, ale caMm IbO-
My He BipuUTb: — A BH...
— Illa! — Bona saryauaa oMy poT pyKow. —

Mu-x Bunwin, uro6 , THKaTHCH®... :

Bona npucyHynacs Tak G6GaM3bKO, IO BiH He
3HaB, fIK BUCYHYTH CBOW JiBy pyky. Tpeb6a 6y.a0 pi-
IIUTHCA. 31aBanocss HOMy, IO HOro Tilo HalpyXKH-
JI0Csl, IK KOJIMCb Ha (DpOHTI, kosu TpeGa 6ymno HTH IO
araku. CriB 6pakyBaso HoMy; BiH He BMiB HUMH rpa-
THCA A4 3a0asu. Hapas mopuBUacTo INPUTHCHYB
CBOIO CYCiAKY 10 ceGe 3 He3PO3yMinow cobi camomy
CMITHBICTIO:
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— A TH He 6ofumicg KOTa — MHIIKO?

— Hy, Hy, nase, pyku npu co6i.. He Bmieur
MNOBOJHTHCS B TOBAPUCTBIl..

Bona Bixxusauiaacsi BiJf HbOTO, IONPaBJISIOUHA
CyKVOHKy. Ii auuxo npubpano Gaipyxuil Bupas, Odi
HOXOJOJHIMM, Ha UYOJi 3sBUJAAcCS CYBOpa 3MOPIIKA.
TinrbkH B KyTHKAaxX yCT XOBaJjacs HEMOMiTHA JyKaBa
ycMimmKa, Kol He Jgo0auaB 30€HTEKEHUH XJAOMelb.

— Bubauatite... 1 He 3HaB... He OYAY...

— Cugity npucrodno, 60 inaxme mnigy co6i
Teih .

3uifgKoBinmMi ApCeH BUIISAAAB TaK pPO3rybJeHo,
IO BOH& aX YCMIXHyJacs.

— Ha nepmuit pas Bu6auaio...

B kaGimeri 6ysno ramipHo ta Beceno. Epoc 6yB
yaKe MigXMe/JeHHMH -—— JKBaBillle BTHCKABCSA MNOMiXK ma-
pu. Iletpo npuruckarwuu no cede Jlroci ta xapryrouy,
niATpumMyEaB posmMoBy 3 KOTJAAPCHKUM, IO MiACiB 10
HbOT'O OJIHXKYE.

— 4] mMaB OM OO maHa COTHHKAa OJHY CIpPaBY...
Has Hac 06MABOX Lie IyxKe Ba)KHE...

— Ilpomy nyxe... :

[Tlerpo BiacyHyBes Bin Jlioci, sika xou i Haxyaa
I'yOKH, 110 Npo Hel 3abyBaiTh, BJIOBOJMIAACT PO3-
MOEOI0 3 Bamunoro.

KoTaapcbkuii BUKJIAJAB CHpaBy:

— 91 — arenr Ginocroupkoi manydaxtypu. Haur
KOHIlepH Mir OM B3ATH Ha cebe JOCTaBY CYKHA JIIs
Balloi apmii...

— Tlpoury gyxe... 3BepHITECS 10 HAILOrO HOCTA-
YaHHS...



— B riM-TO i piu, mame cortHuky.. S nomam
odepry, ake XO0TiB O6W 3apy4yUTHCS BANIOI0 JOMOMO-
row, wo6 ii npuHanu. Bu, na"e coTHUKY, XicTaHeTe:
FapHUH OPOLEHT... TO BaM Halexurhcs.. Cnojisa-
I0Csl, 3aMOBJIEHHS Oyje BeJHKe.. OTXKe 1 Balml Big-
COTOK...

— Jlaxyio, ASKYIO... MeHI HiYOoro He tpeba... Aje
IO 2K 1 MOXKY JJsd Bac 3pOOUTH?

— Jlyxe 0Oarato... Ajse HacammepeX BHUIEMO 34
ycrix Hamrol akimii...

Korasapcbkuil HaMuB KOHSKY.

— Bame 310poBJsi, NaHe COTHHUKY...

— byasmo...!

— $lk6u BU MOrau, IaHe COTHUKY, TO S IPOCHUB:
6H Bac MOJATH MeHi JaHi, KiIbKO BU morpebyere CyK-
Ha CHHbOTO, XXOBTOro i tak jxaJii.. Ha mizcrasi nux.
JaHHUX 51 Mir OM BUTFOTOBUTH O(epTy JJisi Ballloro KO-
MaH/yBaHHS...

— Ara, — 3poaymis [lerpo: — ce6ro, HI6H TO:
OIS MiXOTH, KiHHOTH, uu 1o? [lo6pe, s MOrOBOpIO-
3 HAUAJIbHUKOM TOCTAYaHHSL...

— JlecaTh MPOLEHT BijJ 3aMOBJEHHs OyaeTe Mma--

. lle Bamia sakoHHa MNPOBi3isi, — MOCHIWIHO KO-
kunyB KoTaspcbkuii Ha 3amepeuMBHU pyx CTapmH-
HH: — 3peuiTol $IKOCh MOTOAHMOCH...

Ilerpo HeMoB OHM JaJi NMPUCAYXABCS A0 MY3HKH,.
mo jgoJiraza dyepes kopujop i3 cami. Ta necmomui-
BAaHO MiJBiBCA i AOBipOYHO HIenHyB g0 Kotaspcbkoro:

— Ilpomy, mane ToBapMIly, Ha XBUJHHKY 32
MHOIO Ha KODHAOD.. YMOBHUMOCS WIOJAO Hamoi 3y-
cTpiui i... B3arani Hamoi cnpaBu.. Bbo TyT He 30BCiM.
3PYUHO... '
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— Tlpomy xyxe...

‘Bouu monpsimMyBajgu J0 BUXOLY.

— A Bu xymu? — ckpukHyau Jlroci ta Banga.

— Tlpocumo BUOGAUUTH 1 3aueKaTH OJHY TiNbKH
XBHAMHOUKY... MaeMO BaxHy CIpaBy.. — BUIPaBIY-
Bascs Ilerpo.

Hasite Apcen BigipsaB Bix Kerti cBolo migxme-
JEeHy TOJOBY i IVIsSHYB y Hampsmi BUXOXy. 3a XBHJIH-
‘Hy HOMy 3/aaocsi, 10 B KOPHUJIOpPi MaiHy/JH 4epPBOHi
aKceJqbOaHTH IMOJbOBUX KaHIAPMiB.

Heza6apom Ilerpo BBiHIIOB caM OJMH.

— ITan Koraspcbkuil mpoxae BHOAUHMTH: HOro
HArJIO BHKJ/HKaKa JUpeKLis (paOpuKH i BiH MyCiB Bil-
dixaru...

— Haxa6a! — 3 ob6ypeHHsaM KpukHysaa Banna:
Hasgirb 3a Beuepro He 3amjaaTus!...

HepnoBoseHa, 3 mnepecepAssM BHIMJIA YapKy
i Buiimga 3 KaOiHery.

— Becenoi Bam 3a6aBu!...

— Tu Bxe Hpem? — MJIs YEMHOCTH CIHTa/la
Jlroci.

— He Oyay Bam mepellKOJXKyBaTH... Mily Ha
.€adio...

KenbHepu BHeCAH KaBy.

— Hy, Apcene, six TH ce6e nouysaem? Yu BIO-
BoJieHH# i3 cBoei cycimku? — ycmixasca [leTpo mo
“TOBapHUUIA.

ApceH, 36uTH#l cnaHTeauky xoxaojnom Kerri, Hi-
$IKOBO MOBUaB.

— He 3Bux g0 rtakoi 3a6asu... A tH, Kerti? —
nigMopruyB $iM60 — He 3aHyjujacss 3 MOIM TOBa-
"PULLEM P
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— A60 ue myxunHa? Moro ax npocutu 1peoda,
1106 moiinyBaB, — KokeryBana Kerri.

ApceH NpOCTATHYB 10 JiBUMHHM pyKy. BoHa Jxer-
KO CKOUMJa, i cima oMy Ha KOJiHa.

— Yekait TH, Beameio!... — i MpHUCTPAcHO NO-
HinmyBana Horo B ycra.

Apcen He posyMmiB Hiuoro: e HemaBHO OyJa
o6ypeHa, Koau BiH mpobyBaB ii 0O6HATH, a Tenep cama
ninye?... ;

[ToBOAUBCSI CTPUMAHO, XOY MOYYBaB, II0 Mae
OXOTYy BiJNOBICTH HA Wi LiMyHKH — BHUSIBUTH il CBOIO
cumnarito. Benrexuna ioro Bca us armocdepa npH-
JIOJHOCTH — TOJIOCHUX PO3MOB,  HpHCAr, OOilMIiB,
cepej IKMX He MOXKHA OyJO pO3MexyBaTH NPHHSATHX
MepTBHX (HOPMYI Bijl IPOABIB JMHOJACHKOrO MOYYBaHHSI.

Kono apyroi roguHu mouanu po3xXOJHUTHCS.

— Twu si mHOI0, $IM60? — cnurana [lerpa Jlioci.

— JloGpe, npoBeny Tebe LOLOMY...

— A 1u, 2KosronsiwobGe, nposemem MeHe? §
MENIKal TYT HeJaJeKO... — JOKUHyMAa i co6i Kerti.

— YoMy Hi? mMar yac, MOXYy NPOBECTH...

— CnpaBxHilt BeaMmiab!... — 3acmisiacs.

Konu maHcoHeTKH mimuu o CBOei rapaepo6u
3a muamamu, Apcen sanuras Ilerpa:

— A 1m0 TO 3a OJMH, IO 3 HaMH GyB?

— DbiJgbmOBHIBKHHA IUNULYH... — BiJANOBIB
crokiiino Ilerpo.

— Jle x BiH mojiBcs?

— 3aBTpa JoBijaeuics.. AJe MOBYH... HIKOMY
Hi CJIOBa...
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II

— Hy, woro-x tm cras? [Ipomy BBifiTH... [ifi-
CHO, XOBTOZ3I00UH... bolmca?

[licas Toro, six ApceH TPOXH INPOHIIOBCS BYy-
JUIEI0 Ha CBikKiM OCiHHiIM NOBiTpi, HOrO roJaosa Npo-
sicHiia Bix xMento. | Temep Hepilyduil CTOAB NepeN
Boporamu oMy, o ix Kerri BigiMkHyJa i 3anumuia
Hactixk. Bin ynepuie B xutrti OyB y Takii curyamii. —
Moro ManuB TyT HeBimoMuil, HeGe3IeUHHH CBIT — XKi-
HOYe KOXaHHsl, ane i 6eHTeXUB, JsIKaB, IK HOBUKA, IO
BHpiC Ha MYXX4YHMHY, a MaB illle JOCBim i cepue MO-
710 LS.

ITicasa ngHoi HOul BBIATH A0 sIKOICh KiMHATH JiB-
YUHHU, 3 SIKO JEJBYU I103HAWOMUBCH... Hy, i 3HalO-
MmicTb! XTO-2X BOHA MOxe OyTH, KOJW CHiBa€ Ta TaH-
[[}0€ [10-BeUOpa B TaKOMY JabokaJi?... fcHo... [IpaBaa,
il moBeiiHKa TPOXM iHakIIa BiJ ii TOBApHINOK, ane-kK...
e Tex MOKe HajZexard [0 INTYKH 3BaOJIIOBAaHHA
my:xunH. [Ipuramas co6i XpoOHIKY i3 HIOJEHHOI OYJb-
BapHOI IIpecu NpO Ti TAEMHMIli HIYHHMX JbOKaJ/iB, AKi
IIOJHST BpaHIi BUIUBAJHCS Ha BYJIULIO, KOH HAB-
MHCHE MYCIIM CHJIMBATH JO KaHaJiB.

slkochb cam co6i He BipHB, IO He MaB JOCi Ha-
roJi BBIUTH JO CaMOTHbOI KiMHATH MOJOJO{ camo-
crifinoi xinku. Kinbko icTopift mpo Taki BiJABIAMHHU
uyBaB BiH Bix cBOix ToBapumiB! Koau Ha HbOroO
NPUXO/MJIA Yepra OIOBiJATH, IPHKHAABCA, LI0 TeX
Mae CcBOi TaeMHHLi, aje He BMi€ IX OIIOBICTH, He
MOXKeE.

[IpurazyBas co6i, siIK 4acTo TYXKHB 33 CIPaBXK-
HiM 3HAKOMCTBOM 3 IHTERIreHTHOIO, HI2KHOIO KIHKOIO,
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sika... Lo Bce me mae cmimbHOro 3 gKorch Kerrti
3 6apy — MOXKe JIOHBKOIO IKOTOCh CTOPOXKA, BYJHU-
HOrO MiHsIMa, ChiibHHYKOiI0O bBor 3Ha xoro 3 Ttux
3aKyJ/JICOBHX apaHKepiB HIYHOI ry/abHi N0 MIO3IK-TO-
Jax i xabaperax...

XOTiB ckasatu npocro: , BuGaure, ane s 3aB-
Tpa...” Tak jgerko 6yno sépexaru H{OHEOYIb...

— llpomy safiti — NOYYB BiH TakHii HiXHUN
roJioc, Mo BCi HOr0O CyMHIBM MHTTIO PO3Bisiidcs, —
He zamxoauTb micas Takoro GeHKeTY TDOXH BiAMmO-
uutH. Mu nomnpasgi i He Manu HaBiThb HArOJH MOPO3-
MOBJSATH. ..

Cnpasji, BiH 30BciM He 3HaB ii, BapTo OYiC O...

3 cisel BBifimm B kimHary. Kerri sacsirumia
€JIEKTPUYHY JISIMITY.

Tunoea KiMHaTKa Ka0apeToBOl apTHCTKH. 3a
napaBaHOM Imada Ha CykHi i aixkko. Komo BikHa Ty-
a4l€TOBHH CTONMK i3 J3epxanom i Gesqaiuuio hasiko-
‘HiB i KOpoGok. Ille oxuH 3BHUAHUE CTOMMK, Kpicaa,
YMHBAJbHUK. B KyTax — TOpU KOPOOGOK Bix Kanento-
xip. Ha BikHi — cnuproBa MamIuMHKA, Ha CTiHaX pe-
npoaykuii i3 ()paHuysbKUX 1MIOCTPOBAHHUX KYPHAJIB
— 3pe6Gigbuioro ,Nu au salon®.

Ha naparani, Ha cnuHKax Kpices, HaBiTh HA
{17031 — YaCTHUHU KiHOUOI OJeXKi: MIOBKOBI MaHYO-
XH, CTAHHKY, CYKOHKH. =

— Ilpomy poarocrtutucst... Cimagi i 3auexail:
A Mylly nepebparucs...

Boua nimia 3a napasas, i ApceH uyB mapymiH-
HS LIOBKY.

sdoro s ryr? o mene ciogu samecao? Uum He
Kpamie BrekTu?”’ I3 1iKinbHOI JMaBH BiH MilIOB A0 Bili-
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cbka. [lepebyB Garato mapuiB, 00iB, IEepPEXHB HEOJ-
HY BOEHHY NPUIOJY, aje 3 XKIHOUTBOM OJHiKUe He MaB
Haroau 3ycrpivatucs. Moxe caMme TOMy, 30BCiM CBi-
oMo #oro toapuil [lerpo 3BiB MOro 3 XiHKOIO, A0
sIKO1 BiH He moTpebye JNOBro 3aNMHUATHCS, He MOTpedye
OPUAYMYBAaTH TapHUX CJiB, 1106 Ni3HATH TOH 3aua-
pOBaHMH CBIiT, IO HOMY BBHKABCSl TaK 4acToO y CHaX.

»Takux’ XKiHOK ApceH 37aBHa 0OfIBCI Ta YHH-
kaB. UyB 10 HUX AKYyCb opraHiuHy Bigpasy. Auae Kerti
Haueb6-TO — He ,,Taka’: BOHA MHJA, rapHa, pUEMHA.
Bona — aprucrka. l... 31aeTbcs1, BOHA Bifpasy Biguy-
Ja JJd HbOTO CHEUisIbHY CUMIATiIO... ITOBOAUTHCS
3 HUM B0BCiM iHakmle, HiX 1i TOBapHIIKH...

Hi, BiH 3anumuiuThbes; BiH MyCHTb INi3HATH Te,
npo mo Tak 6araTo TO HaTsikaMH, TO 3 TaKow Opa-
BypOIO OIOBiJa/JH INe B I'YPTKYy TOBapUIIiB-riMHa3u-
cri. lllo Bin cxasas 6u I[leTposi? Vlomy copomuo Gy-
e mokasaTtu cebe ,,2KOBTOA3I00KOM”.

ApceH Ha BCi I'yA3UKH 3allHHAE CBOKO TPEMY.

Kerri BufillNa 33a napaBaHy i3 IPHUIYADPOBAHUM,,
BiJICBI)K€HMM JIMIE€M, OJACHEHA B JErkué HuIsipox.
3xaBanocs, NiJ Li€l0 TOHKOKI MaTepielo Bie HiYOro:
igmoro He OyJO — TaKk BHPA3HO BHIVIAJAMH 31103a
Hei ¢opmu Tiaa.

— Bunemo yopHOi KaBH... e BiAcBiXKye roaosy
— CKasaJjla i moyajza mopatucs KOJO CHHPTOBOI Mma-
LIHHKH.

ApceH NOXaAJMBUMH OYUMA CTEXHB 34 BHIH-
Hamu ii Tinma. IHKOMIM BOHA JOTOpKaJjacs CBOIM KOJi-
HOM ¥MOro KoJiHa — TOJi UyB fIKich apixaxku. Moxe
e OyJa0 BiA 3ycumisi, 106 3aBOJOAITH COGOIXO.

Ilpunaxvemu xaBy, Kerti Hanuaa aBa MajeHb-
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Ki TOpHATKA; OJiHe NpHUCyHyaa ApCeHOBi, Apyre nocra-
Busa co6i. Cama cinma mopydy i nmoyana NpHUrJAAZaTHCSE
rocresi, iKOU UYeKalOUW MOJASIKH 3a TOCTHHY.

Kerri ycmixHyaacs; BiH Hiskosie. Ilpuranana co-
6i $ImG6osi c1oBa, WO ApceH ,He 3Ha€ Ie, IO TaKe
KiHka”. Hepxe- BOHa Ieplia Mae€ BiAXHJIUTH Iie-
peJ HUM 3aciIOHy, 3a SKOI CKPHBAE€TbCs 3aXOBaHa
:kara? HeBuHHHIAP... 3BiAKHCb HAaZeTiNO 23iIXaHHA...
I[OCh BOPYXHYJAOCS B PPYJASIX... ULIApNHYB HUM CIO-
rag... | BoHa Koauch Gyja Taka camMa — HECMIJNHBA,.
yycra... A 1m0 XKUTTS 3pobuno 3 Hew? xuTTa? — Hi,
BOHH YOJIOBIKH... :

I uye, six HapocTae kiayO6OK — I10Ch Haue oOpa-
JKeHa CIpaBeJJIuBiCTh, xKaxo6a MoMcTH... HeHaBUCTD P
Hi, HeHaBUCTH BOHA He BilUyBa€ O I[bOTO XJOMI.
He moxe uytn — ui oui: rau6oki, Tenui, mupi, HaiB-
Hi, mapazisylTb yCIKMH HeJOOpu# Binpyx; ame i —
BaOATh. XOTijna 6 3piBHATHCH 3 HUM — LIUM BHPIiBHf-
Ja 0 OZMH DaxyHOK OiJbllie 3 XXUTTAM, IKOMY BOHa
He MaJja 3MOI'M BiANJIATHTHCH.

Inmanina Ha HBOrO NPHUXHJBHO Haue MHUJIYBaia-
s, BiH JiereHbKO 0JiJ, TO YepBOHIB.

— IlIkona Tebe, mOpyuyHUKY, sIK yOIOTH Tebe Ha.
BifiHi... TM MeHi mojgoGaenics... TaKHH MOJOAMH, 370-
poBuii... 2Kanb TPaTUTH KHUTTS.

Apcen ycmixnyBes. Lls tema — BiiHM — Oyaa
oMy GuusbKa Ta npHeMHa. Bajabopo Biamosis:

— Hexa#i y610Tb... KOroch Mycsith yOHTH, Ha Te
BiHa... AJie i 51 BiAIpaBHB Ha TO¥ CBiT HEOJHOTO BO-
pora, o HamociBcsi Ha Ykpainy!

— Tu i3 THX ,,[IUPHUX’, 3aB3ATHX? — JErKO:
YCMiXaloyHCh 3amuTaJa.
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ApceH CIIOBaXHIB.

— He kaxu rak, Kerri... Tax yacom Hatii Bopo-
TH-MOCKAJIi KeNKYIOTb i3 CBiIOMHUX yKpaiHIiB... 5 Ta-
“KHH, IK 1 BBeCb HAlll HAPOJ — BUKOHYIO CBil OGOBsI-
30k... Ex, Kerri, tn )xuBem y micti i MabyTh He 3Ha-
€lll, IKUU TapHUH{ Hawl Hapoxa Ha cedi.. llxonma, 1o
TH He 3HAEell ceJqa...

— $I? He zmnaro cemna?!

Kpisb nyapy Bucrynuiau B Hei pymsHui, BoHa
Haye 3aCOPOMHJIACH BiJl TAKOrOo 310Tajay, LIO XKHUBE
AKHMCb IITYYHUM, KaBapHSIHHM XHUTTAM. HOro npuii-
1IOB CIOAM LleW TapHMH, MaJbOBAaHUH, aje TaKMh Ipo-
CTHH, HAIBHUHU XJOIelb? 3aMicTh IMiKaHTHHX TeM,
MACHHUX JBO3HAUHHUKIB, 3aMicTb (bJipTy -— 3raaye
BiliHy, HapoJ, pifHe ceno.. A mporte il Temsno, mpu-
-.eMHO. Haue npuBuziBcsi JaBHiH COH, Haue 3a0yTi MoO-
JOIULI BUPUHYJIU 31032 MPAKH.

BinsepHynacsi, mo6 He IOKasaTu CBOIO 3BOPY-
LIeHHS.

— MoxauBo, mO g ¥ He 3HAW.. cexa SK
Tpeba...

Crano ifi mocagHo Ha camy ceOe. Horo-x BOHa
MiIaeThcsl Hapas sKifich MensgHxodii? Yu He nmomajae
TiJI0 BIJIUB I[bOTO CMapKaua, L0 J03BOJAE HOMY CaM-
Ha-caM PO3BOJUTH sAKych (inbocodiio?

KokeTmuBo TpycHysa KydepsMH.

— Er, mo ram npo ne rosoputu! Tu or kparie
CKaXXM MeHi: ud Xodenr GyTH MOIM YOJOBIKOM?

Bona 3HM3WIa roJOC JAO MPUCTPACHOTO IIe-
nory. Bin 3auBoBaHuiM, AKOM NepeNAKaHdi, IOIVI-
HYB Ha Hel.
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— Yomosikom? Yomy Hi? XOTiB OH... TiJIbKH
MOJKe ITi3Hille... Temep HE yac XEeHUTHUCh — - BilHA...

Kerri He po3yMie, PO IO BiH Ka)ke i AJg HeB-
HOCTH llle pa3 MHTAaE:

— To Tu cupaBli XOTiB OM KEHHUTHCH 3i MHOIO?

— A uvomy-x Hi? Tu MeHi moaobGaemcd.. ...
‘... J106q10 Tebe i...

Kerri rosocHO CMi€ThCsI; TaK CMieTbCs, IO
Apcen po3ry0/ieHO OIJISIAA€TbCSl HABKOJIO, Haye IIy-
Kae nopaju B uiei madu, B LLOrO CTOJHUKA: HEBXKE-K
BOHa IJy3ye cob6i 3 HbOro?

— Xa-xa-xa-xal... Hu uyBaB XTO Take? Bin 6u
XOTiB KeHHTHCs 31 MHOI0! 3i MHOWO!!! EX, AypHuKy
Mifi JKOBTOZL3IOOMH!...

Ax Temep BOHA mouyBae Haye 6 3micTh — Ha
‘ce0e, IO He MOXe€ HAUTH LOCTYNy JO LbOTO HAIBHO-
IO XJONUs; BiH 30BCiM He BMi€ IOBOJUTHCS MO MY-
JKECbKH... JIerkMM CKOKOM cina #oMmy Ha KoJaiHa, /-
BOIO pYKOIO OOHsiza 3a muto. [Toaa iif masichpoxa Bix-
ropHyJacss Ta OOHa)XHJa HOTY; TPOXHU BHIIe KOJIHO
BKpHBa/JAa Ie€ IIOBKOBA MAHYillKa, MiClUsl Ha TOJiH
HO3i OimdM MapMypoM BiIOWBaJHCb BiZ TEMHOLO
LIOBKY.

MoJogu#t xanoneup TpemriB. Uys, sk Bix il Tina
NEPENUBAETbCA AO HbOTO $§IKeChb OTPYHHE TemJao Ta
HanuHae HepBH. YopHa KkaBa [MOBUHHA Oyna HOro
BCIIOKOITH, Ta Hi, — cepue OeTbcsl I10pa3 XKHUBille.
KpoB kpyxisita B HbOMY 30BCiM iHakuie, fIK ZOC.
‘Moxe BiH Taku 3abaraTo BUmHB? TpeGa 6 3po6GHTH
oJiHe Oiablle 3ycH/isi.. Ta BiH He MaB CHJIH BCTATH.
Tpe6a 6 Gyno moch ckasatu i mitu... [llapnHysCs,

3
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aje BifuyB, mI0 He Ha Te, 0O BiiiTH. HeHaue kpisb.
SIKHHACh CepNaHOK MPSKH YYyB TiJMbKH KaryuyH# IIemiT:: -

— He xBuJIotics... He XBUIIOHUCS... TIpolly Tebe:
HE XBHJIOHCAL...

...Komu ApceH pO3nJIOHIUB O4i — i3 3JAUBYBaH-
HSM NOMITHUB, IO BiH He y CBOIM JIiXKKY.

Baiguii paHOK COPOMJMBO 3a3UpaB Yy BIKHO:
i BHfIBUB HA0YU yBeCh HENMOPSIOK, L0 HOro xOBaja
JIUCKpeTHa Hiu. ApceH CIoyaTKy He MIr' BTOPOIATH,.
SIK TO MOIJIO CTaTHCsi, IO BiH TAaKH¥ TOYHHH i CO--
JiAHUE, TaKk 6e3JaJHO NOPO3KHAAB CBOI peui.

[Topoxi npurazyBaB yce. PymsHens copomy
3anuB HoMy auue. BogHouac y HbOMy 3Maraaucs ABa:
PiKHi MOYYBaHHS: SIKHXOCb TOPJAOILiB, IO HapeumTi
NMepexXHB IIOCh HOBe, IO PiBHAJMO HOro 3 iHIIMMH
TOBapHuillaMy 30poi i AKOrochb Oocrpaxy, Yd He MOIAaB
BiH y xaJjeny 3pOOUBIIH Take Jerke 3HaluOMCTBO.

[louyB sikechb Hmapy/iHHsi 3a IapaBaHOM y KiM--
HaTi.

— Yxe npokuHyBcsi? — cnutana Kerrti? —-
Opsraiica Ta MHHCH... TaM € CBiXka BOJA.

Ojsrarmouncs, ApceH XBHJIOBaBCA: fIK BiH IO-
rasHe Ha Kerri, sik mojauBuThcs il y Biui? Ha xBH-
JUHKY pHHyJa AyMKa: TiKaTH; aje Bifpady BOHA 3Hifl-
KoBina i 3Hukaa. Temep yxe 3amisHo... [loBoauBCs
SIKOChb MAalllMHAJAbHO, AKOW JOpY4YUB yce 10Ji, Hexai
caMa BUPILIUTb, YUM L€ CKiHYHTbHCH.

3a XBUJAHHY NOUYyB cebe cMinuBille, KOJH HOro
ByXO TODPKHYB SIKHHCb TemJul, WHpHUH, GaAbOpHi
roJoc:

— Jlo6GpHUieHb... K CNaNO0Cs?P... 1110 GAUYUB y CHiP*
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Moro norJasg no6ir mo miAno3i ¥ 3auenuscs 3a
HixHi oxcaMuTHi BHCTynui. Jlaji mepeckouwB Ha ro-
JiBKy, TNOBsi3aHy OJaKHTHOIO XYCTHHOIO; OOXOIHB
JeTKU# neHoap 3 Oi1uM Mepex)anuM (hapTyIIKOM.
AX Temep HACMiMMBCS CTaTH HANPOTH roayOHX OuYeH,
IO aX CAMM HOMY Ha3yCTpiu NPHUBITAHBICTIO.

— Cipgait... 3apa3 3po6/a0 KaBy i mifem Ha
CIy2K0Y.

Mas Taxe BpaxiHHg, fiKGH HOro MOJOJA XKiHKa
PO3MOBJIsiNa 3 HUM YpaHIi, fiK I10JeHHO.

Apcen 306upaBcsi BUXOJUTH i He Mir. 3a moch
3ayernuBCs cepleM y Li# kiMHaTHi i 6oasye Oyn0 Bi-
JAipBaTHcs Big Hei. Bigrarascs He 3HalOUH, 9K Iova-
TH PO3MOBY.

— Kerri... TH 3HOBy nizem no Tearpy?

Bona zacmisinacs:

— Illo 3a nuranHsa? [leBHO MO mify; me-kK Mik
¢ax, miit 3apobiTOK...

SIkicp 3aszpoili HakoJOBalIH ApCEHOBE Ceple.
B oaHy MUTb ysaBHB CcO0i, AKTO 10 Hel GYAYTh OpH-
XOJNMTH U iHIII MYX4YHHH.. Hi, BiH He Moxe momy-
CTHTH, 06 fAKicb TaM LMHIYHI Haxabu MoraM OyTH
TYT, Ha HOTO MiCIij... _

— KerTi, a MH 11e no6auumMocs? — HeCMiJHBO
3anuTasB.

— Hy, a yomy x 6u Hi? Jl0o KaBapHi ueixe I10-
Tpamuil.. Ta ¥ MO0 aapecy 3Haeul.. [Ipuxoau KoJau
Maell BibHY XBUJHUHY...

ApceH mMoOYaB XBHJIIOBATHCS: BiH XOTiB CKa3aTH
il IOCh TAaKOTO, YOrO BOHA He YyJa IOJHS, a BOHA
SIKOCh TaK o¢iniino #oro 36ysae. Hesxe mpasaa,
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mo B LMX KabGapeToBHX ,JAiBax’ Hema cepuar Ale
BiH MYCHUTb, MYCUTb il CKasaTH.

— 4, Kerri, npu#iny... Xouy 3 T0O0O0 OaudTH-
cd... Tri.. T4 Meni nogobaemics... Tak He MOxe OyTH...

— JloGpe, nob6pe... AKOCb OyJle — BOHA SIBHO
MHIyBajsacs {oro 30eHTEXEHHAM i, fAKOM KapTyBa-
Jaa: — Ajie yBaxat: cmisHuuics o npauni.. To6i tpe-

06a Bxe HTH...

ApCeH 3aMeTyIIHBCS.

— W cnpaBpi... Hy, 10 noGaueHHs, Kerri...

Bona sarpumaia #HOro pyky.

— Tu wMi# chopaBxHil KOBTOA3I0G6HK... o
s1 Maro 3 7006010 POGHTH?... A MpO HaNBaXHille TO TH
3a0yB... 3BUUAWHO — PO3CITHUN MOJOJENb... A MOXKe
TH He Maell TpoIlen?

— Slkux rpouie?

Ha xBu/MuHKY BHAMBHBCS Ha Hei, Haue He poO3y-
miB. Illoch Goasue pisoHYMO HOro MO Cepui.

— JypHUKY TH Miii HaiBHUH... UH-K TH AyMael,
1[0 MH TiMTBKH CaMHM KOXaHHSIM XUBeMO? A 3a Ie
BCe UMM XKe MU OyJeMO NIJIaTUTH? — IOBeaa PYKOIO
O KiMHATI.

ApceH mouyB Haue o6pasy. IloxanauBo CATHYB
JIO KHIIEeHi Mo raMaHelb. XOTiB BHIIPaBAyBATHUCS, IO
BiH He 3a0yB, ane 60sBCs i1 0O6pasuTU. Aje Ha CI0BaxX
BUHIIIO L€ 30BCiM iHakIle.

— Bub6au, Kerri, 1 cnpaBai gKOCb He B3§B Mif
yBary uiei nposu. §1 taku#i poscigsHuil. lle meHi nep-
LIKHA...

lit Texx cramo migxoso. Hemorpi6uo ckasana
SIKOCb 3aHAaATO Pi3KO.
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— bauunl.. g ZaBHO BxKe XOTind Kymuth cobi
HOBY CYKOHKY. He MOxKy BiuHO cmiBatu B Till camiil...
A ne xomrrye. $lk6u T MaB AKy 3aHBy COTKY... 1 Oy-
jga 6 To0i nyxe — —

Bin migifimioB g0 Hei i MOKJAaB Ha CTil TpHU
0aHKHOTH 1O CTO KapOoBaHIiB. JIiBOI0O pyKOI0O OOHSIB
ii 3a craH, y npaBy B3sB ii pyky.

— Kerri, a1 Giablie 3 co600 He B3gB.. Choro-
JHI 1 Mawo Bapry, ax [0 3aBTpa A0 Beuopa... [lo-
3aBTpa s A0 TebGe mpuiay.. Ase TH, Kerri... HiKOro
He NpuuMay 3a uer yac... Jobpe? Maell Ha CyKOHKY
i Ha pemrty, 1m0 TpeGa. A mo3aBTpa s HNpUUAY i npu-
Hecy Oijblle.. Mawo 3aollajKeHi, i maaTHIO CKOPO
onxepxy... Jo6pe, Kerri?

JuBuBcs il y Biui oxBepTHM, IIUPHUM IOLJIS-
JOM. 3arazjkoBa ycMilllka MepexTina B i1i BOJOIIKaX.

— Hy?

— Tapasn... a1 6yny uekatu tebe, — THXO INpO-
MOBHJIA M OINYCTUJA TOJOBY.

— Tu po6pa, Kerri... no mobauenns... Hexaii
tTebe Ile pas MmoliAyio.

3po3yMiB, IO Hed WiAyHOK 30BCiM iHaKIIHH,
HiXK momepejHi: y HbOMy OyJo Oijbllle CIIOYYTJIHBO-
CTH, Hi)K HPHCTpacTH, Oinbllle IPYKHbOI HiXKHOCTH,
HiXK (Di3HUHOTO NPHUBSI3AHHSI.

*

Ha o6ix Kerri mimaa go ,,IMnepisaro”. 3a KoH-
TPAKTOM IIIAHCOHETKH MaJaM BiJ BJIACHUKA KaBapHIi
YMOBJIEHY MJIATHIO Ta O0iqu; 3aTe Beuepi He MaJjH:
Ha jnopori Beuepi BOHM Oyau 3060Bsi3aHi CIOKYIIATH
rocTeH.
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O6ixzaau He B mapajHHUX ca/six, a B rapJepooi
3a cueHow. [ToxaBanu iM KeJlbHEpH.

— Hy, sk Tam T1Biil 2KOBTOA3106HK? — yCMixa-
adacs JIoci samicTb NPHUBITY.

— Ta... oT... — 3 He0ox0TOM Biamosina KerTi.

— Sk or? Meni $Im60 kasaB, WO TO AOOpHMH
XJOoneub i He CKyNHH...

— ET, mkona i xasatu, Joci...

— JlusHO... A MeHni XK0oBTOJ3106UK 11OX0OGABCH...
4 HaBiTh cama 3a HbOr'O 3aMiHs1ach 61 3 TOOOIO...

— 3aquuiimM e — 3 HeXiTTIO BigmekyBanacs Bif
po3moBu KerTi.

— Tebe micass BYOPANIHHOrO MabyTb [OJOBA
60auTh... Bunuit xonsiky... 51 sammauy... ['eit, 2Kopxe!

[TigiAmoB YOpPHABUH KeabHep.

— Konsky i Kkopobky aHUYOBCiB, HA MiH paxy-
HOK, — 3amoBuJa JIroci.

KespHep BimiHIIOB, IiKaBO CHOIJIAXAIOYH HA
3oqa0ToBosOCy KerTi, sika Bii CyMHOI'O HacTpolo, Hauye
BUrapHina, npubpana Oinbluie MAAXETHHH BHLI.

— Any, Kerrti, 3a Hamux XJaomnimisl...

JBi uapku KOHAKy OxuBHIH KeTTi.

— Yorocp nouysaio ce6e HenoOpe, Jloci..,

— IIlo T06i?

— OcTtoruanao Bce Le...

— Yomy-xk Hapa3 Tak 3paHKYy i B TAKHH TapHUHU
JIeHb P

— OO6puj MmeHi i ue#t ,Immepisan”, i Ham ,,ma-
md”, i ug cuena, i i MacHi, TOXOT/JIKBI TOCTi... :
: — IIo Tu Take 6asikaem, Kerri? — auByBa-
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Jracs ToBapuiika: — Yu He 5 YepHHII XOuYell IIO-
“CTPUT'TUCHA P

— Cnpasxai, Jlroci, 6yBalTbh i Taki XBH/IHHH...
Ty He cMmilica 3 MeHe... Jlag 4oro olue Haule po3ryJb-
‘He xurTA? KoMy morpi6Ha Hama mpaggr...

— [llo ™1 nponoBixzyBaTH B3siaacs, 4d 1O? Sk
‘TIPUrafiaTd BUOpALIHIO 3a6aBy, TO Ii& fKOCh BHXO-
JIUTh JIHWBHO, TaK HeCMOMAiBaHO...

— Tusaau, Joci, axa 60oporbb6a HABKOJIO: JIHOIH
3MararThCsi, THHYTb 3a siKich imei. HaBkoao — Taxi
Tparenii, a MH BCe MapiOHeTKH Ha IIHYpKax...

— Ti Tparenii He mas Hac, Kerri... fike Ham aino
JIi3TH B BUpP OoporbOu? YUm i, yM iHmi mnepemo-
KyTh — 10 HaM 3 Toro? Hawm nmorpiGHi mepemoxili,
;aje 3 rpiliMu.. 0106 Manu Lieipy pyky, Oyau Bpa-
JOKJIUBI Ha Hally Kpacy, BMiJMM OIiHUTH Halle BeceJe
TOBapUCTBO... [Tu#, Kerri, i xeHH rerb Bix cebe L0
\HEmOTpiGHYy MeJSHXOJiI0, BOHA 30BCiM He JUYHUTHb
KabapeToBil apTHUCTL]...

— Tak... t™1 mnpaBay ckasana.. KabGapeTosii
-AAPTUCTL HE JUYATh MOBAXHI J10 L ChK i MOUYBAHHS.

Y Hei Ha ouax mokasa/nucs CIbO3H.

— Mu MOxKeMO TinbKu 3a6aBIsiTH AYPHIB i Ha-
xab, i npojaBaTH cebe...

— Hy, roxi Bxe.. cxoBa#t cabo3u, Kerri...
HaAXoauTh TOH wmnuryd Kopx.. Ckaxe uredosi,
‘IO TH PO3KHCIA...

' [To o06ixi Kerti mimmra mpo#THCA IO MicTi.

3ip {i mpursarHyna xo cebe OJHCKyuya BHCTaBa
1oBeqMipHOI KpaMHuUi. MUMOXiTb 3yNHUHHJAACA: OT TaK
*c00i TNOAMBHUTHCA Ha rapHi pedui; meX TaKk NPHUEMHO
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Hi IDO 110 He AyMAaTH, TiAbKH TIIMUTH OKO TPOIo:
Gaps. OH mepcTeHi MiAMOPryoTh KO Hei CHUHiMH, 3e-
JI€HUMH, TOJIyOHMH OUMMa, HEMOB KaXyTb: ,[lokuHb
XKypOyl... OepH mpuK/JIak 3 HAc: MM HiUUM He mepeu-
MaeMocs, Gafifyki DO KHUTTEBOI METYIIHI — TOMY
MU Taki He3MiHHO rapti, BiyHi... OH Ha OpacieTii 3a-
CTHUIJ/IA YHUACh KpAaljsl KPOBH, — 30J0Ti I'OJMHHUYKH
JHUBJIATbCA Ha Hel, IKOM NpUrajyBan, M0 Yac MHUHAE;
3/1a€ThCs, NIAUyThb, — Ta i Ie iX He 3BOPYIIYE..: BOHH
NiAMOPIyKTb CTPiMKamH, Haue BisiMd. 3o40TO i cpi-
610 Mae B co6i Temno i xomoxn. lle icrotn — camo-
IeBHi, 3piBHOBAXEHI, 3aMKHeHi B c00i, NMHUINHI B Ma-
€CTaTHYHOMY CYINOKOi, MOXxe uepe3 Ie — He 3HATh.
Hi cyMmy, Hi pe3ursauii, Hi pO3MyKH.

Kerri uye, six ni Bci peui momenu HacTym Ha ii
CYMHMH HACTpi# — i Mycila npusHATHCS, O He BH-
TpHUMaJa TaKOi CHJIH.

Hamanana B Top6GuHLI ramaHenb, YCMiXHyJacs:
HHHI BOHA4 HECNOJiBaHO T'apHO 3ap0o0Haa, TOX MOXeE:
NO3BOJIUTH CO6i Ha AKYCh LAIBKY.

Beifimia 10 cepenunu.

— UuM MOXY CIYXKHUTH? — BBiYJIHBO 3BEpPHYB-
¢ JO Hei I0BeJqip.

Kerri mosena oxoM mo kpamuuii, mo6 e pas
OIVIAHYTH BCi pedi i pilIUTH, YOTO came 3aKajgaTH.

— [lpomy MmeHi JacKkaBO MOKa3aTH...

I cama He cmoxonumacs, K ycra BUMOBHIH Te,
o iM IDOAHMKTYBAJNIO Ceplie:

— ,,,My2KeCbKi mamipocHHUi... CpiGHi..,

Ckasama — i sikocb Temso i crajmo Ha Ay,
Tenauit cTpyMiHb BiJ cepls PO3/AUBCA [10 BCbOMY Ti--



Jai. PosraHyau JabOJOBI HINHABKH, IO CbOTONHI BiT
paHKy KoJoau ii cymninHa. Bona cama He 3Hana, y
YoMy piu, TiIbKM BiguyBasa fKHHCH Tsrap Ha Iylii;
OCb Myas/ao0, ii gecb raubGOKO Y MiJCBIiTOMOCTH.
I ocp xoaM HArIO BUCTPINMIO pillleHHST — IH crajo
JIEKO; HaBiTb YCMIiXHYyJ/acsl 0 cebe, a COPOMJIHUBI IIiy-
KM He MOIJM 3aXOBaTH BiJ JOCBiJUEHOIr'0 IOBEJipO-
BOTO OKa 3pai/auBOi OapBH.

Bub6paua.

— Ilo xomTye?

— JIBicri KapOoBaHIIiB...

— A 30J0Ta rapHa MOHOI'DaMKa?

— MeHII-6ib111: NATHAECAT...

— Jlo6pe... Ha 3aBTpa MoxeTe 3pOOUTH?

— Dbype roroBe B wiit mnopi.. A sgki aitepu
NPpUUAYTh JO MOHOIDaMHu?

— ,,A” — ckopo Ta neBHO Bigmnosina Kerri; mo--
TiM XBUJHRY HaAyMyBaJjacsi i HECMiJHBO Jojana: —
A, Moxe mie i ,,2K”... Ase npoiy rapHo 3poOHUTH...

— Dbynere sagoBogsieri... Hama (ipma BiAmosi-
Jlae 3a CBOIO pOOOTY...

Ho ,Imnepianro” #inrra Kerri B marignimim Ha-
crpoi. B rapgmepo6i 6yno ramipHo. Ha ManeHbKHX
CTOMIMKAX CBITHJIMCS CBiUKH, SIK Ha XHUJIiBCbKHH MIa-
Oaw. Mix CBiuKaMH CTOSIIM JA3€pKagabls Ta KOPOOKH
3 MaJbOBUJaMH, a Oilisi CTOJNHKIB CHJIIMH ,,JiBUaTKa
3 BapieTe” i XapakTepHU3yBa/JHUCid OO BEUipHbOI'O BH-
CTymy.

3alimarouu cBoe Micue koao Jloci, Kerti BecMmix
HyJacgd A0 Hei.
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— o, Bke NPOMHHYyJa TBOS MEJAHXOJiA? —
{BeCe/]IO 3amurana.

S Tak, MeHi Bxe Jerure...

Komu Kerri BUKOHasna CBOIO TOYKy, Ioyajaa no-
"BOJII mepebupaTtucs B rapAepodi, aze He B CaJIbOHOBY
-CYKHIO, TiIbKM Y NPOCTillly, JTOMAIIHIO.

3 BaZli30UKOI B pyui mimia A0 3aAHbOIO BHUXO-
Iy 3 KaBapHi. B xopumopi iff 3acTynuB AOPOTrY Keib-
Hep 2Kopix.

BunnyBmM rpyau, Ha AKHX BUOMHCKYBazla TYro
_‘HaKpoxMajeHa, anxe ,He mepumoi CBiXKOCTH', 3 masMa-
MH, (hpakoBa COpOuka, BiH poOUB ,,IPUEMHE Julle”.

— OB, a mazemyasenb Kerri BXe Tak CKOpO
’30MparOThCSA JOAOMY P

— Tak, mymy ATH — CyXO BiAmnosina.

— A g timuB cebe Haxiero, IO CbOTOJHI OyIy
MaTH IPUEMHICTh BiANPOBaJUTH Bac...

— $1 # cama 3Haw AOpoOry... He NOTpedyro, 00
MeHe XTOCbhb BiAIPOBAKYBAB...

— Hy, rak... amre s BMil0o 6yTH JKEHTEJIbMEHOM.
_MeHi Mazemyasenb MOx00A€ThbCsl, 1 51 HE XOUYy HIiYOro
3aJlypHO... :

Bin BUMIKIpUB.cBO{ BeJHKi 3yOH B MacHi¥ ycMill-
ui i HaxaOHO auBHBCA. KeTTi cnanaxnyJa:

— TIlpowy ycrynutHcsi 3 JOpOrH, mase.. Moe
TIOBaXxaHHs!...

— I'M... a TO 4OMYy XK BH Hapas Taki ropai, Mazue-
‘myaseab Kerri? §1 1o Bac yeMHO, JenikaTHO... AGO TO
A TipIIMH NpUATe b K Ti iHII, 110 CIOAM NPUXOMAATH ?
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— He 3nHato, ripliufl yu JgiNIIHH, ane g MOXY
BubOupatu cobi ToBapuctBo, naHe 2Kopxe! Ilpouy
BiIUENUTHCS Big MeHe!

— To BU ropayere MHOI, NaHi?

— He norpebyo BaM LbOrO MOSICHATH...

— aanite, mo6 He Kagaucsg notim!

— He 06orocsa Bauux Mnorpos...

Bona pyKoOw Jerko BiALITOBXHYJIa HOro Habik
i milmga KOpuaopoM.

KenbHep 3/iCHO 3auinup 3y6U:

— Xapamo... xapamo-c... [TacMorpim...

BumaxHyBIIM CEpBETKOIO i NEepeKHHYBIIH ii NPH-
BUUHHUM PYyXOM Ha JiBe paMms, BiH NONJUB €IACTHYHOIO
XOM0K0 Ha Caiio.

IIL.

— IIlo BiH c06i xyMae... Hed HaxaOHUU JbOKak!
— OyHryBasacs Kerri Ha 3ragky npo 3alMIsHHS
KenpHepa Xopxa.

HaBmucHe mimna moBoJime, o0 XyTKOK XO-
JIOI0 He NOOIMbIIYBAaTH CBOL'O CXBHJIOBAHHS.

Kerri ycBizomuma cobi, IO AOCi BOHAa SKOCb
iHakmie craBusacsa A0 nofAi6Hux saBuuy: Iloxorausi
NOrMALH, MOXKAJAIHBI HATIKH i Npomo3uuii, mikaHTHI
‘PO3MOBH — He oOpaxanu i, HaBmaku — TilMIH. 3
HUX BOHA BUYYyBaJga CBOK) KiHOUy npuBady, siKa fK-
He-fIK TBOpHJA mifcraBy ii icHyBaHHA Ta {i ycwmixis. I3
-CaM03aJOBOJIEHHSIM JIOBHJIA Fapsdi NOTJAAH MYMKUHH,
KOJIM TaHI[f0Baja HA CLeHi, mpuiiMana KOMIJIiMEHTH,
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miaTpuMyBajia [IBO3HAYHI DOSMOBH Ha OeHKeTax i 3
XOJOJTHUM OGpaxyHKOM J03BoJsJAa cebe NpPOBOIUTH
JI0J0MYy TOMY, KOTO BBa)kajia 3a HaWOinblle ,HaIid-
HOTO”.

Tenep 2KopixkeBe 3anunsgaHg nojparysadno ii. Ak
Bir cMmiBl.. Slk BiH cMiB T ak roBopuTrH jgo Hei. Ha-
xabal

IlpaBaa, Kerti 3 yciero scHiCTIO e He 3JaBaja
cobi cnpaBu 3 TOro, LIO BJacHe CTaJdOCs, aje MOYy-
Basla AKHHCH HECMaK, MOJpaxKHeHHdA, 00pasy.

Bxe 30BCiM CTEMHiNO, BYJHII MYCTiJH.

[Ipoxoasiun rolOBHOIO SCKPABO OCBITJIEHOIO BY-
aunero, Kerrti sycrpisna mapy: sKHHCb BOAK BiB Hij
PYKy JaMmy B UepBOHIM Kamejroci, TrycTO HamyApo-
BaHy, 3 IIOMITHO mNigMaJbOBaHUMHU ycTaMu. Kypuan
NamnipocKH.

— A CKIJIbKH-K Bac €? — XPHIJIUM FOJOCOM
nuraja jgama.

— Ilarepo...

— Hy, 10 5 He MOXy ojHa... XOAiM, TYyT HeJxa-
JEKO MeIKae OJHA MOsl TOBapHUILIKA... Bi3bMeMO ii...

BoHH NpONLIJIN MHUMO.

Heprosi mypauiku no6irau no KerTuHomy Tidi,.
Haue BOHA TOJIOI0 PYKOIO JOTOPKHYJAcCs A0 KaOH.

Henxex ne — 1i MalOyTHE?

[Toxuiio BOHA HIOW apTHCTKA: CIHiBae, TAHIIOE.
3a me ojgepxye Bijg BaacHMKa KabapeTy IMJIaTHIO.
[paBnaa, niei naatHi He BHCTauae Ha JOPOri CyKHi, H2
pixcHi BUOGAru — TOX IHKOJHM MYCHTb 3JOBHTH SIKYCE
,,BeauKy pu6y”’. Tax podnarb yci ,xabapeToBi HiB-
yara’.
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Ase CKiMBKH MiX THMH ii TOBapHIIKaMU KpYyX-
Jisie OMOBiJZaHb MPO ,,AiBYar’, MIO BTPATHIU [OJIOC,
BpOJY, OCTapiMucad — i 3 [UX, UM IHIIMX OPUYHUH MY-
CiiM MOKHUHYTH ,,apTHCTUYHY’ pPOOOTY i CXOAUTH 10
I10pa3 HMKUYUX JAbOKaJiB, IOKH He MOYaI¥ BHUXOJUTH
Ha BYJIHIIO, SIK OTAa B UePBOHIM Kame/roci, CKOUyBaJH-
¢S HA JMHO 1 3akiHuyBanu CBOE OifoJalllHE KHUTTSA
y LmnuTani, y 3aXHCTi I CTapuis.

Kerri mpuckopusna XOAM, HaUe XOTia OMHHYTH
CTEXKH Ha dKy IITOBXa€ ii caMO XHUTTH.

3acrnokoinacs ax y cBoiit KiMmaTmi. 3acBiTHIa
€JEKTPUYHY JISIMIOKY, OIJSHYyJacss HaBKOJO, VCMiX-
HyJIacs.

Mumoxits mpurajgana cobi BYOpAUIHIO CBOIO
npurony. SIkuit BiH cmimHui, neit Apcen! A akuil He-
noni6Eui a0 iHmux MyxuuH! Takui MWUPHUHA, NPO-
cruil. He HaxaOuuil, He uuHiuHuy, gk iHmi. [{oOpe,
110 BiH 3aBTpa mpuiize. A fKa HeCNOJiBaHKa HOro
TYT 3ycTpide!

Ha HiuHH# CTOJMHMK KOJO JiXKa IOCTaBHJa
eNIEKTPUYHY JISIMIKY, CKOPDEHBKO PO3JArHyaacsa U Js-
raa. Ta 3acHyTH Bimpasy He moraa. Illo sanmomuTth
oui — a} TyT He 3HATH 3BIJKH 35BAAETbCH, SKOU
nobinmpimenuit o6pas 2Kopxa 3 KiHCBKHMH 3y0aMH Ta
MOXOTJANBOI yemimkoro. Oui mazneHbki, a MacHi-mac-
Hi, Haue B HUX XTO OJMBH Ha/waB. Kerrti npucysae
o cebe O6aMKue JTAMIKY, 6epe B pyKH KHHXKKY, a 3M0-
3a CTOPIHKM BXKe BU3UPAE MPHUIJIECKaHe 00MUUUs 3 PO-
TOM IO caMi Byxa: ,,Xi-xi-xi-xi-c... Majgemyaseap ny-
MaJau BijlleKaTHhcs MeHe, a §1 Bxe TyTa-C... §1 rpoii
niaqy, gk i Bci...” IloBepHeTbcst HA Apyruit 6ik, a TyT
TIPOCTATAITBLCA A0 Hei KOCTHUCTi, 3aKapJ/IOueHi DYKH.
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I uye mienit, gk ragsue cudanss: ,,HeT.. or MeHs He
yigpom’... Xoye Kerti 60poHUTHCHE — i HerojHa mo-
BODYXHYTHCb, TiJIO CTal0 SIKeCb OXJsJje, Ge3BJajHe.
Xoue KpHuaTH — $I3UK Haue 3axy6iB. Ax ocb Kerrti
yye, K y TPYASX LIOCh BOPYXHYJOCSI — 3aJ3BeHiB:
OJaraJbHUM, MIIIHHAR rOJIOC. .

Bona 6auutb cebGe Ha clueHi B kabaperi. Baxe
CKiHYHMJIa CBOIO TOYKY i XO4Ye BifilTH, ame sKiCh JOB-
JKE3HI PYKH, 3 NaJbUfAMHM, fIK y IOJina TPUMAKOTh ii.
Iasb, sIKUM BOHA 3akpuJa coO6i miu, OOBHBCS JIOB-
KoJa ii yCT — BOHa He MOXe KDUKHYTH. A Ha caji cu-
nuTh ApceH i mpocTsirae 10 Hei pyky. Mix cueHomo
i casero fikach mpipBa 3aJuTa PiIMHOI — TaM KOHSK,
JiKepH i Bce le NepeMiliaHe 3 MOMHSMH, Ki MJIHBYTH
3 KaHaay. Bona Haxuaserbcsi miopas3 Oigbllie BIeper,
00 MepecKOYHUTH KaHaa 1 He 3Baxyerbcs. Hapas
XTOCb IITOBXHYB ii MiHO 33aAy, BOHA CKPHKYE Ii...
IIDOKULAETHCA.

B BikHO mpoaupaBcs COHSIIIHUE YCMiX, BECETUMHI
3aliuMkaMu 6iraB mo mixgao3i; Ha CTOJHUKY caabo cBi-
THJIA €JEKTPUUHA JISAMIIKA.

KerTi ik KiTKa ckouuja 3 JixkKa. Slk rapHo no-
YHHAETbCS JEeHb!

[lepen moaynHeM mimna no micra. FapHui ii Ha-
cTpifi 36inblyBasd i MOTIAHUHA, 30JMOTHCTHH OCIHHIN
JieHb 1 xBaBUU pyx y Mmicti. Cepen YHCIEHHUX BiH-
CbKOBHX, 110 Oiranau, i3au/ad, CHOBHTaJHd B yCiX Ha-
npsaMkax, ii oui miykamd BHCOKOI, CTpyHKOI mocrari
3 yopHuMH oumMa. $lka-K BOHa AypHeHbKa! Ycmixuy-
Jacsi cama 10 ceGe: Tax BiH BapTOBUH, Ha CIyXKOi —
siK)Ke BiH MOXKe OYTH B MicCTi?

Y roBedipa 1le OJHA NPUEMHA XBHUJIHHA.
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— Hy, mo maHe roroBa MOsl NanipOCHHLSA? —
3anuraja Kynms 1e 3 nopora KpaMHHLI.

To# ycmixascs.

— A uM-X MOE CJOBO Hiyoro He Bapre?

Bin marayscst i 3mix o6G/aBKy BUHHAB Mamipoc-:
HHUIIO 3 NMPErapHoio 30J0TOI MOHOIDPaMOIO.

PanroMm KerTi ax moyepBOHiJa BiJ HECHOAiBaHOI
JLYMKH:

— A cxaxirb, OyJb Jacka, NaHe, YU He Maere
BU TAKUX PLKHUX Ma/leHbKHX (PIrypOUYOK... TAKHX amy-
JETHKIB, m06 MOXHa Oyn0 NpPUYENHTH. JO BiKa mna--
nipocHuli? 3HaeTe, € TaKi DiXKHi KBiTKH, 3BipATKa...

— €, yomy Hi? Bu xoTinu 6 NeBHO CJIOHHMKA Ha:
miacrs ?

— Hi, He cnoHuKa...

— € rapHi naByuYkH 3 JOPOr'HX KaMiHYHKiB 3 30--
JOTUMH HIXKKaMH...

— Hi, a1 6 xorina... koau 6 TiabKH 6YJI0 MaJe--
CEeHbKe XOBTe KypyaTKO YH B3araji MaJjieHbKe IITa-
LIEHS...

Jlerko ycmixarouyuch, BOHa HECMIJIHBO, ${KOCb-
30iJ JOBrHX Bill KHHyJa MOTJANOM Ha moBexipa. Cro-
JiBajacs, L0 BiH ipOHiYHO 3acMieTbcst HA Take ii
OaxaHHs, siKe 1 caMifi BUaaAOCa HAiBHO-IUTAYe. Ajne
TOH yCMIXaBCsl NPHUBITHO, 3 3aJOBOJIEHHAM, LI0 MOXe"
3aCMOKOITH Oa)XaHHS IOKYMIs.

— €, naui! Ilpomy morasHyTH... OChb Maw 30-
JM0Ti Kypuarka.. Lle xynmyioTb rosoBHo Ha Beauk-
JeHb... UM B3araji Ha BeCHi...

Bin mocraBuB KOpOOKY 3 IUMH IapHUMH Apib--
Huuxkamu. Kerri BuGpana co6i nucKiIeHs, IO OiKHTb-
i3 pO33sBJIEHUM JA3bOOHKOM.
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— A 4d MOXHa HOr0o NPHKPINHUTH A0 mamipoc-
HULL ?

— IleBHO, M0 MOXHa.. 3a yBepTh FOAWHH Oy-
Jle TOTOBE...

— To mpoxal ocb y LiM KYTHKY OPHUPOOGUTH...
3a uBepTb I'OJIUHU s 3al[y...

Kerri sanzaruaa i Buiimaa. 3 ApceHOBHX rpo-
men y Hei 3asumuuiaoca 15 xap6oBanuip. Ilimmia xo
HalKpanioi xapueBoi KpaMHHI, KylNuaa MJASHIKY I0-
pororo xepecy, piakHUX 2aKyCOK, OBOYiB, COJIOJOIIiB
i pasoM 3a Bce samnJgartuia Oinpll siK 25 KapGOBaHIIIB.
ITorim safimia 10 1oBedipa, B3siJa MaNipOCHHUIIO 1 Be-
CeJI0 milia J0JA0MYy.

JlaBHO BiKe BOHA HE Maja TAaKOr'0 BJOBOJEHHS,
AK Telep; y pykax OyJ/a0 TsKKO BiJ MaKyHKIB, 3aTe Ha
JLyLIi CTax0 30BCIM JIeTKO, TaK JMerko, sik Hikouau. [lech
rau60KO0, IIiJi BEpCTBOIO IIEPCTKUX MOUyBaHb BOPYXHY-
J0Cs 1aBHO Npu3abyTe MOYYTTS — BTiXH Bi 106POro
npina. 2Kurra pas Kerri 6ysno cyBope. 3a BUHHSITKOM
0J{HOi-/IBOX TOBapUIIOK-IIAHCOHETOK, NPHUATENIB BOHA
He MaJsa. JKinourso, iHTenireHTHIi, YeCHI XKiHKH 1e IJs
Hei OyB uy:KUH, HEIPUCTYIHUH i HENPUXUABHUNA CBIT.
Lle#t cBiT BUK/IIOUAB Hamepen YCIKY MOXKJIUBICTb 30U
3uTHCA 3 HUM. 2KiHKM HEHaBUIIMU IIAHCOHETOK 34 Te,
o Ti rapHi, BiibHi AiBuaTa, 6aIaMyTHAM IM YOJOBi-
KiB, HADEUEHHX, CHHIB.

Ti mHiuHi cniBoui NTaxW 1 TAHLIOPUCTKH Maju
CIaBy MOAIOHY NO BJIOMHHKIB, $IKi NOYMHAIOTH CBOMO
npamn ToAi, Ak yci #ayTh cnatu. [lpaBga, BoHU Ma-
JU 32 cOO0I0 OXOpPOHY 3aKOHIiB. AJse i mpeACTaBHHKH
IUX 3aKOHIB He CTaBUJHCS A0 HUX Kpalile: BOHH IIO-
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BOLUINCA 3 HUMH, SIK 3 MPOKAXKEHUMH, L0 MOUWHUPIO-
I0Tb IOUIECTD.

[TanconeTku Halbinblle MOTOPAKYBATH KiHO-
"YyUM CcBiTOM OGinifilHO NMpPHU3HAHUX YECHOT i BBAXKAIH
‘HOro CBITOM MalIKapH Ta OOJyIH.

3 myxuuHaMH copaBa crostna imakme. Cepep
HUX BecCeJi CIOKYCHHII Majd JOCHTb BEJHKY 4YacTH-
vy, sIKa JHHyJ4 OO HUX, HIyKasna HacOJOIH, BUTpayd-
.J1a Ha HUX BEJHKi rpomii.

I Kerri pobuna Te, 10 iHIIi: NpUiiMana rpouli,
-6aBuJacs, KPyTH/JIa MyXKYMHAM IOJIOBH, Haye MCTH./A-
Cd 3a Te NMOTOpJXKYBaHHA, IO HOro 3asHaBaja Bif
-CyCHiJbHOCTH. AJle IIpH [bOMY BOHA IOUYYBaJga JAUBHUN
xonon y ayui. Cepue 1i Haue CKaM#HIJIO i CTanoO He-
IPDHUCTYNHE [Js JI0ACBKHUX NMOuYyBaHb. BHKOHyIOUH Bce
Te, 0 Myciga y cBOi#l Tsxki# npodecii, Kerri Kiab-
YacTHM JADOTOM BiArOpoOJKyBaJga BiJ CBOiX rocred
cBoro aywy. He 6aunsa nepej co60i0 JIOAMHH, Tilb-
KH Ti rpouui, ki oxepxyBasa. I'poi craBanau if 110-
.paa3 6imbuie moTpibHi, mopas Giablle NpHBaGIIOBAIH,
60 NO3BOJAMM Ha BUTiJHE, 6e3XKypHE KUTTH.

I oce ynepmie Kerri mouysna, mo rpomi He 3aB-
«ciu MaloTh Taky camy Bapricte. Ti 300 kap6oBaHiliB
BiJ ApceHa BNIaJH Nepej HEIO K MeTeop i OC/iMHIH.

BigpyxoBO, CHIOI0 NPHUBHYKH, BOHA MigHecaa ix
i3 semui, ane Bigpasy BoHM mouanu mektd ii. Hamo
‘BOHA iX B3fMa, 9K BOHA MOIJia HAaTAKHYTH Ha HHX?
Le#t cmimaui 2KoBTOA3106MK HABiTh HE HOraiyBaBCd,
1110 BOHA MOX€ JoMmaraTucd 3amnsiatd. BiH-xe x mpo-
‘BiB i 1m0 xaTu or Tak co0i. Hi, BiH 3axomnuscsa Helo,
i mMoYaB rOBOpHTH HaBiThb MPO KOXAaHHS.
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Bin 6GauuB y Hi#l TinbKU /JMI0JUHY, TOBOJHBCS:
3 Hel0 30BCiM, fIK i 3 yecHOI XkiHKO10. Bin mompocty
He JONYCTHUB AYMKH, 10O BOHA MOTJa CTaBUTHUCH TaK:
CaMO JO KOXHOrO, 3 KUM NO3HAHOMHTBCH...

Kerti mouasa mepexOAUTH B AyMIUi e pa3d ycio:
iX po3MoOBy Bij mepuIoi XBHJHHH, IK BOHHM 3YyCTDiHY-:
aucst i camMa co6i He Bipuaa. HeBxe-k BiH Mir 3ako--
xarucsa? A mo 3Hauuiaum nux 300 xap6oBaHUIB i Te:
npoxaHHs, mo6 BOHA HIiKOro iHIIOrO He NpHHMAaJa:
B cebe?

Kerri ycmixHynacs 10 cBOix AyMOK. $IKorochb
HeHAMOBIpHOI0, i MPUBaGIUBOIO, i JaJeKOI0 i JOPOrolo:
3nanacs i oiHa 3 HHUX: BOHa LIaHCOHeTKar Moxe:
koxaru? Yu Bxe KOXae?

Hi, Hi... ne He ajig Hei... aje BOHa MyCHUTb TOMY'
HaiBHOMY XJONYUCbKOBi 3pOOUTH NPUEMHY HECHOMi-
BaHKY...

I Tax HecamoxiTh KeTTHHI IyMKH BaKe APYTrHH JeHb.
KPYKJSIIH HaBKOJIO ApceHa. 3acmokoinacs ax TOMi,
KOJM BCi HOro rpoiui BUTparhIa HA JapyHKH JJs
HbOr'O, a Uie ¥ i3 cBOIX rpome# mopmana, o6 HoOro
BIrOCTHMTH, KOJH Npuiife y BiABIAMHH. 3 HeTepmiasay-
KOI0 OuiKyBajsia TOi TOJHHH, KOJH BxXe OyJe 3 HUM
cama.

36upanaca #TH Ha 06ix 140 ,IMnepisa0”, KOJIH
o Hei B KimHaty B6iraa sazuxasa Jloci.

— Tu ne 6aunna XKoBTox3106MKa? — MOKBAIHO:
[IMTaJa, HaBiTh He BiTarOUHCS.

— Hi... a mo cramocs? — 3 OCTPaxoM 3JeTija:
TPUBOXHA JIyMKa. YsiBa BXe MajroBana ApceHa, XO-
poro, 3aburoro, bor 3Ha sixoro.. Horu nix Hero 3a--
TPEMTIJH.
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JItoci cina Ha KpiceJxo, 3 pO3MaxoM 3a/J0XHJA
HOTY 3a HOr'Yy, Ha KOJiHa NOKJaJa CBOI TOPOHHKY
i jgicrana 3BiATH KOPOGOUKY 3 mamipocaMH.

— 51 3au6ana Ha Byauli oAHOro 3HaioMoro. Ka-
3aB, MO MTAab CKOPO Mae BUCTYIUTH 3 Micra...

— 9k? ,,Boun” BigxomsTh?

— Tak, i To MabyThb Hario.

— I 5 He nmoGauy Apcena? 1 mymy #oro 3Hai-
TH, 3 HUM IIOTOBOPUTH!..

KeTTi noyana moxanJuBo HajgAraTH KamneJiox,
3aKMHyJa IJall HAaOMallKH, I'VI3UKH MOKHA 3acTil-
HYTH Ha BYJHLi...

— Xogim, Jlioci, Mmoxe Mu ixX mech 3aubaemol...

Cuaominp MOTSrHYJNa TOBAapHUINKY 3 KiMHATH.

B micri Bxe OyB NOMITHUH He3BHYAWHHMH DYX.
beskoHeyHi 0603H, B CYNpPOBOJi HEBEJHUKHX OXO-
POHHHX YaCTHH, NpsAMyBaid Ha 3axig. [Ilepebiramnu
CIOJM-TYIH BEpXOBi BiCTYHH. 3piiKa MOMiX BaHTaX-
HHMH BO3aMH INOSBJAAABCA Kpallui MichbKHU Bi3 a6o
(bisixep 3 xiHKaMH Ta AiTBOPOIO.

JBi mapu HEpBOBUX OYell LIYKAaJH Cepej HATOB-
Ny BIiHCbKOBHX, IO HIIAM XiAHUKAMH, UM iXaJd Ha
BO3aX, BEPXH i NPH CKOPOCTpinax, TiIbKHA OXHY JIO-
JIMHY.

Kerri He BHTpHMaaa.

— J1l03BOJIbTE 3amUTATH, 3BEPHYJACs BOHA IO
SIKOroCb BiHCbKOBOro: — 4y mrtab apmii yxe BHixXaB?

To# migo3pino NMOrassHYB Ha XKIiHOK: HaxaGHe
nuraHHsa! Ta MalyTh Hiyoro He6e3meyHOTO HOro IO-
IV HE BHIIYKaB: aJKeX IIMUCYHKH TaK He MOBO-
JAATbCS1; HaleBHO cepueBi cnmpaBu... Ox! 1i maroGomi!
YCMiXHyBCSl, HOXUTABUIH T'OJOBOIO:
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— MaGyTp yxe BUiXaB... HAlIEBHO HE 3HAI...

. JliBgata 066irau mie KinbKa BYJIHIb, ajne Bax-
KO 6ysn0 iM 30pieHTYyBaTHCS Yy BeJHKiH Maci BiHCbKO-
BUX i IMBiJbHUX BiABOpOTUiB. JlomuryBanucs, aJje
XTO iM Mir ckasaTu  IIOCh II€BHE, KOJHU BOHH CaMH
JKMJHM OCTaHHiMM HOBuUHamu. Ti, 1o 3HaMM cnpasni,
MOXe i He XOTi/Mu CKa3aTH.

3abirau 1o ,,Imnepisaro’ — Moxe Tam Ha 06ix
3aHIIOB XTOCh i3 3Hamomux? Hikoro He 6yio0...

[To6iraa Kerti mogomy — Moxe ApceH 3axo-
JHUB, MOe JUIIUB 3anucky? ITuramacsi cBO€I rocmno-
JVHI — Hi, g HiIKOro He 6ayuJja i 3aIMCKH HIXTO He
32JIUIIIUB.

Tak no Bewopa merymumnacs Kerri — i i1 maax
He IepeTaBcad 3 ApPCEeHOBOIO OpOITOIO.

3MyueHa, CXBUJIbOBaHA, BepTajacsi AOAOMY, KO-
JIM B2Ke 3aCBITHJIMCA JiXTapi Ha BYJHMLAX, a BiANJIHB
Bilicbka 3MaJiB i BYJUYHHI IIYM 30BCIM YIIYX.

Basaa mesiki cBoi peui i mpubura mimaa xo ,,Im-
nepisao’’ Ha mparko.

locre#t 6yno mano; TPHUBOXKHUU HaCTpilt Micra
BizOUBCS Ha BijgBigMHAaX KaBapHi. He Oymo maa xoro
HaBITb IpPOrpaMu NnoyuHaTH. [IOKPYTHUBIIHCH TPOXH
3a CII€HO0, MIAaHCOHEeTKHU HilllIh AOJO0MY.

JIroci mignpoBagKyBajsa CBOK TOBAPHUIIKY: TO-
pOXKOTiia Oe3yraBky, TrHiBamacsi Ha jlM6a, Ha BCiX
YKpaiHLiB.

Uekai, nonaaeTbCsi BiH MeHi Lle B pyku! — BiJ-
rpoxyBajacs KyJakoM y mpocrip: — $l fiomy npura-
Jawo! 51 fiomy mokaxy! SIMOuimie ruakuii! O6iugB e
XyTPO KYIHTH, a 3HUK, fK TXip!
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— ET1, paii cnokiii — Biamaxysanacs Kerri: —
Bauum xe, M0 BOHH BiACTynamTb.. Moxe yacy He
MaJqM... Iie X BiHHa.. AJe, s ragar, BOHH Ile MOBEp-
HYTbCH...

Kerri maue norimana cama ceGe. Ille Buopa
GJUCHYB TepeJ Helo OJMH NPOMiHb Hadil, Takui, 110
i He BBHZKABCH il paHille y CHi, a HUHI BOHA HE MOXKe
JirHaTH HOro, nepeBipuTH, YH 1ie He oMmaHa. Te, Ak BO-
Ha CXBHWJ/IOBajacsd Hapa3 HeCHOAiBaHOIO 3BiCTKOIO,
BiJIKDHJIO II€peJ, HeI0 MOYYBAHHS, SKOrO BOHA CaMma
He crnojiBazsacd... SJk BOHa AyKe XOTina Iie pas Io-
GauuTHCs 3 ApceHOM, mepekoHaTHcs.. Bona 3Hana,
L0 BiH — BiHCBbKOBHH, IO J0J8 HECNOAIBAHO KHUIAE
HHUM B yci OOKH, aje BOHa He JyMaJja, I10 BiH TaK He-
CIMOJIBaHO MOX€ 3HUKHYTH.. BOHa Tak Timmjaacs cige-
HOIO, SIKy pas-y-pas NepeayMyBana, K Ile BOHa BpY-
YHTb HOMY NOJAPYHOK, HA MUJIUU CIIOMHH i SIK JOKas,
o i# Henorpi6bui OyauM ioro rpomi, U0 BOHA He 3a
rpomi jgapysaja HOMYy CBO€ KOxaHHs. $Ik6u BiH mo-
BipuB il, BoHa Oyna 6 cnokiiiHima, i Jerme 6y70 6
3HOCHTH PO3IAYKY.

A Tak — mo BiH AyMae mpo Hel?

Bona ax xaxHysiacd BiJ IYMKH: UH K Ti JIO-
Ji¥, 3 IKUMH BOHAa CXOJMJIACs, IKMM HecaMOXiThb BiJ-
JlaBaja i 4YacTHHKY CBO€i Aylli — YU BOHH KOJH 3ra-
JalTb PO Hel, K NPO JIOJIUHY, XKHUBY iCTOTY, 3 Cep-
uem i gymero? Hepxe-xx i ApceH... ApceH, mpu sKo-
My TaK XHMBO, TaK 30BCiM iHaKllle MOYHMHAJIO OUTHUCS
il cepue, mife y CBIT i3 3HEBaX/HBOIO JIYMKOK HIpPO
Heir!

— YekaliTe BH, OcOpyxHi rafifamaku! — copo-
Ko ckpexorana Jloci: — Ocb npuiinyTs ,,TOBapH-
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mi” — nokaxyrth Bam! He xypucs, Kerri, — mu

3 ,,ToBapuIliB” BHOepeMO cobi Ie Kpaliux XJAOMIB...

3 xowmicapamu 6yaemMo OeHKeTYBaTH... mobdauui!...
Ane Kerri Bxke He uyma cBoei ToBapumkHu. i

CIOJOXaHI AYyMKH JIETiMH 3a YKpaiHCBKUMH 0603amy,

KDY2KJSJIH HABKOJO XJAOIIS 3 YOPHUMH OUYHMA...

IlycTkOM0, HENPHUBITHUM XOJOJOM [MOBisila Ha
Kerti if kimHaTka.

OxJsina AiBUMHA 6e3CH/IO ONMyCTHIACH HA Kpicao.
i norasx ynaB ma nakyHouox. Posrophymxa #oro.
Haue g0 yosa mepus, potopknysaca ii pyka A0 XO-
JIOJHOTO METaJI0 ManipoCHHI; a TYT ILle U Le MepTBe
KYypuaTKoO, 110 3XaBaNOCsi — CKaMsHIIO y CBOIM Oiry.
HeomipeHe, Mos0ie, 3 pafiCHUM OKJIUKOM KHHYJIOChb
Ha3yCTpiu KUTTIO — Ta Hapaa, 6e3roJaoce 3acTHUIJIO.
IlpupiBHIOBaNa 4O HBOT'O CBOE MOJOJE, HEONipeHe KO-
XaHHA.

Koxanus?

Mozxe...

Uu He AUMBHE Te, L0 CaMe B TOH JeHb, KOJIH Ap-
CeH 3yCTpiBCs BIeplle 3 TAaKUM JEeTKHM, NIPHHATiIHUM
KOXaHHsIM, — BOHa BiJuy.aa, O BIepIle BCi Ti Jerki
NpHUHATiAHI MOYYBaHHA IEPEMiHIOIOTbCA B Hel y IIOCh
HOBe, MOBaxHe. ApceH He 3Hae Oijbiue npo ii CBir,
Hi)X BOHa IIPO YHCTe, iJeanbHe KOXaHHd...

[ig moamaiTKow MackapagoBOi AiHCHOCTH, NPH-
Kpuroi OpyJHMM HaMy/JOM — Ha XBH/IHHYy BOpPYX-
HyJIOCH 11OCh rapHe i TemJe: HaJia! Doxe, HeBKe-K
I Hei cTaB MOXJIMUBHUU IMOBOPOT JO MHHYJNOTO —
TOro A0GPOr0 MHHYJOrO, KOJH BOHa Lie Oynaa mifg
OIiKOI0 MaMu?
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HoBe XHUTTSA... 3 POAUHHHUM TEMJIOM... 3 YHCTHM
‘CYMJiHHSAM...

3 GpaBypOI0 JMIOAHWHH, IO JIAKAETbCS PO3Yapy
'BaHb KerTi BiArans/a L0 CNOKYCJAHUBY AYMKY 3 IO/
«cBoei cBimomMocTH. Ta BOHa HelmpoxXaHa 3ayenuJaacs
3a SIKHHUCb OKpalyuK cepus — i TaM JApasHHiIa HOro,
‘AKOM mpoOyBasa NMPOOUTH ILIKApadylly 3HEBipH.

Ha camy 3raaky npo BTpauyeHHH i Bce Ie MOX-
JIUBUE pall — Aylla HalOBHAJACH TEIJIOM...

ByBaroTh Taki XBUJIHHM, KOJH JIOJAHHA Oa4HTh
/MOXKJIHMBICTh 3MIHUTHU BCE CBOE XKHUTTS i XamaeTbcd Cy-
JIOPOKHO 1i€i HaroAu, HemeBHa, YH BOHA BEPHETHCH
Bapyre. KeTTi Bipusaa B Te, 10 BCe 3aJ€XKHTb Yy XKHT-
Ti, 3 SIKOKW JIOJHWHOIO JIOAWHA 3YyCTPiHETbCA i UM Ay-
1Ia BiANOBiCTP HA KMHEHMH NOKJIUK. Ocb KOJH MpO-
MHHE Taka HaroJa JerkocepAoO INPONYIIEHa, MOKe
JKUTTS He 3MiHMTbCA IJis Hei HiKOJH.

UM y cipif IHOJEHUIHH]I He TaK CaMO K Ha BiH-
‘Hi, e AKach OJHA HeBe/JHYKa NPHYHHA HAJA€ HANpSM
JaJbIIUM MOLisIM ?

UekaTH 3 3a/M0XKEHHMMM DPYKaMH 3aBTPIilIHBOrO
JHS?

3HoBY ,,IMnepisiap”... MacHi morasaH, nsHi GeH-
‘Ke€TH, KOLIMAapHi HOUi... Bpp...

UyJa, ik KOpY CTHC ii ropJo, K 3aneKsao B o4Yax
— 1 Ha XO0JOJHe, 3 MEPTBHUM IOJHCKOM, Oe3AyllIHE
‘BIKO mamipOCHHLi BMaja XKHBa, rapsya CJab03a.

BigpyxoBo pyka mordriacsi A0 TOpPOHHKH: TaMm
.31aBHa KerTi TpuMmana nmopoimok MOp®iHH, AKHH Mi-
CTaja Biy 3HalOMOro BifiCbKOBOTro Jikaps. lLle xoBa-
Jla Ha ,,YOpHY TOJMHY’, KOJH XXHUTTS CTaHE HeCTepII-
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He. Llum XoTima OXOpOHUTH cebe BiJ CMePTH ,,Ii
NnJIA0OTOM”.

Aje Ta ,,4OpHA roAMHA’’ HacTasna 3HAYHO CKOpi-
me... Ocb BOHA... yXe NpUHILIA.. JUBUTHCS OYHMa:
Menysu Ha CBOIO XKEpTBY...

Ta panToM HpoOCTSrHEeHa pyKa 3aBHCJAa B IOBi-
Tpi, He JOCSATHYBUIM TOPOWUHKH.

Kerri uye cnpoTtus cBoro cepus:

— 3auekaii... 3auekail... AmKex ,,BiH’ He BMED,.
BiH XXMBMH... A IO fK BOHHU NMOBEPHYTHCS 3aBTPa, 3a
THXJEHb, 32 Micsaub? Bce Moxe OyTH, TiAbKH... Tebe:
BxKe He OyJe... omamsTacs...

OxagMuM  pyXOM CXOBaja MamipoOCHULIO J0-
mwadu.

%

Kosmn Haxm micToM Tpickaau LipanHedi, a B Mi-

o

CTi CBapU/JHCS CKODOCTPIiJNH, KOJH BigJajasaucs U 3sa-
THXaJau OKJHKH ,,CraBa”, a roJOCHillle i BHpasHile.
3ByuaJnu: ,, Toapiuii, Bneppoxa!” — Kerri 3 mignmyx-
JHUMH BiJ CJi3 OYMMa Jexaja B CBOIM JiKKYy, 3anXaB-
II¥ FOJIOBY MiX NOAYIIKHU. A KOJH COHLE Ha APYTrHH.
JeHb MNOIVIAHYJAO Ha MicTo, no6ayuJIo JIJCbKE MYy-
paBJaulle B IOBHOMY pyci. 3MiHH, Ha NepLIH IOLJsA,
Mmarixe He Oyqo. Ti cami OyauHKH, Taki caMmi JrOIH —-
TiIbKM KOBTO-OMAaKUTHI IPANOpPH 3aMiHUJINCA HA uep-
BOHi, a aHIIHCBKOro B3ipls KaUIKeTH Ha T'OCTPOKiH--
1ieBi IIOJOMH.

Ta me Tak TiIbKH Ha NepIIMEA NOTAAN 30BCIM:
uy>Koi 3 iHIIOI NJIaHeTH JIOAWHH MOIJIO 3/aBaTHCS,.
IO XKHUTTSA TYT HE 3MiHHJIOCH.

Xou (pPOHT 1le He AaNeKO IIOCYHYBCH Bif Mi-
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CTa, Ta B HbOMY B)K€ TBOPHUBCS HOBUH Jgan. Kacysanw
cTapi YCTAHOBH Ta iHCTHUTYyUii, TBOpH/IHM HOBi. Jlrogw,.
110 JOTenep TPHUMAlW B DYKaxX KepMy Jep2KaBHOIO
H CyCHiJbHOTO XKHTTH, BiIXOMUIU HA MiAPSAIHI CTAHO-
BHIIlA, @ TO ¥ 30BCiM iX ycyBaau 3 mocan. exTo mo--
NaB i B BA3HHLIO. O BIagu MPUXOITUIA HOBI JIOIH,
8 HH3iB; BCIOJH TBODHJHCH ,,pamu’.

IlponerapusyBanocss He TiIbKH Jep:KaBHe Ta:
TPOMAaJChbKe XHUTTH — Ile Traubili COLisabHI 3MIiHH
3aYEeN/AIOBAAH KOXHY OJIUHHUIO 30KpeMma. Tpickaio-
¥ BaAWIIOCs IPAaBO BJAACHOCTH; BUODAUIHI 3aMOXHI pO-
6uincs xebpakamu, 60 iM BiaGupasu Bce MaMHO.

apsui nni nepexuBaB Tex ,Immepisan’ — map-
Ma, mo KademanTaHu HakOiablle iHTepHANiOHAMbHI
YCTaHOBH.

B Benuki# KOHHIePTOBi# cani 6Garato Jrojed,
xou 1moiHo 10 roguHa 3panHky. I Ha cueni Jaogd —
TiIbKH He TaHUIOIOTh, He CHiBalOTh, a CHIATH 3a CTO-
JHUKOM, TOBOPSATb, NUINYThb, JA3BOHATD.

360pu. 3araiapHi 360pu Bcix cayK60BLiB ,,IM-
nepisyro”. € TyT cropoxi, Kyxapi, mOCYZOMUHKH,
KeJbHEepH, MY3HKH, IIAHCOHETKHU; € i ,,TOBapUII-Xa3s-
iH” Ha caJi, CKPOMHO OINYCTHUBIIU TOJOBY.

Kembuep 2Kopix, 1m0 A0 CBOro ypsLoOBOTO ¢hpa-
Ky NpHUYENHB BeJUKY UepBOHY PO3eTKY, — [OJIOBYE.

- — Omxe, TOBapuIli, TOCTaBIeHA NPOMO3HILif,
HI0 TOBAapHUII-Xa3siiH Mae ojepxyBatv 5% BiJg 4HCTO--
ro HIOJEHHOr0 JOXOAY HAUIOrO NiANpHeMCTBa.. Mo-
JKe XTO XOue BHCJIOBHUTHCH 3 LHOT'O NPUBOLY P

— Ilpomy caoBa! — 03BaBCs CTapeHBKHH Ky-
xap, WO Iie NOoCayrayeM-XJOIIeM MOYHHAB CBOIO Ka-
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‘piepy B LiM caMmiM ,Imnepisni”’, KOMH BAACHUKOM HO-
ro 6yB 6aTbKO TeenpillHbOrO TOCHOAApA.

Kyxap nmouaB kasaTu:

— ITaHoBe ToBapuili, OCb MM TyT 3iOpanucs
H NOYMHAEMO JiMUTH LIKYpy Beamens... Uyxoro Ben-
Mezsi, maHoBe, 60 He MM HOro cmoawoBamd... He Haum
BiH! Uu x Tak Oynxe crnpaBeqnHBO? XaasaiH Taki JOB-
ri pOKM TpUMaB Hac, NJaTHB HaM.. Heoaun 3 Hac
3HaHILIOB y HbOro 3apo6iToK i BUHIIOB y aoau. Ym x
HaM TOJMTbCA Temep TakK BiAniauyBaTH HOMYy?
Uu )x HaM He Kpalie...

2Kopx 3aJ3BOHHUB.

— Big6upato Bam ca0BO, TOBapuily, 60 BH rO-
'BOPHUTE KOHTPPEBOJIOLiHHI peui.. Temep, MOxHa cKa-
3aTH, NpUHllJa HAcTOsAma cBOOOMAA... [JOCUTb MU BiKe
npanoBatd Ha KamiTanictiB, mopa mompaloBaTH i Ha
«cebe... OTke TOBapHIleBi-xa3siHOBI aumaemo 5%...
Xou, Ha Miff MO, i HUbOrO He BapTO AaBaTH... XTO
TIPOTH UbOro?

HixTo He migHic pykw.

Crapuii Kyxap CyMHO NOTJSIHYB Ha TOCHOJaps.

2Kopx KasaB padi:

— Ile nixnpueMcTBO Temep Hamre.. Haponse...
Mycumo BHOpaTH KOMiTeT [ KepMYBaHHS HHM...
:a Hacamnepe[ TOJOBY...

3anyHanmu OKJIHKH:

— Kopx! XKopx!...

— Kopx INMumkix!

— Ilumkin xa# Gyme romoBomwl...

2Kopx BcTaB, YKIOHHBCSI, IPH YOMYy HOroO ycTa
PO3TArJIHCA B YCMillllli, IIHPOKiH, fIK Tapijka.
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— Xou iHIIKX NPONO3HULIiH HeMa, s BCe X MpPO-
TOJOCYI0: XTO 3a Te, 106 A OyB rOJOBOI0 MiANpH-
€MCTBa, INPOIIY MiJHECTH PYKH!

Bismpbmricte nigHecna pykH, 2Kopx TeaTpasbHO

PO3K/IaHABCH.
— JIsiKyl0-c 3a HOBipf... A Temnep, — KasaB BiH
najai: — npoiy BUOpaTH ujeHiB Kowmitery. S ranaro

‘Tak, [0 HaM y KoMmireri Tpeb6a MaTH NpeJCTaBHHKIB
KyXHi, o6cayru Ta cueHH... [Ipomy namiyaTd KaHaw-
JaTiB...

- Cymuo guBuaaca Kerri Ha uro npouenypy. Hym-
Kd il Gaykanau gech ganeko. He nowmitnaa Ha cobi
i muapHOro, rapsiyoro morasnay 2Kopxa, $SKUM BiH
KuHYB y 1i 6iK, KOJH #0oro BUOpany roJ0BOI0 MiANPHU-
.eMcTBa. HagiTp mMano 3paBana cobi cnpaBy 3 TOrO,
110 BJacHe TYT Jisinocsi. TilbKH 3IMBOBAHO IOIVIAHY-
Ja HaBKOJO, $K Ha Caji NOoYaJu KPHYATH:

— Kerri! Kerril...

IToku mo ii CBiZOMOCTH JiHIIJIO, B 4OMYy piy,
BOHAa nobauusa BxKe 6arato pyk, MiJHECEHHX YBepX.
1i BuGpamu 10 KOMiTeTy, IK MPEICTABHULIO CLEHH.

— ¥YBaxai, Kerri, — menrana iii Jlroci, mo cu-
JAina mopyy i3 Hew: — He JAad HAC OLIMraHUTH THM
npouauceiTam KeabHepaM... O6cTOON Hallli iHTepecH,
60 )X MH BJIaCHE MPHUTAraeMO rocted i poOMMO KacH,
a He BOHH...

[To BuGopi komirery 2Kopx mnopywus ime Ox-
Hy JyXe BaxXHy COpaBy — TaK 3BaHHX ,,Mapok’’; aje
300pU JOPYYH/IH BXKe CAMOMY KOMITETOBI PO3pOOUTH
‘M HaJajHATH L0 piy.

YBeuip ,Imnepisap”’ csiB orHamu: Canro, npu-
-6paHy Ha-uepBOHO, HAMOBHUAH ,,(peHui’, ,IIHHEMI"”
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i TPOXHW IHUBITbHHUX ,,niMxkakiB”’. Jlam He OyJno. Baac-
He Oyau ,gamMu’, ane Taki, II10 HaBiTb IIAHCOHETKH
cTapaJjucs He OyBaTH 3 HHUMH B OJHOMY TOBApHUCTBI.

Xapaxrepusyrouucss B rapaepo6i, Kerri tpoxu
po3Bisaa CBill cyM. A xoau Ha ,,6ic”’ BUKOHyBajga Ta-
Heub anamie, ycs Bigmanacsa NOpHBHiIH Mysuui. He
6aunia, sk OiAg OJXHOrO CTOJUKA IMBIJbHUN ,,ITiJ-
JKaK’’, BUPa3HO MOCKOBCbKO-MOHI'OJIbCBKOI'O THIY, 3i
CKiCHUM TpOpi3OM oOuel i HOCOM, SIK KapTOMJs, Hex-
6anuM KHMBKOM HaJjblsl MOKAWKyBaB Kopxka i mpo
I OCb IHTaB HOro, MOKa3yloud PYKOI0 Ha cueny. He
6aumnia, K IOYEPBOHIB IXHi¥ rOJOBA, K BHIIKiPHJIHU-
cs1 Ioro KiHCBKi 3y0H, a OuKa MHUIIKaMH 3a6irajad Has-
KOJIO; K BiH cTaB mepex rocreM Yy ¢oOpMi IOBroro:
BUIHEHOTO MUTaHHWKA, MiJJECHO CXUJIUBLIHA TOJOBY
HaOIK.

Kerri nypxana, 3ruHajsacs, nauBiaa. B Tiii xBu--
JUHI He JyMaJa Hi Ipo U0 — BCH BiAjgaBajacsi CBO-
My MHCTELTBY, — Haue B THX PUTMIYHHX DyXax XO-
Tijna 3HaWTH 3a0yTTA TOro, 4yuM Habomino ii cepie.

&

Munyno Bxe KiabKa JHIB — cipHX, OJHOMAHIT--
HUX, HAaCMYEHHX TPUBOXKHOIO Hampyroio. Kerri snexnse
BiJlHaXOJMJa CBOIO piBHOBAry; ii OmMaHOBYBadO siKech
OTYIiHHS.

Ta ocb cepen HeunikaBUX CipUX CTOPiHOK KeTTH--
HOI KHHIM KHUTTA NOYAIM MOSBAATHUCA KUBimI pos-
Jinu, koau KeTTi noyaB sampomyBaTH IO CBOix GeH--
KeTiB MOCKOBCbKHH ,,IimKaK”’.

Bxe nBiui Kerri myciza Gparu yuyacth y nHmI-
HUX BeuepAx. | komnaiMeHTH ,mimxkaxka’ (BHIHO,.
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SIKUHCh HavyaJbHUK!), i aldbKOroJ/b, 110 NMPUrAYIIYBaB ~
il Hecmokii i xypOy — paBaau i CSAKy-TaKy po3-
Bary M noJjerumy. BiguyBatounm e, BOHa He yHUKA/a
(3pemToro 3 000OBA3KY Mycima ue pooburu!) aHi Topa-
pucrBa, aHi OeHKeTyBaHHs, aJe BXKe He BigaBanacd
HoMy, dK JABHillle, yCi€l0 CBOEK iCTOTON, i CynpoTH
MYXUHMH TpuMasna cebe cTpuMaHO, 30epirasa mnpHu-
CTOWHY BiJCTaHb.

bauuma, mo ,migKkak’’ 3adUUAETbCSI JO Hel,
CHIJIE TpillIMM, aje Ha3ycTpid Horo 3abaraHkaMm He
nma. Lle posnanioBajno mie 6Gidbiie ropsgyoro KOi-
capuyuka H TATHYJIO 10 Hel.

Jltoci Tak camo Ckopo 3HaimIa co6l MPUXUIb-
HHUKa.

— 4 T06i Kasana, Kerri, mo obGifizemocss 0e3
TUX raigamakiB. Ocb yKe i MaeMo cobi ,,yXaxopis’...
Mifi — 10 gxuich iHTEHTAHT... YKe 006ilsIB MeHi cesb-
CbKiHOBE XYyTpO... A TH BXKe OKpPyTHJA CBOTO?

— Hi, ne Moxy npucuaysatu cebe A0 OJHXK-
YOI'0 3HAKUOMCTBA.

— Ex, nypua, nypua 1, Kerril... Un o ragaem
JKUTTS 30aBUTH COOi uepe3 OJHOTO KOBTOA3IOOHKA?P

Ha camy nio HasBy Kerti cnab6o ycmixnyaacs, ii
OmiJi IMOKK NOPOXKeBiIn: ska Kob6pa Ta Jloci, mo ca-
Ma 3ragye npo 2Kosroggiobuxka! Ot iii yxe Jaerue
crano. [Ilo6 He maTu ypBaTHC PO3MOBi, IOKBAIHO
BiANOBiiA: =

— [lo x a1 Maw poburu?

— [lo po6uru?! XKutu TUM, IO AEeHb HPHHO-
cuthb! Bukunytu munyge 3 cepus!

— $lk6u s w™orJaa.. — CYMHO NpH3HABAaJaCH
Kerri.
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— He Buiize ue To6i Ha g06pe, Kerri... Un TH
He 3aypina — cnpaBai 3amobuaacs? KuHb... Taki
»OXH"’ Ta ,,axu’”’ He njas Hac... Onmamsarancs!...

Paukamu xozmnaa Kerri 1o ,,IMnepisno” Ha 3a-
CiJlaHHs KOMiTeTy, IKMH Temep BiB yCI0 rOCHONapChKY
YACTHHY.

Xou i OyJ0 H HENPHUEMHO, aje LIOJHA Myciaa
3ycrpiuyaTtucs, i ropoputu 3 2Kopxkem, mo Bce 6igb-
nie # Oinpllie MOYyaB BUSABJIATH iif cBOl yBary. Lls
yBara Iiopas3 CTaBasja Ymeprillla, HaCTHUPJMBIlIA, ax
InepexoaHuaa y mnepecailyBaHHs.

— Kerri, 3po3ymiiite, 1m0 51 Temep — roJoBa,
rocrnojmap, — KasaB BiH ill Ha caMoTi nmo OJHIM 3a-
cizanHi: — Bu Hepo3cyaHo pobuTe, KOJMH BiIKHIa€Te
MeHe, HeXTyeTe MHOK. Bu Maau 6 noasiliHy KinbkicTb
MapoK i iHWIi BUTrOXH... OynaH 6 maHero...

— He roBopim npo 1e — BixmekyBanacsi pos-
moBH Kerri. ;

— To BH pilmyye Bigkuzaere MOl IIHpi NPOMNO-
3uuii? — Haruckas 2Kop:xk. Vloro oui, MOB posneuesni
BYIJIMKH BiJ IKHX iJe uaja, BUOGJUCKYBAJH HeZOOPHUM
BOrHeM. 2KOBTO-UOpHi KpuBi 3y6H HEPBOBO NpPHKY-
u1yBaJu ryou.

— He norpebylo ani Bamux Mapox, aHi Bamllo-
ro Koxassg... [Ipomy 3aJuUINTH MeHe y CIOKOI0, —
TBEPAO BiANOBiNIa BOHA, BiJCTYMalO4YH BiJ HBOTO.

— Lle Bamre OoCTaHHE CIOBO?

— Tak... | mpomy no MeHe 6inblle He mpHcTa-
BaTH, 00... 3pobaro ckaupanl..

— Tak-c... Xxapamo-c...

CxBuaboBana Kerti 3 o6ypeHHaM po3nosizana
cBoift ToBapui Jloci npo mnepecaigysanus 2Kopxa.
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— UYoro BiH xoue Bij MeHe, TOH HaxaOHUH Ja--
kysa?!. Or BuGI0O 1o nuui i 6yae MaTH...

— Byap oGepexna 3 nuM, Kerri... Tu 3sHaew,.
10 NP0 HbOTI'O KAXYTh?...

— llo?

— Ilo BiH Ha cayx6i B ,,ueka”’... BiH — dekicT...

— Xaii co6i Gypge... S fioro HeHaBHIXy H yce!

— Tec... Tuxo... — Jloci npukaana naneub 10
YCT.

Bonu po3MoBisiiu B rapaepo6i no o6izi, a Tam
nepexoAua0 0araTo pixkHUX OCiO.

Harso HOBa aymka onpowminuaa JlrocuHe 06-
JHYYS.

— 3Haew WO f HagyMmaja?r

— Ilo?

— Auje THXO... cayxai...

Bona na6bausuia coe auine g0 Kerri i matixe-
NOUIENKH I10Yaja TOBOPHTH:
— Tux 6aumm mo pg0 Te6e pPOOHUTH OYKO-

Bainos... :

— Slxuit DrinoB? — 3puByBamaca Kerri i mu-
MOXITb HiJHecJaa roxoc.

— UYu Oygemr tu TMX0! — gammuniza Jlrooci Ha.
TOBapHIIKY.

KeTTi HiIKOBO yCMixHyJacs:

— Bub6au... 3abymacs...

— JypHa TH, — Kka3anaa jgajai Jlioci: — BaiHOB-
e TOH YOpPHABHUH... ¥ NiJKaKy.. IO yJaamxKye OeH-
KeTH... Lle-xk rosoBa npudpoHTOBOI ueka... BiH ycs-
kux XKopxiB y GapaHsiuuii pir 3irHe.. TiIbKH NpH--
MHJbCSA IO HBOTO...
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Kerri sagymamnacs. Bowa mnpurazamna cobi To-
TO LHMBIIBHOrO, INO VJIAJKYBAaB TYIAHKH M HEABO-
.3HauHO 3aauusBca jgo Hel. doci Kerri 6ysna, MoB oy-
MaHisa, MaJO 3BepTaJa YBaru Ha OTOYEHHS, AKOCh Me-
XaH{4HO CrpuiiManza IoJii, JOBKOJa ceGe. Tenep pi-
KA NPUIIAHYTHCA TOMY DBaiHOBY — aHy & craHe
Yy, IpUroAi npu o6opoHi npotu 2KopxeBHX HamacTeH.
“Tpumatu B pe3epBi NOMiu — He 3aUIKOAMTh.
Toro Beyopa Kerri nocranoBusa co6i 3BepHYTH
Ha biinoBa Gizbiny yBary, sik TinbKu NpHiAe IO ,,IM-
nepistmo”.
BukoHyrouH nmonyJsipHy GOJbIIEBUUBKY MiCEHb-
Ky, Kerri nasupuem obkuaana camio. 3BepHynaa yBa-
Iy Ha Te, WO fKiCb JBa UUBiJbHI MOJOJIHKH 3a CTO-
JIUKOM OiJsl CTiHH, MHJbHO i#l MPUrASTANUCH i CTEXH-
JH 3a ii TaHueM. Ase if oui He 3ymUHHJMCH HOBIIE HA
LHUX MOJOJMX JIOAAX — BOHH LIyKaJH 3HAHOMOI MO-
«CTaTH B YOPHIM ,,ImimxKari”.
€! IlpuBitHO iif ycMmixaerbes, 6e ,,6paBo”’. CH-
JUTb HAIPOTH CLEeHH. 3 HUM i JIIOCHH 3aMULAIbHUK —
mocravasnbHUK. ,,Byne OeHker... Oyae Haroja...”
[lpoxoasiun momix croaukamMu g0 baiHOBa,
SAKHA 4Yepe3 KeJbHepa 3anpocuB ii O €BOro TOBa-
pucrBa, Kerti nmouysna na co6i umiich rapayuii mo-
rasg. OragHyaacs: ABa MOJIOAMKH B LMBiTbHOMY OJf-
3i, [0 TaKk NHJIbHO oGcepByBanau ii Ha cueHi. OJuH,

110 AMBHBCA Telep Ha Hei — He3HAHOMMH; JIpYruH
CUJiB 10 Hei COHMHOIO, MOXEe HaBMHCHE BiJBepPHYBCS.
IIlocy HiGM 3HaMoMe, ame — Je, KOJH BOHA GayuJaa

nporo naska? Ilpuragary He Moraa, a jgo6pe pos-
TASIHYTUCS He Oyao uvacy, 6o il Ha3ycTpiu yxe mil-
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BiBCsA BJ/iHOB i 3 NPHUBITHOI yCMILIKOIO 3ampollyBaB
JO CcToJa.

Benker 6yB y poarapi. Kerri manixuaaca no
BainoBa, i BiH OyB MM NOMITHO BIOBOJEHHH. Bin-
BEpPTAIOUUCS KAPTIBIMBO BiJ Komicapa, Kerri xunyaa
norasij y6iK i.. BBECb XMiJb panToM BHJETIB 3 roJo-
Bu. [Tigxmi6Ha ycmimka sacturaa Ha ii ycTax, CJIOBO
ypBasocsi Ha MOJOBUHI. BaiHOB 31MBOBAHO NOTJSHYB
Ha Hei, a BoHa Oysia MOB cnapaqixkoBaHa. i oui cxpe-
CTHJIMCA 3 IOrJSJAOM IOHAKa, Mo CcUAiB 6ins CcTiHu:
e 6yB Apcen... Tak, Hema cyMHiBy — BiH, 2KO0BTO-
A3100uK!... i

IV.

Komu BHOui mita6 apwmii gictaB Haka3 BiACTY-
nuty Ha 40 BepcTOB Ha 3axij i moyas rapsiYkoBO Ja-
JUTHCA JO0 Bimismy, ApceH, siK BapTOBHH CTapLIHHA,
He MIr Hi Ha XBUJIMHKY 3aJUIIUTH cayx64. HaBith mpo
Horo mpuBaTHi peui nmox6aB ToBapuum Ilerpo, naBumu
BiANOBiJHI Haka3u ApCEHOBOMY JKYpi.

BromynHe BaHTa)XHi aBTa Ta BaJKH BO3iB 3 BiJ-
NOBiZIHOI0 OXOPOHOI0 NOTATHYJMHCS ‘Ha 3axiA. B wi-
CTi 3aJMIIMJAcA TiJbKH YacTHHA MOJBOBOI KaHJap-
Mepii A5 OXOPOHH MOPAAKY.

3BinbHUBIINCA KOO 12 rox. 3 BapTH, ApceH
y BEJHKiIM IOCHiXy CKOuUHMB A0 Micra. 3abir Ha 3HaHO-
My Byauuro — Kerri Broma He 6yJso. [TokpyTuBCcsi KO-
10 ,,IMnepiano” — Takox He mobauus Ii.



66

Hema pazu: MyciB BiAi3auTH 3 MicTa, He 3Ha-
I0YM HaBiTh, IK Ta AiBYMHA HA3WBAEThCA, i 3BiJAKH mO-
xozuTh. Ha BifiHI JioquHa uacTilne .CTpiJIHG HiXK 3BHU-
ya#Ho, a bor uacrime kynai Hocuth. Hiuoro ne
BAi€NL...

[ToxHION/IeHUH, NPUTHOGAEHUiI Ha3AorHaB Ap-
CEH CBOI0 BAJIKY.

CuziB Ha oxHiM B03i 3 Ilerpom. Bys 3amyma-
HUH, 3iAXaB, YacTO KypHUB MamipoOCH.

— Hy, yoro tu poskuc? 3ixxaeml, K HOBOGpa-

Helb 3a CBOE€ Mapycelo! — NOKeNKOBYBaB 3 HbOI'O
TOBapHIILL. :

— S1? — 6axpbopuscs Apcen: — §I Hivoro... To
TOOI Tak 3JaeTbCd...

— Ta Bxe OGauy, 6auy... ITmonb!l... X106 TO
c00i cymuB roJsoBy uepes xiHOTY... Ocb moizemo mO
Kpamoro, 6ilplIOro MicTa — TaMm Ie Kpaumx JiB-
yar 6yxeMO MaTH...

— Ta 51 He TOMy... — BHIIpaBAyBaBcs ApCeH: —

MeHi cyMHO, 010 MU BigcTynaemo. [JUBHCh: Halli BaJ-
KM, IK NTaxH{, 110 NOKUAAITh pigHui kpai... Ta nra-
XHW 3HAIOTh, 110 HA BeCHY 3HOBY NMOBEPHYTbCS HOMIO-

My... a MH? ...

— Orakoil... Komy-koMy, a Bxke He TOOi Take
FOBODHTH... aX HiIKOBO cayxaTu — cBapuBca [le-
Tpo: — [lo6yBaB yxxe Ha (HpOHTi, TO NOBHHEH 3Ha-

TH, IO BiJBOPOT Le Lle He mporpaHa.. Ot neperpy-
1yeMocs i 3HOBY OyJeMO HAacTymaTH...
ApceH OXHWBHUBCS, HaBiTb PYMSHIi ITOKAa3aJHCH.
— Tu pymaem?... A six rajgaeu: My 3HOBY Oy-
JEeMO NPOXOJHUTH yepe3 OlLie MiCTO?
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— bByxemo... ane TH He CnojiBalics, IO 3acTa-
Hem TaMm Kerri... Ti xabaperoBi JiBuaTa fIK MeTeJ/H-
ku. IloBie BiTep 3 0gHOro 60Ky i BOHH XOBalOThCH, Je
3aXMCHO: NypXHe — Taka, ax y MOCKBI ONHHHTbCS.

[TerpoBi 6ysn0 TPOXH XKaab i TPOXH CMIlIHO JH-
‘BUTHCS, K ApceH sKOCb rJjubile pearyBaB Ha Taki
ABHIA, KOJMM Tak Oararo pasiB yciM iM BOfIKAaM J0-
‘BOAMJIOCH NPOXOJHUTH MHUMO HHUX 0e3 xagHUX ped-
JIEKCIH.

IlITa6GoBi BanKu BiACTYNHJIH COPOK BEPCTOB Ha-
3aj i ojxepxaid Haka3 posrabopuTHCca. PpOHTOBI
YaCTHHHM 3aHAMM HOBiI Mo3uUii i JanblIMH BiABOPOT
1uTab CHUHUB.

Masie micTeuko, Ae 3yNHHMBCS 1Tab, Gyao Ges-
HaAifHO cipe. ApceH mouyBaB ceGe, HEMOB MNOJITHY-
HUH BSI3eHb Ha 3acaaHHi. lyx fioro OyHTyBaBCs, IpPH-
BHKIIH [0 HANPYXKEHOro (PPOHTOBOTO KHUTTHA, TeHep
HYJIWBCSI KOHLEJSIPCbKOIO OJHOMAaHiTHOIO pOG6GOTOI0.
Came Tenep norpeGyBaB pyxy, 3MiHH BpaxiHb...

He MaB BiH K040 ceGe G6aM3bKOrO TOBApHINA,
SIKOMY Mir OM JOBIDHTH CBOi JyMKH, 3aJHILABCS CaM-
Ha-caM 3i CBOiM cepleM.

Cepue: — Xouem 3HaTH RiHCHY NMPHYMHY, YOMY
T006i TaKk CyMHO?

Apcen: — Tomy, WO MH BiACTY...

Cepue: — 3Harw... e nesHe... A Ginblie HiYOro?
Apcen (Baraerbcsi): — A 1m0 x 6H mie?...
Cepue: — UYm He 3maeThbcs TOOi, mo Tebe Tak

TACHe BHepes OaxaHHA 6auuTH HiBYMHY 3 CHHIMH
OYHMa...
Apcen (rapsiue): — Lle Hempasza...
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Cepue (He cayxae Horo): — ..3i 30JOTHMH Ky-
yepsAMH...

Apcen (menuie mporectye): — Bona Meni Gai-
AyXa... d i MalxKe He 3HaMW...

Cepue: — ..3 COJOJKMMH YCTaMH, TapauuMH
o6ifiMamu.

Apcen: — Bona 3puBae 3a60pOHEHi OBOYi KO-
XaHHS...

Cepue: — Boxe munuii! um x B yci yacy, B ycix

HapOJiB He OYJO HeIlaCAUBUX KEPTB HEYECTHBOIOr
KoxaHHs1? Acnasisg, Kieonarpa... Hi, He Te...
Apcen (uacrynae): — Bona ,,ymana rpimsunga’’.
Cepue: — A um x He Gyaa ,,ynasa” Mapisg €ru-
NeTChbKa, 10 npo Hei Xpucroc ckasas: ,,XTo 6e3 rpi-
Xa, Xai nepmuy KuHe B Hei kamiHp”’?... A XpHCTOC
BHOauuB if...

ApceH: — BoHa nokasmacs... BequKa OyJa CHI&
ii DokyTH... a ug...

Cepue: — Cymnepeuuir cam co6i. Cam TH Kasas,
o ,Makxke He 3Haewl’ wiel AiBUMHM.. a Temep y-
IEBHfEMI, [0 BOHA — ,,Hepo3KasHHA rpimnunsa! Yu
TH 3Haew ii aymy? Yu 3naem i cepue?

Apcen: — Bona 6epe rpoumiil...

Cepue: — MycuTb 3 YOroCh KHTH... Moxe TaK

ckaanucs i o6craBuHd. Koaum rpimuTh, UM HIKOro:
1le He KPHBJIHTb... A CKIJbKM € TaKHX, 110 3apo06Js-
I0Tb OIIYKYIOUH, fIK OipKeBHKH, (abpUKaHTH 306poi,
e ¥ NOWaHy MaiTh... AHy, cnpo6yil BiIKpUTH ik’
JOpOry. IOBOPOTY...

Apcen: — Cepiue, ceplue, YOro TH BiJ MeHe
Xouer?...
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SIk ropobui y Kaitui, AyMKH GHJHCs, Tpimora-
JiMcsl. ApceH yBech 4Yac IIYKaB ONpaBAaHHA IS TO-
TO, 10 B TaKy BaXJ/HMBY XBUJHHY, KOJH BiH NMOBHHEH
‘6yB yCIO yBary npHCBATHTH npali y mrabi, BiH Hapas
JaB 3axonuTH cebe fKOICh Ha-NMiB  POMAHTHYHOIO
TIPUrofo10. Sk6u e me OyJa poMaHTHYHA mpuronal
A TyT — BiH NONPOCTy HE 3HAE, UM L& KPYTiXK Oj-
HOiI NAHOI HOYi, YW HexocTaua JOCBiLY, MOJOMEUMH
2KecT... Ta 3aBTpa HOro MOXKYTb NMOKJIHKATH Ha (DPOHT
i BiH MOxe BHacTd Bij mepuioi kxyuai. Ha BifiHi HixXTO
‘He IIaHye JIOJMHM 3a ii cepue. Moxe caMe ToMmy
‘B HbOMY 3pOC/a Taka CHJIbHA MOTpebda MPOSIBUTH TPO-
XM ceplf iHIUHM, THM, L0 HOro Haibiapuie moTpe-
©Oylore. Moxe Ta niBuuHa 3 ,,Bapiere” mae Gimpuie
«cepus, Hix yci BoHHM... Henypno ix kxpicu i peBob-
‘BEpH CIIPAMOBAHi BBeCb yac y uyxi rpyau. [lpasnaa,
'BOHa toprye uuM... Hi, He cepuem... Moxe came B Ta-
KHX, 1K BOHA, Ceplie IpPUTAEHE TJIHOIIe, Hi2K B iHIIHX.
$Ixk6u Tak BUpBaTH ii 3 oTOrO GarHa.

..Opnoro pasy B kanueaspii mraby Iletpo
'3BEPHYBCSl 4O ApceHa (BOHM Oyad mpH Bigdini KOHTp-
PO3BiJKH):

— Iloce MeHi 3naeThcsi, ApceHe, uu He OGyaeMO
'MH HaCTymaTu?

— A yoMy TH TaK AyMmMaew? — BiH 3paliB.

— bBo ocbh HayasbHUK miTaby KasaB NpO MOTpe-
0y rauOoKoi pO3BiKM B BOpOxKe 3amiaad.. Tpe6a
‘MaTd TOYHi JaHi MpO pO3MillleHH BOPOXKHX 4YacCTHH,
pe3eps, xapueBHX i MyHiuifiHux 6a3. Takox noTpiGHi
BiIOMOCTH HpPO HACTPOi BOPOKOTO BiKCbKa, NPO Te,
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SIK CTABUTbCSH 4O MOCKAJiB HaceJeHHs TOmO. MabyTh-
TpeGa GyJe micaaTH CTaplluHy...

Apcen 3pajis.

— A 3Haem, [lerpe, Moxe 6 1 MiIOB y 110 PO3--
BiaKy?

[Terpo moBaxXHO MOTJIAHYB Ha TOBApHIa.

— Hi, ApceHe, 1 He MOXy TeOe MiCJAATH...

— Yomy HIi?

— lle myxe pHCKOBHO, HeGe3meuHO... A TH He-
JaBHO 3 (pOHTY... MycHII A00pe BiANOYHUTH...

— Aune s HyJxyCcAd TakuM OesziniasiM. S 3 mpH-
€MHICTI0O 3po6UB 6H Taky cHpooby...

ITeTrpo 3acmisBcs.

— ¥ Tomy-TO i 6ima, mo Taka cnpo6a MabyThb-
3aBesa 6u TebGe He TYyJH, KyIu Tpeoda.

Apcen o6pa3suBcsi:

— 3a Koro x TH MeHe BBaxkaeul, [lerpe? He 3a-
OyBaii, 1110 s CTaplixHa-i cBOI 0OOBSABKH noépé 3Halo.
3pelITO0 NOrJAHb y Mil CIy)XOOBHH peecTp — IO-
6GayuIl, CKibKH TaM 3a3HAaYeHO TaKHX HeOe3NMeyHHX.
eKCcrepuMeHTiB... AHi pucka, aHi HeGe3neku s He 0O--
1ocsi. Take 3aBlaHHS 51 BUKOHAI0 MOXe Kpalle, K He--
OOCTpiAAHUI CTApIIMHA...

[Terpo moBro BaraBcsi. lllkoxa 6yJjo HoMy TO--
Bapuia, HeGe3neka i BiAMOBiZaJbHICTb BeJHKa, XOU
npasjaa: Apcen GyB 6M BigmoBigHWil 10 TOi pOGOTH.
BosiBcs TidbkH, 1106 yepe3 MiBUMHY-KabapeTdapKy He:
BTPATHB T'OJOBH i He MONABCS B CHJbIIE.

OcraHHil CBifi CYMHiB BHUCJOBHB T'OJIOCHO:

— Piy 6aunm y Tomy, mjo mrab yepBOHOI ap--
Mii cToOiTh came TaM, Je crosB Haml. Tu MyciB O
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tam Gyru. [Ilo Gisbiue: TH MyciB 6u GauuTHCH 3 He-
AKHUMH KeJbHepaMHu, Xou 61 3 ,Ivmepisato”, 60 Tam
€ Hawi jgoBipeni mogu. Tpe6a 6 30pieHTyBaTHCS, YK
KerTti, un sika iHIIA HIAaHCOHETKAa, HE MOXKe HaM CTa-
TH B NpUroji, sik ii no6pe niAnJaaTUTH, NOKePMYyBaTH
Hero. Or:ke OauyHll: He TiAbKY Hebesmek, ajne i cmo-
Kyc Oyzmem MaTH HOCHTb! Uu TH 36epexel XOJOIHY
KpPOB, UH HE — —

— Aue x IleTpe, IK TH MOXKelll TaK MEHe JIErKO-
BaXKUTH ?

— $1 maro poBips mo TebGe, ApceHe, — XOJOX-
HO KasaB jani Iletpo: — ase TH MycHII 3pO3yMiTH,
sKa BeJHKa BiANOBijaJbHiCTb cmajge Ha Tebe. VYcsa
Hauia apmis Oyfe uyekaTH Ha BUCAIZ TBOei pOGOTH...
¥Yenix namoro Hactyny Oyne 3BsidaHHH 3 J06pHM ii
BHKOHaHHSM...

— $1 ue 3Haio, Ilerpe.

— A 1m0, 8K TH JacH 3aKpyTHTH c00i roJoBy
AKif mwa”coHerui? HeoxHa 3 HuX Moxe Bxe € Oijb-
IIOBHIbLKOK HIIUT'YHKOIO P

— Yu maro T06i axx gaTv ca0BO, WO Oyny TpH-
Maru cede B pykax?

— Koaun 6 s He MaB j0Bipa 10 TeGe, TO HisgKe
CJOBO He MOMOTIIO 0...

— Tu moxe xouemw, Ilerpe, ckasaru, U0 yepes
KOXaHHs BiXKe HeOAHMH 3a0yB NpO CBOIO YecTh i 3a-
MpONAacTUB BEJAHKY iJelor...

— MouJogictb, Milt goporui, Mae cBoi mpasa.
A BifiHa me Gimpwi. IIpUXOJATh HA KOXKHOrO 3 HAC
XBUJIMHH, KOJH IIOYHHaeMO c0O0i KasaTH, LI0 KHBe-
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MO TilbKM €IMHHEH pa3 i TO MOxe THXJeHb abo Mi-
caup i.. Aprés nous le déluge! Hexa#t cBiT 3am1e
TOH MOTON KPOBH, B IKOMy MH KyNaeMOCH...

— Hy, T0 Bke Tenep nmokuHb (iabocodiro. Ma-
€MO JiJ0.

— Jlobpe... #au y PO3BiIKY...

Tenep BOHM NOYaJd OOMIPpKOBYBaTH IJISIH BH-
IpaBH.

— Mycun MaTé CeJsIHCbKHH OJAr i KilbKa IH-
BIIbHUX MiCbKUX, — KasaB Ilerpo i B #oro roJoci
BXKe 3HOBY OpeHinu Temni HOTKH: — Tpeba TyT mo-
IIUTH, I[00 He BHUIIAAAJNO, 1IN0 Le YyXi OJArH, i He
3BepTasno yeard. Mycum 3tororpadyBaTHCH B IH-
BiMbHIM yOpaHHI — CBiTJIMHA NOTpi6HA JAJA AOKY-
MeHTIB, sKi T06i BHCTaB/MoO. ['pomeit Oyaell MaTH IO-
TpibHY cyMmy. Ycsaki madi, ApceHe, HalKpalle 3anyIIN
y namsari. Koau x mo tpeGa Oyme 3amucaTd Ha mHa-
mepi, ToO IKUMHCb JAy>Ke IPOCTHUMH, YMOBJIEHHUMH 3Ha-
KaMH... ¥ci noapobuni BUpOOGHMO.

Kinpka AHIB milo Ha OPHUrOTYyBaHHA. ApceH
MaB iXaTH CiabCbKOIO (piporo: HIGM TO CeJSHHH, 3a-
XOIJIEHUI YKPaiHCbKUM BiHCBKOM BEpPTaBCA JOAOMY.

[lerpo gaBaB HOMy OCTaHHi BKa3iBKH.

— Ocpb tyT Maem, ApceHe, IOKYMeHTH A/ Ha-
IIHX YacTHH, 1100 TOOI mOMOIVIH HiCTaTHUCSI MO TOH
6ik (poHTy. One — HOKYMEHTH JIJs OOJIbILIEBHKIB;
TYyT € pikHI — Mycull ix xoOpe MNpOCTy/ilOBaTH.
Komu 6ynewr y wmicri, Bctynu a0 ,,Imnepisao’. Tam
€ KeabHep, TpyGaiimo. Moxe naMsaTaeul: BiH HaM 1O-
CIyroByBaB TOgi, sk 51 TebGe mo3Haomus 3 Kerri.
Ipuctynu o0 HHOrO i ckaxHu: ,,JIl0GMI0 cMaxeHi AUKi
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xauku’’. 9k Bin TO6i BigmoBicTb: ,,CBifichbKi KauKu
CMayHilIi”’, TO Ile 3HAYuTh, IO BiH Tebe 3pO3yMiB
i misHaB 3a CBOTO 4OJIOBikKa; TOJAI MO)KeUl HOMYy HOBi-
purucsi... He Gapuca rtam, Apcene, mrab morpebye
BigoMoOcTell SIKHAUTOYHIMIMX i SIKHAHCKOPpILIE...

Tensuii BepeCHeBHUH PAaHOK pPOSMJIOIIUB OUi.
OmHy HOrYy CIyCTHB 3 JiXKKa, aje BCTaBaTH lie OyJo
Hiomy Jinb... Craplua cecTpa-HiuU ykJjajnanacs CHIaTH,
TI03iXasa BOTKHUMH, XOJOJHABUMH BiAAuXamMy, a MO-
JIOAIUHA OpaTik-JeHb Ie He BHUKOTHB CBOI'0 30J0-
TOr0 OOpyYHKa.

PaHOK KHHYB NOTJSA0M HaBKOJO, YCMiXHYBCHA
20 ,,paHHBbOI 3ipKH”, IO B yCill ¢BOil Kpaci, numanacs
Ha cxoji i migmMopryBasa. Bix Toi 3HagauBOi. ycMmin-
KM MOpryxu-BeHepu pasHOK 3ipBaBcsl 3 JiXKKa, 3asCHIB
PYMSIHISIMM 1 3anie6eraB roJocaMyd NTaHIOK.

[Tapoto n06puX KOHEHAT iXaB MiNMbHOIO AOPiX-
KO0 MoJoauii mapy6uak, HachmiByloud codi mig Hic:

llo el Oix eopa,

Ilo 1ot Gix eopa,

A Win TUMU KPYTUMY 20PAMU
Cxoouna 3opA...

B

Apcen cam co6i auByBaBCfl, IO Ma€ TAKHH ro-
Jioc. JIuByBaBCsl, IO MOXKe CIiBATH NOBHHMH TpyJb-
MHu. JIbHSIHA COpOYKa HA TiJi, TPOXH OOMapraHa, HaB-
MucHe OpyzaHa i mopmeprta, OyJja NpHeMHilla, HiX Ma-
MuHu# 6atuct. KoHi ixanu Tak cynokifiHO i XMapHHKH
TIepecyBasUCsl HaJ [OJOBOKIO Tak O€3XypHO, 10 XO-
Tirocs ixaTu Tak ymepen 6e3 kparo. A MOxe Lle Kpa-
e Gyno 6 37mi3TH 3 BO3a NpPH sIKiHeOyIb XaTHHI,
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MOIPOCUTUCA HAa HIuYJgir i mpoaexaru ©OoJad OJIHH
JeHb Iix o6oporoM abo B Jici.

Oi, To He 30pa —
Hiswuna Mo,

3 HOBEHbLEUMU BI0EPUAMU
o soouuto wuwaa...

dx we xoriB 3a6yTH, Kyau ixe i HaBimoO? — He
mir. CioBa micHi Halickopiule mIMBYTH i3 cepud...

He xoTiB 06GmymyBartH, Bij 4Ooro miy"e CBOi JIO-
caigu y HoBoMy cepenoBuili. Ilepenoscim Tpeba Oyne
POBIASAHYTHCS, MepeBipUTH IPYHT, YU CIPHATIMBHH.

— Biio, 6yumranil...

A TyT yxKe 33a Kyllla BUCKAaKye CTexa:

— Crou! Kro buern?

— sl...

— A KTO Thl TaKoH?

— 3 BO30M... IOBEPTAIOCH JOAOMY...

— Kyna brerb?

CeasiHMH CIOKiHHO BiATOBiJa€:

— JlogoMmy... 1o IBaHiBKH...

— JlokymeHTbl umbemsb?

— Ta e sKicb TaM NOCBiIKH...

— [lobaxait, ToBapuuyb, ga ckopbe. ['annama-
ki ob6cTpbauBaiTh comry.

ApceH He jpaBaB ce6Ge 10Bro npocHtH. Iloku 3ii-
110 COHEYKO, BiH y)Ke BHiXaB [03a pO3TalllyBaHHS
¢poHTOBHX yacTuH. JOBruit no6yr Ha (pPOHTI HABUUB
HMOTro BiApiXKHATH Hebe3neky Bif ,HOPMAJbHO{ CHTya-
uii”. TiZbKM HepBH HamMpy:XyBaJHCs Ta Hi3Api MOLIH~
PIOBAIMCH, K y BHXKJAKa, 110 3aBiTPUB BOBUHH CJiZ.
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Cam He 3HaB, UM KOXaHHf YH OOOBSI30K THaJH HOTGx
ckopime Bmepex. I He cTaMHBes, K yxe 3aGJaHCHAH.
B JanuHi 6aHi MICBKMX LEDKOB.

Ha nepeamicri 3aixaB 10 3HallOMOi yKpaiHCBhKOI"
Mil{aHChbKkOl POAMHH. 3 Li€l POAMHH OJHMH CHH-IOHAK:
CIY2KHB Y HUX Vv wiTabi 3a nucaps. Bin BoauB ApceHa
B rocTi X0 CBOix GarbkiB. B pomumi Gyau me i
CeCTpPH-IIBAYKH i CTApIIHH CHH-YPAJLOBELb MiCbKOi:
yIpaBH.

Bci 3auByBasucs, KOJaH mob6auuaud ApceHa Ta
nie B TaKOMy BUrJsjii. ApceH He MyciB 6arato mosc-
HIOBATH, 110 NpO Horo npuisx He TpebGa 3ragyBaTH..
Bin He XOue CTATHYTH HAa rocmojapiB $KOI XaJemnu:
i TOMy npoxae JM03BOJY TiJIbKH NPUMICTUTH Bi3 i KO--

Hi B iXHi#l crafiHi, — XO0ue y HHUX nepeOpaTHCH i FIK--
110 MOXJHBO IePEeHOYyBaTH Iepuly Hid.
— Aue XX NpocHMO, NPOCHMO, — Kas3aB IpH--

BiTHUII rocnogap: KoHi Ta Bo3a mocraBUMO, HaBiThb

nomiTHO He Oype. Cepen cycifiB y Hac JOHOUIHKIB-
HeMa, Ta Temep i Beuip — Masno xTo i GauuWB Bac...
A moxo xanend, TO s BxKe i 3a CrenaHa cnojiBarmocs

Matd. AJe ,,ToBapuli’ mie He GepyThCd 3a HAC... Ma- -
OyThb LIe He 10 TOro im... [Ipomy g0 xarH...

ApceH BHiC JO XaTH MilIOK i3 CBOIMH peuyaMu..
ITonpocHB NaHHOYOK BHIpacyBaTH HOMY OGiMH3HY Ta
yOpaHHs. 3a roguHy OyB Yy)Ke BHTOJEHHI i rapHoO Mmo-
MiCbKOMY, CKDOMHO BOpaHuH. MaB JOKyMeHTH Ha-
POZHBOTO BUHTENSA i NOCBiAKY BiJl ynpaBUTENs HIKO--
JM 3 NpPOBiHLii.

[lpu BeuipHboMy uaro ApceH mompocuB Ceprist:
IlaBnoBHYa (CcTaplIOro rocrnojapeBOro CHHA-ypPsxOB-
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‘1151), IPOHTHCA 3 HUM JHO MicTa Ha npoxin. 3a miB ro-
JUHH BOHH OYJaH BXe Ha SICHO OCBIiTJIEHIH TOJIOBHIiH
‘BYJIHIL. :

ITo moposi ApceH BUNMTYBaB CBOI'O TOBapHIla
TIpO HOBE XKHUTTSA B MiCTi, PO Te, IO NHUIIYTh OiNb-
JUOBHIIbKI YacONMCH, NPO PO3NOPSAKH HOBOI BJIaIU
i Bcsiki moxpobuni Oyuim-to Gadpyxi mas 3BHYaH-
HUX THXHMX MEIUKAHIiB, a TaKi BaxHi AJsA KOXHOTO,
XTO BMi€ 3 HHMX CKJaZaTH KapTHHy HacTpOiB cepen
HaceJeHHs i 3araJpbHOro CTaHOBHIIA.

[lizuac npoxoxy ApceH HiGH Tak HEHApOKOM 3a-
‘BEPHYB y OiuHy BYJHUKY.

Ocpb 3HAllOMHE JiM: r'aHOK, BiKHO.

TemHo, sk i MoxHa Oyn0 crnojiBaTHcs.

— Ilimna go ,,Imnepismio” Ha npauipo, — MoOAy-
MaB i IIOBiB CBOTO TOBAapHIla 3HOBY Ha TOJOBHY
‘BYJIMLIO.

— A 3naere mo, Cepriro IlaBroBuuy, X0aiM 10
5, IMIIEpiam0”... moBeuepseMo... 1o6pe? — HiOU 3He-
"yeBs KUHYB ApCeH.

Moaoau#t uoJoOBiK 3aBarascsi: Beuepi B ,Imne-
piaai”’ Oynau 3a Jopori Ha HOro OHOJKET.

— UYu g 3Hal0? — gKOCb Hepimyye BiANOBiB
norJsgaryu Habik.

ApceH NnOMITHB HOro BaraHHs i 6osfuyucs piuly-
4yo0i BiAMOBH, CKOPO BHIIEpEIHB HOrO:

— $1 Bac ay:xe nmpoxarw MeHi TOBAapHIIHTH. XO-
TiB O 3arasgHyTH Ty[H, aje MeHi caMOMy $IKOCb Hifl-
KOBO IIOKasyBaTHcs... 1 Bac romy i Ayxe npoxaro
miTH 30 MHOMW0... I'apasn?...

— Ta g HiOu...
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— Bu He 6ifiteca — noXamaIHBO 10JaB ApceH:
— MeHe TYT MallKe HiXTO He 3Hae. §I TiiIbKH OxUH
pas 0yB B ,Imnepiani” i To B okpemomy KabGineri. He
JAyMaro, o0 Temep XTOCh MeHe Mi3HaB...

— Ta s He 6oroCcH, aie...

— Igemo... — pimyue 3akiHuuB ApceH i B3sB:
TOBAapHUIa IONIJX DYKY.

Hosi rocri nonpocryBanu 10 kKadelanraHy.

V.

Ocb 3HalOMi HMIMPOKi, PSICHO OCBITJEHI CXOJIH.-
Slkoch 10 1bOro uyacy ApcCeH He BifuyBaB, IO Mae
ceplie; HIYHM BOHO He BHSBJSJIO CBOEI NMPHCYTHOCTH:
B I'DYASAX. A Temep HArJ0 IOYYB, IO BOHO JeCh €.
BucTykye Ik TOAMHHHK, Hi, CTyKae€, K HEPBOBA pyKa.
JO JBepeH, KOJH XTOChb Yy 3amepTi Xxoue BHpPBATHCS
Ha BOJIO.

ApceH ax NpPUCTaHYB Ha cxoJax, 106 3acno-
KOITHCSI.

Ha xBuauHy 3aBaraBcsi, yu He BigcTynurtu. Ta:
LOChb MiJACBiOME, CHJbHIlLE fIK SICHA AyMKa, CIOKYCa,
110 OJHOrO TSITHE 3arJsHyTH [0 NPOBAa/LIsi, APYroro-
— Mop(iHicTa npUHEBOJIOE PO3A0OYyTH KilbKa rpa-

MiB COJOAKOi OTPYTH —- UHIOCh NOJAiOHE TATHYAG:
Apcena no ,Imnepismo”.
Ocpb i aBepi BiguuHuaucsi. JlBepi — Haue 10

KJIiTKH 3 JI€BaAMH; BOHH CaMi, AK J€BOBa IMaila — po3-
35IBUJIMCSA... MArHeTHYHOIO CHJIOK MNPHTAralTb nO-
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«cede... ApceH rIHOOKO BifliTXHYB i 3 UHCTHM XOJO/]1-
/HABMM BeUipHIM MOBITPAM BTSATHYB y ce0e PilllydiCTb.
‘Bin npuraias co6i nakas Ilerpa: BBiliTH y 3BSAS0K i5
TpyGanaom.

¥ BectuOyai, K 3aBX/JH, OyJO KijdbKa KenbHe:
‘piB 3 OinMMu cepBeTKaMH, EPEKHHEHHMH 4epe3 JiBy
:pyky. B 1im rypri Apcen Bijgpasy nisHaB TpyoOaiiia.
Hpyroro suafiomoro kenbHepa—2Kopxa TyT He 06y10.
:OH BiH izme uepes camto. Aje He NJAMBKHM, €/SACTHY-
*HHUM KDOKOM KeJbHepa, a NOBaXHHM, CIIOKiHHUM 1 cep-
"BETKH Yepe3 pYyKy He Mae.

Apcen 3ynuHuBCA Oinsg IIHPOKO BiJUMHEHHX
_IBepell, 3aBilllaHMX YepBOHHUMH mnopriepamu. KuBHyB
:Ha TpyOGaina; TOH XyTeHbKO NiJCKOYUB i CTaB, Ha-
“XUJAMBIIKCA Hamepen.

— XouemMoO mOChb 3iCTH... MOXe € y Bac KaukH.
51 ,,r00a10 cMaxeHi AMKI Kauku’.. — 3BEPHYBCA [J0
YHbOTO He Jy:Ke TrOJOCHO ApceH.

Y nBepsix nokasascst 2Kop:x i BKIOHUBCSI TOCTAM.

Tpybaiiio ycMmixHyBCSl i IOYaB rOJOCHO IO MO-
.CKOBCBKH:

— Huni y Hac ,,3aeup y cMmeraHi.. iHIUK, Lyxe
+«CMaYyHUH... Halla CHelisgJabHicTh... Ha xazxp, Kauyok
:Hema... lIlo npuxaxere, TOBapHIi?

BignoBigaio Tpy6aisa ApceH OyB TPOXH 30H-
‘THH 3MAHTEJNHKY, aJje He N0KasaB LbOro mo cobi i Be-
.CeJI0 3BEPHYBCS1 JO TOBapHIa:

— 3aeup — 60dArys, iHAMK AyMaB i 3[40X... IO
sBoJiere, Ceprito IlaBnoBuuy?

— MeHi 0ZHAKOBO...
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— Toxi My 3pOOKMMO TaK: MONPOCHMO HaM JaTH
3ailda Ta iHIHKA... A TOKUIIO 3aKYCOYKH... i 10 Yapli...

B cani BuGpanau cobi cronuk Oiast CTiHH, TPOXH
onojandik Bix iHmHX ctouaiB. Lle Micue x03BOJAIO 1M
MaTH B MOJi 30py BCIO CalIO i CLEHy.

IToBoJi nmpubyBaay roCTi i 3aMOBHAMU CAJIO.

Binmbmuil cTim HanpoTH CLEeHH CTOAB i3 IpH-
CJIOHEHHMH 10 HbOTO KpiceJkaMy 3ape3epBOBaHHUHU.

ApceH OOKHMHYB OKOM CaJlo.

— Oue BCA TenepilllHAg Balla CMETaHKa?

Ceprili mpHKMYpHUB JMiBe OKO i HACMilKyBaToO
BiANOBIB:

— Komyna! Sk moxu KaxyTtb: ,,KOMy—HA”...
oJHa Kareropisi i mpyra: ,xomy—Hi”... lla pemra —
Bci MH, 99% rpomaznsiH. Aze 1e Iie He BCS BepXiBKa...
Ille He 6auy TyT ,moJaiTKOMIB’, ,,BOEHpPYKiB’ abo
NpeACTaBHUKIB ,,ueka’’.

Tpyb6aiino npunic 3akycky, ropiaky. Opxecrpa
3arpaaa ,,Inrepnanionan”’, ,,Mapceniesy”’, mnotim mno-
yana rpatd Mapui. [Touanacs xabaperoBa mporpama.

Cayxaioouu Beceaoi MysukH, ApceH 061yMyBaB
TAXKKY crnpaBy: yomy To Tpyb6aiino He BiAnOBiB HoMy
yMOBieHuM 3HakoM? [lo To swaunth? Yu He 3poay-
MiB? UYu [letpo nomuauBca? A MoOxe.. MOXxe el
TpyGarino Bxe nepeiimioB Ha Gik GoabineBukiB? OTO
Oyna 6 icropisi! Bo x BiH 3Bipuscsi Homy... [IpaBna,
usg ¢pasa Mpo KaykH Taka 3BHUYaiHA, aJe.. anae K
11 KeJIbHEp 3Hae€, 10 Ile YMOBJIEHUH 3HaK... Pyka He-
€aMOXiTb HaMalyBaja B KHIIeHi GPaBHIHI...

»Ipeba MyKaTH MOYaTKy... KOroCh... YOroch, 3a
110 MOXHa 6 3ayenuTHCA ...
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I xou ax ApceH 06AyMyBaB, XO4 fIK LIYKaB PiX-
HHUX HHUTOK — - TO BCi BOHH BeJH HMOro J0 OTHOrO
kayoka: Kerri! TpeGa 3 Helo mOpafguTHCs; HacaMme-.
pex Tpeba ii nobauuTH i JOBiZaTHCH, YUM BOHA Temep
JHUXaE.

[losarogvBIIM TaKk OJHUM BHCHOBKOM CBOI
cayxk00Bi cnpaBH, — ApCeH yxe He CTPHMYBaB CBOIX
JYMOK; BOHM DO3CHIAJHUCA IO CaJi, 3UPKaJHu Ha cle-
Hy, 3arJasijanyd A0 rapiaepobu — ne, 1e ,,BoHa”?

Boaima #oro mymka, 110 BOHa Temep TaM 3a
CIL[€HOI0 TIPHUTOTOBJSIETbCA O TAKOrO CaMOr'o BHCTY-
ny, K padilme. 3MiHHJIUCA JIOAWH i NpanopH, ajge BO-
Ha He 3MiHHJa CBOI'O HiAXOAY A0 HHUX — MNpodecii-
Horo. Ta sk6u ii He OysJ0 TyT, TOAI BiH mouyBaB OH
cebe mie Giaple 6e3pafHUM, 3aryOuB OU Ty €AMHY HHU-
TOUKY, MO fKif cnojiBaBcsa 110 3MOXKe JilTH [0
KJIyOKa...

My3suka 3arpaja sIKyCb NiCEHbKY; Ha CLEeHy BH-
NypXHyJa LIaHCOHEeTKa, 3acmiBana. :

ApceH HaBiTb He OOepHYBCSl: He BOHA.. L€
Banja...

UYacrille moyand MOSBAATHCA KeJbHepH Ha cali
i 10 XBUJIWHHM MOPUHAMH y TaeMHHU4i kopugopu. His-
Jpi JOCKOTaB 3amax TIOTIOHY Ta aabkoroaw. ,,Ko-
My—Hi” Mor/ia co6i nUTH ,,caMoron”’, ictu GapaGo-
J10, a ,,KoMy—Ha”’ Moraa cobi ZO3BOJHUTH i Ha 3alud,
i Ha iHgMKa MigJAUBAHOTO KOHAKOM.

Ha caxi 3po6uBcs pyx. Kiabka xeabHepiB Girau
Hanepej /0 3ape3epBOBAaHOrO CTOJHMKA; BiJCTaBJISAIH .
Kpicaa, pO3CTaBIsiiH TOCYyAy, IONPAaBJsJIH KBITH
y n36aHkax.
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2Kop2K, KIaHsAIOYUCSH, CyNPOBOAUB IDYIy JIOJEH:
KiTbKOX BiHCBKOBHUX Yy ,,(DpeHuax” i ABOX LUBIJbHHX
y ,IOigxakax’™

Cepri#i cTpeneHyBCH.

— Ilpomuy BBa)kaTH, naHe TOBapHIly: Ie BXe

HaaTarae BepxiBka. Ouedi LMBIIbHUH y YODHIM — Ie
BJiHOB... HACTOSAILIH MOCKAaJb...

— Ile BHAOHO.. — YyCMiXHyBCs ApCeH: — KO-
Mmicap?

— Heabusaxuitl... HavaasbHHK npU@pPOHTOBOI
,,uexa’!

— Oro! I'py6a pu6a! A Ti BiliCBKOBI?

— lllta6oBuKH... OMHKUE HE 3HAKD, XTO BOHH...

FonocHO poO3MOBJsIIOUM, [pylna 3aciia HaBKO-
Jgo crosa. Kpicma me He Bci Oyau 3aHATI.

— Ara — noaymaB ApceH — IIe XTOCh Mae
OyTH...

B rtift Ge3:xypHili armMocdepi, nxe 0AU NpPUi-
1Id 1pu3abyTH Npo Bci cBOi GyxeHHi, ypsaoBi crpa-
BY, ApceH BiguyBaB mepuuil nogux HeGesmnexu. Lle He
Te, IO B MOJi, e MOXHA XOBAaTHCA i OOPOHHUTHCS.
HigifxyTs, OOGCTYNJSAT, OTJSHYThb JEriTHMAlilO, BH-
BeyTh CIIOKiHHO JABepUMa A0 3aJHbOI KiMHATH i —
mKozxa Oyne sanus Ta iHguka. Tpe6a GyJo BHIIHTH.

— 3a nHoBu# qajg, Ceprito [TaBaosuuy! — THXO
AOJaB: — TOH, IO NpHHALE...

— byxaemo 3xoposil...

YHapku sai3BeHinH, a pPa3oM 3 HMMH 3aJsCKOTi-
JH OMNIECKH: MIAHCOHETKA 3aKiHYMJA CBOKI TOUKY.

Xt1o... XT0 TaM gani? Kouau x TO Bxe ,,BOHA”
BUI € ?
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Xou OH BXKe CKOp... ApceH yBipBaB AYMKY: a II0,
SK I HOBa 3YyCTPiu NpHHECE HOMy TipKe posyapy-
BaHHA? BiH TiIbKY y CBOIX MDisIX OMOETH30BYyE —
KOro? SsHyYalHiciHbKy KabaperoBy chiBauxy! Hi, He
3a UMM BiH CIOAW IPHIXaB.

CuioMinb crapaBcs 3aBEpPHYTH Xim CBOiX may-
MOK. BiB Jerky po3MOBY 3 TOBapuilleM, a caM Cre-
JXKHMB 3a I'DYNOI0 BiHCHKOBUX 3a OiMbIIMM CTOJIOM Ha-
NPOTH CLEHH.

— IlIraboBuUKH — MaPiHysa AyMKa: — MITa0
apmii... Ot 6 gicTaTH KiJbKa OCTaHHIX OIIEpaTUB-
HUX i CUTyalifHUX Hakas3iB — 1 BKe MOxHa O Maru

JlaHi i 1po pO3MillleHHs] YACTHH, {X CHU/IY, pe3epBH, Ha-
BiTb PO HaMmiueHi NagHU... [L1g 0poro He Tpeba 3aui-
naTty ,,rpyoux pu6’, 3BUUAlHI yPSAOBII JErKO MO-
JKYTb JicTaTH Komii HakasiB... JJkOM Tak HAUTU LOPO-
ry JO nucapiB omepauidiHOrO BiAAidy...

Pifi nymMOK crmoJoxXaad 3BYyKH HOBOIL'O CHiBY.
3uaiiomuii romoc. UlapmHyBcs.. Hi, He BOHa.. Lle
JItoci cmiBae macHenbki KaGaperoBi kynietu. I'octi
BiJ BeJHWKOro croJa, paMilisipHO NJAemyTb y JOJIOHI.

,,Ara — 3Hadnia co6i Bxke apyroro fmb6a. Jlo-
Ope kaazas, Ilerpo, mo xiBuatam 3 KabapeTy He MOXK-
Ha BiputH, 00 e — METE/JHKH, IO XKHBYTh ChOTrOJ-
HilIHiM AHeM...”

Tpy6ailmo mpuHic MsCHBO. ApCeH JONHTIUBO
CIOIIsAZaB Ha HBbOTO, YM 3 MHOTVsAY, BUpasy OOG/H4-
ys5, a60 AKOTOCh HATSIKy He MOXHa OyJe BUUHTATH,
yyd TOH 3po3yMiB #oro racao. Ane TpyGaino GyB
TiIBKH KeJbHep: MiAX/Ji6HO ycMixaBcs, 3amoOirJHBO
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o6cayroByBaB i He MaB y c06i Hi PUCOYKH 3MOBHHUKA.
Kemncbka crnpasa...

ApceH BimuyB Takuil ToJ0J, HaueO HA BHCOYH-
Hax, jJe HOoci TpuMmasau foro Mpii, Jr0g¥HA Mycina sa-
OyTH PO Te, IO MAE TiMO i3 IIAYHKOM.

Ha cieni xoMiKk OHNOBiJaB I'YMOPECKH.

ApceHn morasHYBIIM Ha camo, no6auuB Jloci,
Bauay i mie oaHy IIAHCOHETKY BXKe B TOBAapHUCTBI NpH
BenmukoMy crodqi. Koo gopHoOro ,mijxaxa’ BBechb 4ac
CTOANIO KPiCJIO BiJbHE...

Opxecrpa sarpajna 6paBypHy IPUTPUBKY ZO IO-
nyasipHoi GoublieBUIbKOI miceHbku ,,Ex, s6m0uko,
KyJa Koriuics’”. &

Ha cueni manmuii Mopak. 3nig mopsAubkoi 6es
Jallika IIanouky, 0inoi 3 CHUHIMHU CTpiuyKaMu, BU3Hpa-
-JI¥ 3yXBaJjii 30J0THUCTI KyuepukH; 6inma Oar03Ka 3 IIU-
POKHM BUJIOXKEHUM KOMIpOM, HIMPOKi Oijai HITaHU 06-
roprany srpabHy (Qirypky; YyMMcb BeCeJHM i MOJOze-
UMM BiflO Bifx Hei.

Bz, aoaouro, xyoa xoriucsa?
B Iwnepian” nonadvour — we soporiwical...

Apcen Gauuthb if HapewmTi Ha CueHi, ane He cMie
CBOOIJHO MOBEPHYTH T'OJOBH, 3yMHCHe BijBeprae ii
B inmu# 6ik. He xoue, mo6 nepiue BpaxiHHS He Bpa-
3UJI0O HOTO B8aHAATO CHJIBHUM po3uapyBaHHaMm. Lly-
Kae B caMOMy roOJIOCi HaTsKiB, Y4 BOHA — CYMHA YH
Becesa, yd BKe 3a0ysa IpoO pPO3CTAHHA...

Jlense nepewmiriiu ceGe, KMHYB NMOTJSAL Ha Clie-
Hy. [lo6auuB rapHOro, MHJIOrO XJIONYHMKA, 3 JAyKABOIO
_YCMIIIKOIO i 30MTOYHUM MOTISAOM CHHIX oueil. B wi-
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py npunyzapoBaHa, Kerri, He maga B c006i Hiuoro-
BYJbI'apHOr0, SIKTO 4acTO OyBae B THX €CTPaJAOBHX:
apTHCTOK.

[lpuemHo Bpasuao Apcena U Tte, mo Kerti cmi--
BajJa He MacHi KyIJIETH, a NONYJspHi ,,yabapamiku’,,
nigdapboBaHi caTupor Ha ,,3100y IHSA'.

A na douxe ciay,

A noo 6ouxoii Kaura —
Mot myax Ooavuiesix,

A a eavioamaural...

— l'apHa aprtucrouka... KOJa, 10 KabGaperap-
xa! — osBascsi Cepriit i3 3aXOINJeHHAM.

Ocranni cioBa TOBapHlla Haye OOJHUIH HOrO:
XOJIOJZHOK BOJOIO; HaBiThb ripuie, 60Js4e APSAMHYJIH:
ioro. ,Illkoxma, mo kabaperspka”... Lllupuii OKJIHK.
OYB TakHH 3HEBaXJHBHMH, 110 ApCeH a)X NMOYEPBOHIB:
Jobpe, IO TOBApHII He 3HA€ HOro TaeMHULi. ApceH.
y AyMKax 36upaB Bigmosinb: A moxe Cepriii momu--
JSETbCS — YHM XK yci kabapeToBi cmiBaukd, OJAHAKOBI P’
Yu HeMa MiXX HHUMH YeCHHUX, SIK NIIPO Lie Hepas YHTa--
€MO B DOMaHaX...

Kerri 36upasa 6ypio onaeckiB. Hait6inbie Tpic-
KOTIB CepeJHid CTiJ, a YOPHUH ,,MiJKaK’ ax CKOUHB:
i3 KpicJa, mieckamoud B A0JOHI. Has ApceHa HOBHH.
yaap; ajxe BiH He Clinuii: BiH OaYUTh $fK IMHETHCS
TOH , mimxak”... Otxe mix HuM i KeTTi € BxKe sikmiicr
3Bs130K. UM Oysn0 6 y 1bOMYy LIOCh JIHBHOIO, HE3BU-
yaiiHoro? Jlo6pe ocrepiras #ioro Ilerpo. Uu Bapt Gy-
JO OpaTHcs 3a Take HIiMo i WTH CIOAM, A0 CaMOLO:
JigbKa B mamy?... I gasa xoro? Jag yoro?...
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A cayxb6a? A 060Bs30K? A BaxXHa Ta BiAMOBi-
.aJbHa Micis?!

Tenep BiH BisbMe ‘ce6e B pyku. He Gyne ayma-
‘TH 1po ,Hei”. Slke oMy minmo mo Tiel xabGapeTsipki,
Ky KOXKHHH MOXe KYNUTH 3a Ipolli, HeMOB pyKa-
BHYKY i KMHYTH Tak camo? Hi, mymaru, moxHa i Tpe-
0a. Amxe MOXHA OU {I BUKOPUCTATH JJifi CBOIX MLizeH.
Tpeba cTexuTH, 3 KUM BOHA Tenep ne. MaGyTh, 3 TUM
YOPHUM ,,Imigkakom”’... XTo TO? Ara — uYekicr, Ha-
YaJbHUK NPU(MPOHTOBOI ,ueka’, mpaBa pykKa KOMaH-
JHpa uepBoHOi apmii... Tpeba crnpo6yBarH...

Oxn BOHA BXe HIE... HY, TaK... IPOCTO IO CTOJA.

ApceH BiaBepHyBCs JO CTiHH, HiOH BHIAAKOBO,
koau Kerri mpoxoausna mos3 Hux. He xoriB mokasa-
TH cebe, MOKH SIKCJIiZ He 30Pi€HTYEThCS.

Hinicno Kerti cima Ha BinbHe Kpicio mopyuy i3
bainosum. JIo6pe, 1110 BOHH CHASTH CIIHHOK 10 HBO-
TO — MOXHa BiJbHilIe X 06cepByBaTH.

[Ilo6 ompaBzaTH CBOIO Jajblly MOBEIiHKY, Ap-
‘C€H IyCTHUBCA HA MaJsleHbKi XUTPOILi. 3BepTalouyucd 0
‘Ceprisi, BiH He16a/10 KUHYB:

— Kaxere, mo TO# MOCKaib y YOpHIM ,,mif-
KaKy’ TO 4YeKicT?

— Taxk... komicap BaiHOB — THXO BiJANOBIB TOH.

— Uu He 3aauusAeThCs BiH X0 TOi rapHOi 6JabOH-
JHHOUKH... apTHCTKH ?

— Moxauso... Tenep Ha Le TiTbKH KOMicapH
‘MOXKYTb cO0i TO3BOJATH...

— AHy, 1iKaBO MOCTEXHUTH... §K BOHH OYAYTb
TIOROUTHCH...

— Jobpe...
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3aigaroun MeuyeHr, MOJOMI JIOAHW KHAAIH IIO--
TJSIAM Ha Ccaiio.

Ocb ,,mijpKax’”’, TOBEPHYBCS JO 30JOTHCTOI To-
JiBKH i TOy601 CYKOHKH. 3irHyBcs MiBAYTrO — MI0Ch
10Jae, mpumnpourye. 30JA0THUCTI Kyd4epHKH Biakuaa-
10ThCe Hasdajx. [octa me. HopHuUil ,,igxKax’ IOBEPHYB-
csi 1o croaa. imare. 3a MiHyTy -— UYOpHA TOJOBA,
yCMiXHeHa 1O ByXa, II0Ch pO3MOBifae sicHii. HAcHi
Kyuepi TpeMTsaTb — CTPsICAIOTbCA BijJ cMixXy. Bignaib.
MiK YOpHHUM ,,ITijKaKkoM’ i ronay6o0i0 CyKHEIO 3 IiB
meTrpa. Ta OChb BOHA 3MEHIIYETHCH — ,,IiMKaAK’ NPH-
CyBaeTbcd A0 CYKOHKH. OJIMH pyKaB JiI Ha CIHUHL]
Kpicsa, 3pOOMBIIK YOpHY cMyry Ha roay6im tai. Cy-
KOHKa KOKeTye, BiJiIcyBaeTbcsi: MaOyTb uye HOTOPK
i He mignaerbca. omy6uil pykaB cTae MOMiXK CYKOH-
KOI i ,mimxakom”. [IlanpbyuK migHOCUTBCSI BBEpX
y KapTiBIMBil MOrposi: He BinbHO! Aje ,,migxak’ 1o-
HOBJIIOE CBOI aTaku, MiAcyBaloyucsd e OJauxkye, ya-
CTYIOUH, NpUMOBJAOYM. [Iposopoi Bimpamni mnomix
,IiPKAaKoOM™ 1 CyKHEI HeMa: MEXVIOTb OJHa, 3 Ol-
HOI0, SIK JIBi YaCTHHHU JBOKOJLOPOBOI'O mpanopy. Hop-
HUN DyKaB 3i CHHHKM Kpicia HamaraeTbcsl JSArTH Ha
rony0y CHHHY, MOXe TPOXH HMKYe — Ha craH. ['o-
JayOuil pykaB y cBOill 060pOHi 6€ CepBETKOI0 YOPHOIO:
BJIi3JIUBISL.

— A nuBitbcsi — ckpuKHYB Ceprifi: — {ii-bory,
BiH xoue ii o06HaTu! JUBiTh... AHBITH...

Apcen xyTko obepHyBcs n0 Tiei mapu. O60po-
HSIIOUUCs KapTiBauBO Bixg Buainoma, Kerri spobuaa.
rAMOIMHA BHUXUJAAC. 3 pPO3roHy ii roJdiBka MOBEPHY-
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Jacs maiixe Hasax — i e B TOH MeHT, KOIH ApceH
IJISILiB IPOCTO HA HHX.

XpuanHa — 1 IXH] oui 3ayenu/aHcsd, 9K ABa MPO-
XO2Ki Ha posi ByJauli: 3JuUBYyBaNHCA i He rOJHI PYyIIH-
THCA 3 Micld; Iie-K — JaBHI 3HaHOMI He 3HaJau OJHE
PO OJHOrO, 10 BOHH B TOMY CaMOMYy MicCTi!l

Mysuka rpana Bf3aHKY MNPUCTPACHHX IHTaH-
CbKMX pOMaHciB. JIerkuit 3 mouaTky Beuopa FOMiH Ha
caJii TeIep NepeTBOpPIOBaBcsA B ramac. bom6amu Buly-
XaJI¥ 3PUBH CMiXy 1 PO3CHUIIANIHUCS SIK JAYHA BiJ CKOpO-
CTpicmiB. XMapH TIOTIOHEBOrO JUMYy HABUCAJHd HaJ
CTOMMKAMH i1 3amamopouyBanu. Beuepsi mnepexonuaa
y TYJBHIO.

Apcenosi 3nasanocs, mo Kerturi oui ax momu-
PHJIMCS BiJ 3AWBYBaHHA. Aje B HUX He MOXxHaA O6yJaIO0
BHUMTATH, YH BOHA Mi3HA/MIa HOro uM Hi.

Ocb BOHA 3HOBY CXUIASTBHCH JO YOPHOTO ;,Mif-
JKaka’. A 110 fK BOHA Temep NPUXUIbHA 0 GOJbIlle-
BHKIB, i oue BUsBJAse DaiHOBy, 110 Ha cani 39BUBCS
nepeom’meﬂuﬁ VKPAaIHCbKUI cTaplinHa 3i witady?

BigpyxoBo pyka norsaraacs Q0 KulleHi: Gpas-
Higr Ha Micui... ITouys HeGesmexky — y HHLOMY IIpO-
KMHYBCA OOMOBHK, IO KiNbKa POKIB BOIOBAB y IMepIIiH
MiHIl PPOHTY — KO/MHCh MOCKOBCHKO-HIMENBKOTO i 1€
TaK HeJaBHO YKpaiHCbKO-OoJbliieBHIbKOTO. Hi, 31a-
€ThCsl, MOKHMINO Hiyoro Hema mnigospinmoro. Och Kerri
nijgBenacs, yCMiXalOyucs IIOCh TOBOPUTH JO CBOTO
»KaBajsepa”, BUHIIJA 10 BeCTHOYJIO i 3a KilbKa XBH-
JIHH y)Ke 3HOBY Ha cBOMy Micui. B cropony Apcena
OinbIle He TafHYJMa — MaOyThb He IMi3Haja.
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ApceH 3aMOBHB KaBy. 32 AeAKHMH CTOJAMH Ms-
Hi rOJIOCH 3aBOJMJH MiCEHb.

3 mymMoM 3aKiHUMB Beuyepio cepenHiil cTin. Myx-
YHHM M 00 BeCTUOY/II0, MIaHCOHETKH 3a CILEeHY.
OsiTHeHI Y mJalli MYXYUHA BUAHO — YeKaJad Ha xi-
HOYe TOBapHCTBO. ‘

ApceH TpaTUB TepIielb, XOTiB NPOCTIAUTH 3 KUM
Kerti mize uu moine.

Haue BiguyBmIM ApCeHOBY HeTepmasuky, Tpy-
Oairo migbirae 3akiHuyBaTH paxyHoK. Ha casai cramo
MeHlle rocred. Tpy6aiio HaxuauBca 10 ApceHa —
1 TOH HArJO CTpemeHyBCH, K KOBHIp Ha yarax, IO-
YyBIIW YMOBJIEHUH CHUI'HAJ: |

— ,,CBificbki Kauku cmaunimi”... Bac micias nan
COTHHK $SIMO6O?P

Tax camo THXO BigMmOBiB ApceH:

— Tak... cotHuk $M60... Maw 10 Bac CIPaBy...
Ile mi#i ToBapuml... Halll YOJOBIK, — J0JaB, MOKa3aB-
my Ha Ceprisi: — Mo0OXKeMO TOBOPHUTH CMIJHBO...

TpyOaiio BUTATHYB 3 KUIIEHI KaMmi30JbKH Ma-
JUA 3BUTOYOK IMarepy.

— lle nas naxa... Bix manHd Kerrti...

[ToxanuBo ApcCeH pPOSrOpPHYB 3allMCKy: ,,2K0B-
TOA3I00UKY, HIU NPOCTO A0 MeHe i XJU KOJO XaTH,
Ko 6 MeHe me He Oyno. Kerri”.

ApceH ax MOYepPBOHiB, BUTEP IiT 3 YoJa.

— JoGpe... Isikyo... A 3 Bamu, ToBapumy Tpy-
Oaitje, a Mar0 OKPEMO rOBOpPUTH... e HaM HalKkpaie
3yCTPIHYTHCH?

Tpy6aitio nmouaB MipKyBaTH:



s9

— Tlagmaro, o Halikpauie B MeHe B Xari, 3aB-
Tpa BpPaHII.

— lapazjg... [Ie Bu MemKaeTe?

— Byuuua Cnagucra, uuciao 11.

— UYekafiTe MeHe KOJIO 8 IOJUHH.

—- Jlobpe...

3anjgaTUBUIN 3a Beuepro, ApCeH 3BepHYBCS M0
TOBapUINA:

— Jsaxyio Bam, Cepriro IlaBmoBuuy, 3a TOBa-
puctBo... HouyBatu y Bac cboronHi g He 6yny... Baa-
rani g 60aBcad OM HapaxkaTH Baul JiM Ha HeOesleky.
Jaxyro s3a Te, O A0ci 3po6uan aas MmeHe. Temep
s BXKE 3BfI3aBCS 3 HALUUMH JIIOJIbMH...

— SIk yBaxxaere — BiANOBiB TOH: — B ycaxomy
‘pasi mamaralTte npo Hac. [lakyio BaM 3a Beueplo i npu-
€MHO NPOBEAEHUN Yac... A 10 3pOOUTH 3 BalIUMHU pe-
yaM¥ Ta KiHbMH?

— Jlam 3Hatu misHime. [TokuIo Hexaw OYAYThb
'y Bac. Peui n1o6pe cxoBaiTe mosa XaTol, a KOHI, fIK
ragaere... — [apaapn.

CkopuMM KPOKaMH ApCceH mepeiInos siCHO OCBIT-
JIeHi ByJIMLi i 3aBepHYB y GiuHy TeMHY BYJIHUKY.

OpnHa 3anucouyka 3BOPOX00OUIA HOro — BCi J0-
TemepiliHi CyMHiBH posBisinucg. OTke BOHaA ueKkasa
4a HbOTO, Ii3Hala Bi[ [epioi XBUAUHN — HE TiTbKH
‘OKOM, a CcepleM.

BeuipHs npoxoJsofa TBepesuJa rapsiui JyMKH:

»A MOXe 1Ie TinbKHM 3acigka? Hexa#t i He 3aciza-
K4, a NOIPOCTYy OXOTa MPOJOBXKYBaTH KOPHCHE 3HA-
#oMcTBO. BOHa HaneBHe He crmojiBajacs, IO BiH Oyne
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TaKui mieApuit... JK MOsCHUTH CBifl noBopor? Yu BO-
Ha IOBIpUTb, IO BiH BepHYBCS TiJAbKH Aasa Hei? Bo-
Ha-XK posyMie, sika e Hebesneka. A KOJIM B Hif 1mpO-
OyAUThCS CYMHIB, IO Ie He Ajd Hei, TOJXi BOHA TPHU-
Mae HOro B pyKax, K TMaByK MyXy.. Ta He mitu He
MoxkHa Oyio. [le-k He TiIbKH JOGOBHA 3yCTpiY, a JH-
NIHOMATHUHE 3aBJaHHA...” _

Apcenosi HafiBaxcue GyJIO BiAmoOBiCTH cOOGi ACHO,
YoMy BiH Tax CHIiIIMTHCSA: YU TOMY, IO HAOr0 TOBa-
pHINi KIyTh SIKHAHIIBHANIMX 3BiCTOK BiJl HbOrO 4YH
TOMy, [0 BiH MOGa4YuTh AIBUMHY, PO AKy Tax Oara-
TO JAyMaB BiJ TOTO OMSIHIIOrO BeuOpa...

Yu jpo6pe, un He n06pe 3po6uB — mpomnano!
Temep yxxe BiBOPOTY HeMa.

JIBepi BIAXUJIUAXCA HA JAHIIONKKY.

— To rtn, KoBTOA3106UKY ?

ek

— llpomy, zaigy...

ApCeH mepecTynuB MOpIr i MaB Take BpaKiHHS,
KOU BXOJIHB JO Nijg3eMHOI Keqaii 3MOBHHKIB.

VI

3HafloMa KiMHATKa. AJe BXKe 3 MepIIoro Ior/ad-
Ay ApceH mowmiTuB, U0 € TYT saKicb 3MiHH. He Basus-
Jucst B 6esnanii 4acTHHHU OJsriB; 3i CTiH 3HUKJIU Ma-
JIOHKH Ta JIHCTIBKM 3 PIXKHHMH NapaMH Ta MOIiNyH-
KaMH, LIO HarajayBaJ/JH 3aKyJiCOBY pO3JAra/jbHIO IIaH-
CoHeTKH. KiMmHaTKa cTaja gKach CKPOMHIIIa, IPHBIT-
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Hilla — HaragyBajga CTYJAEHTCbKY Iapybouy MaH--
capzy. ;

3za mapasany Buitmia Kerri. fIxkach Hecminuaa,.
MPUHUILKIA.

— 3mo0poB 6yB, ZKOBTOA3I06GHKY...

— JloGpuBeuip, KerTi...

Apcen yasB ii 3a pykd i He 3HaB, 0 JAali PoO--
OUTH.

— Tu morapHiza 3a TOM KODOTKHMH uac, craja
SKach iHaKIia...

— CmpaBi? — ycMixXHyJacsd BOHA, JErkKo IIO-
gepBoHiBImK. KerTi cupaBxi BUrIsfZasa NPHPOJHO:
HEHAIIMIHKOBAHA, TiMbKH JierKO NPUIlyApOBaHa, OMISr-
HeHa y CKpoMHy OJI030YKy Ta CIiTHHUKY.

— Tu HiIOM He apTHCTKA.. CKOpillle HAraiyeln
MO0 cecTpy- rimMHasuctky. [#i-Bory... Ot nmorasHy Ha
Te6e i MUMOXiTb npurazyroo Haraaky, Taxky, sIKOKW 4
3aaMIIuB il TOMY JBa POKH JOMA...

— Tax? J nyxe timycs num. ,Hy, cizaéi Ap--
ceHe. Mo:xe XodYell KaBu, 4aio?

—— Hi, msxyro... Ty x 3Hael, mo g BXKe IO Be--
uepi.

Apcen gKocbh Hepimyue BUNYCTHB ii pyku. XoTiB
il OOHATH, MOLIMYBAaTH — He HaBaxuBcA. lIpurajnas
CcOo6i mepmIi BiABiAWHH — HE 3HaB, YU BOHHU JN03BOJA-
0T OYTH CMIJIUBIIINM, YU HaBNAKW BUIIPABAYIOTb HO-
ro Higkosicth. Bimuys, mo Kerri crasa gkacb cTO-
pPOKKa, HIOH rajexa.

B yaBi noscraB KoMmicap bainos. 3asapomi no--
yangu ApsinaTH ceple.



92

— Sk He Xouell yalo, TO Cifaif, TOrOBOPUMO...
— npunpoinyBana Kerri: — $ tak rimycs, mo Tebe
Hauy...

— Timumcsa? — KUHYB HeXOBIPAUBO.

— Taxk... cpaBai ayxe pazna.. S BBech yac ay-
Maja npo tebe...

— $l Takox...

ApceHOBi He BHUXOJHB 3 rosioBU BiiHOB; mIykar
'3aco0iB, k6K BiaBepHyTH KerTi Bix xowmicapa i mpu-
TpuMaTy il mpu coobi.

— Ara, namsaraem Kerti, ocraHHbOrO pasy s
00iliB BepHYTHCSI A0 Tebe... XOTiB, 11006 TH BBECH
yac Oymaa 3i MHOI. MeHi Tak Tpeb6a Temep KOroch
-BansbKoro, muporo. HixTo 3 Hac He 3Hae, 110 Oyne
3aBTpa.. J1 pO3yMilo, IO TH MAaell CBOIO IIPALO i He
MO2Kell i1 MOKUIATH, MAEll CBOi 0OOBSI3KH, KIOMOTH...
AJe 3a MaTepisiibHU 6iK He TypOyiics. 51 Mar0 JHOCHUTH
rpouel, Oigpll K MeHi Tpeba. He Bipum? §I kaxy
.30BCiM INHDPO, MO TOBapucbku. Koam rimbku TO6i
Tpeoba... :

BiH BHHAB 3 KHILIEHI mayky GaHKHOTIB y 00/b-
LIeBHIbKINA BaJiOTi i mokaaB ix Ha ctia. Kerri sixoch
po3ry6JeHO NOrJsHyJda Ha XJOMNUs, i Harao ii Beauki
OMaKUTHI Oui 3aJUJIHCS CHi3MH.

Bona He Bmepuie Opaja rpoili BiJ CTOPOHHIX
MY2KYHH HaBiTb TOJi, KOJH He BBaxaJa Ipollel 3a-
CJIyKEHOI0 BHHATOPOJOK 3a CBOE TOBapucrBo. Yo-
My-XK caMe Temep Lied LIMPHUH JKeCT IOHAKa TaK IJIH-
60K0 BpasuB Ii, 06pasuB x0 riaubuuu aymi? Joci mi
PO3paxyHKH He Majad B Hei HiYOro CHiJbHOI'O 3 cep-
neM. Jl'ogu, 3 IKHMH BOHA Beuepsija, cMisizacs i mpo-
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BOJAMJA Hi4 He MOrJaH ii 0o6pasuTH — BOHA IOBOJW-
Jacsi 3 HUMH $IK 3 piBHUMH — 1O KyIelbKH.. A
TeIep...

JuBuaaca Ha ApceHa, KOHBYJbCIHHHH KOpY ro-
JIOBH CTpPHUMaB ii MOBY.

ApceH 3HiIKOBIIHH CTOsIB Ginst Hei, He 3HAB, LIO
pobury. Bin He BMiB moTimaTtd KiHOK, HaBiTb HiKOAW
He MaB TaKOro BHNAAKy, H100 sKach XKiHKA NJaKana
nepes HUM i TO IIe 3 HOrO BHHH.

Kerri mouama gerine BigauxaTH i XyCTOUKOI:
BUTHpana o6auyys.

— 3abepu ui rpomi... i #au cobi, Apcene...

— UYoMy? mo crazoca? si He PO3YMil0 B UimM
crpasa...

— L.. i He Tpeba... pO3yMiTH, KOJH TH... He Bix--
YyBaell TOrO, IO MEHi 3amoAifiB...

— Ta mox Take cramocad, Kerri? Cxkaxw
npocro... [i-Bory, He 3Hal, WO s moraHe 3pOGHB...

— Bisbmu cBoi rpomii.. Tu... He Mir yxe BiI
YOrochb iHIIOrO MOYaTH PO3MOBH TiJbKH BiJ rpouief,.
AKOH XOTiB 3a3HAYUTH, IO AJS TAKUX K A — —

Bona 3HOBY NpHJIOXHJA XYCTKY KO OYeH.

ApceH GOpPOHMBCH, fIK MIr, yKe He 3HAIOUH, UM
He NOripuiye CrpaBu:

— Or i maem!.. Aje X paHillle TH He TiJbKH
B3fiJla TpoIli, a e ¥ caMa BUMarazaa ix..

— Tak, ne mpaBja... ane TOAi TH OyB JJs MeHE:
30BCiM uyxkHi... Sl Toxi me Tebe He Koxaja... §1 Oyaa
TIIbKM IIAHCOHETKA, a He XiHKa... § aymadna, mo 3y-
crpina B T06i JMI0AMHY, KA 3p03yMie MeHe. MeHi 31a-
Ba/IOCHd, IO g Bigdysaa B TOOi MMPiCTh, HiXKHE BigHO-
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‘HIeHHd 40 MeHe. Moxe g He Bapra Tebe.. MOXe TH
MeHi He BipuIl, aje s LIMPO [IOKOXana, a TH 00pasuB
MeHe...

— Bu6au, Kerri... $-x Tak He JaymaB, 51 XOTiB
TO6i TiJIbKK JONOMOTTH.

— A g xouy Biggarm T06i Ti rpomi, IO TH
MEHi 1aB...

Boua xXyTKO KUWHyJacsi 32 mapaBaH, Nollapynina
Tpoxu B madi i BUHLIIA 3 NAKYHOUKOM Yy PYIi.

— 4 Toxi me nmpuroroBusa T06i IOXAPYHOK,
aje BM XYyTKO Biactynmuau. $ He Mmorua 1061 #oro
'BPYUMTH, XOU IIyKana 34 TOOOK LiAUH JeHb.

Ha croxni 3a6amcia rapHa cpi6Ha mamipOCHHUS.

— A ue mo? — 37AuUBYBaBCA ApCeH, IOKA3yIUH
Ha JiTepH.

— Xiba x He poraxyeuicg? Imigigawm... TBOI —
»ApceH 2KoBTOI3I00HK’ ...

Apcen ycmixnyBcs. [TouyB y co6i ropHicTb MyX-
YUHY, CBiJJOMOr'O TOro, 10 HOTO KOXAaIOThb.

— To ta cupaBnmi MeHe kxoxaen, Kerri?

Bona xpi3p c1p03u cnabo BCMiXHyJacH.

— Jlypua OyJa... 3aKkoxajach... A tenep — 6auy,
110 TH He BapTHH TOrO...

ApceHn 3iaxXHYB.

— Kaxemnr, n1o g Te6e oOpasuB?

— Tak... 9 He cmopmiBa/Jacs, MO0 TH SKOCb BiJ-
"pasy MOBepHell TaK cIpaBy y Taku# 6ik, Tak rpyoo...
Bona ne morsa Ha#iTH BiANOBiZHUX CJiB.

ApceH rapsde 3anepeyuB:

— 3Bigxu B Tebe Taka AUBHA AYMKa, IO 9 XO-
TiB Tebe obpasutur? Ex, Kerri, Kerri.. Tu rigbku
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TOAyMaii: TH XK 3HAEW, IO § CTapUIMHA YKpaiHCBKOI
apmii?

— Hy, rax... aze 1 He po3yMilo, IO Le Mae
CII/IBHOTO...

— I ochb s Temep y BOPOXKOMY 3ami/ii... KPydy-
cs KOJIO caMoro IeHrpy ixHpoi apmii. Tu 3Haem, o
Ha TAKHX JIOJeH AMBAATHCS, K Ha HINMIYHIB. SKOH
MeHEe CXOIHJH, TO SIKCTiM MeHe MOBicHaH O...

Kerri oui poslIMUpUIANCS; B HUX 3apUCyBaBCd
LIUPUN OCTpax.

— Hi, wi! Llporo He moxe OyTH!

Kerri xwmHynsacss 10 HbOro, Haue cOOOK0 XOTi-
Ja HOro 3acTyluTH BiJ rpisHOi HeOe3NeKH.

— Ocp i Temep 3amurtapi cebe: MO XK MEHE IO-
TATHYJAO CIOJQH, K HE TH?

— Tu xoriB MeHe 6GauuTH?

— Ta Bxe aymail, 9K XOUell...

— UYekafl... 1 3apas...

Kerri migifimsia 10 CBOro TyaJdeTOBOTO CTOJU-
Ka, KOJbOHCBKOIO BOJOI0 3MHUJIa cOOi Jauie, NpUIy-
JpyBaJgacsi, i ax TOJi 3HOBY MOBepHyJacs A0 ApceHa.

— Tu cmpaBai sagna MeHe JicTaBcs CIOAU?

— Mymy 106i npaBny ckasaru, Kerri. 5 nmpuii-
woB crogu me i giag npaui. Flam Tpeba Matn npesxi
inopmanii. BifiHa fime He TIIBKM CaAMHMU KYJISMH,
ajge i JaHMMH, 0po npoTuBHUKA. CI0[M MaB iXaTH XTO
iHImKM, ane g ZOOPOBINBHO MiIIOB, 106 NpPH Tif Ha-
rojai mo6auntu Tebe... S ayxe TyKHUB 3a TOGOI...

Kerri normsiHysa oMy ODpoOCTO B OYi i yCMix-
Hysnacsg 6e3 OZHOI 3MOPIIKH.

— I tu He Gofmica?
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— Yoro?

— Hy, xou 64 TOro, 1m0 NpU3HAEUICH NMPO Iie
nepeji MHOK? AJIKeX TH HaBiTb CbOTrOJHI 6auMB Me-
He B TOBapHCTBI TOTO, YOPHABOroO Kowmicapa... Tu 3Ha-
€I, XTO BiH?

— 3Haw: KoMicap HpH(ppOHTOBOI ,ueka’...

Kerri morasiHysa Ha HBOrO, JYKaBO MNPHEKMY-
PUBIIH OKO.

— A sk g BuAaM Tebe HoMy? A MOXe BXe U BH-
Jazna?

ApceH npoHIIOBCA IO KiMHaTi, HaJ YUMOCh Mip-
KYBaB.

— Baunm, Kerri, Meni 31aeTbcs, 1o TH He uy-
XKHUHKa... 60 TH TaKk J0Ope rOBOPHII MO-YKPaiHChKH...
Tu yxpainka, npaBjua? ‘

— Ykpainka? Moxe OyrtH... $ Hax umM xoci
i He aymana, — HisikoBo npomoBusa Kerri, ane B ii
04yax NOSIBHUBCS HEBHAAHHM JOCI BHpPa3...

— Koau TH He npuaHaemics [0 uyxKOi Halio-
HaJbHOCTH, TO BXe MiB 6igu — rapsiue kasaB ApCeH.
sl He 3Haw, YOTO TH MomaJja IO TOro IiaHraHy, Ker-
Ti?... X0AiMO [0 Hac.. ¥ Hac B apmii e xiBuarta, 110
IpauiolTh A5 OaTbKiBUIMHM $IK CECTDH MHJIOCEPAd,
JlesiKi HaBiTb OIOTbCA SIK BOSIKH.

— 3a Ykpainy? — mnepenurana Kerri, Haue He
poayMiJaa.

— Hy, Tak... 60pIOTbCS 3 MOCKAJISIMU, HALIUMHU
BOporaMH... TH TiJbKM NMOAyMal: CKiJIbKH KPHUBJ IIe-
perepmiB BiJ HMX Hall Hapopl.

— O, Tak! — gKocb rapsiue ckpukHyaa Kerri,
Tak LI0 HaBiTb ApCeH 3BEpHYB HA Ile yBary.



— Tu 1mochp 2Haew Npo Le?

Kerti 3igxnyna:

— Hiuoro... npuragazia codi MOK paHHIO MO-
JIOJICTh... Asie He nuTal npo e, ApceHe, He 3raayi —
Haue Gjarasa BOHA.

— Dauunni, a i nurana, 4d g He GosBcA TOOI
BCe ckasaTH. Meni 37aBajocs, 1O f, BiAYyBIIH y TO-
6i semasiuxy, nosuHed OyB Tak 3poOutu. Temep 7a-
KMH Yac, IO 3eMJsKH BiIMYBaKTb OJWH OJHOTO 3
nepuioro mordasaay. TyT yxe He pillalOTh SIKiCb Tam
Tporpamosi pixHuULI, apTifiHi, a MONPOCTy cama CTH-
xig semsi. KoxHME i3 Hac BTATHYB y cebe pas3oM i3
HAaUMM HeOOM i YODHO3€MOM 1| MeplIMMH 3BYKAMH
MaTipHOI MOBHU INOUYBAHHS, fAKe CKOpilllé uM Ti3Hiie
IDOPBETHCH, KOJU MaTH npoTyd cebe JAIOAUHY iHUIIOTO
Kpato, iH1I01 6yBa/iblIIUHH.

3anajn, 3 KHM HpOMOBJSIB ApPCEH HE MaB Yy CO-
6i Hivoro 3 BiyeBoi mpomMoBH. BiH Haye npucayxyBaa-
€A JO TOTO, LIO Ipa€e B MOro AyUli i TOJOCHO CHOBI-
JaBcs nepej OMH3bKOO 0 JHHOM. =

Kerti uyna, uio B ii aymi BOpyIIHTHLCS He3HaHe:
Joci MOuyTTH HanioHAaABHOI crnibHOTH. - [loTenep
BOHa BBaxana cebe ,,pycckoi” a6o ,,MaI0pPOCKOI0”
Ta i yce.

AX TyT Hapa3 BHDHHYJA [epej Hew JIIOJMHA,
110 Haye-0 TO HajgaBa/jga HOBHH 3MIcCT ii KUTTIO. ApCeH
3BEPHYB ii yBary camolo CBO€K 0c06010 Ha 60pOTh:
0y, 1o Oymye moskosaa Hel. [loci- Kerrti Tinbkn 60-
poJaacs 3a OyJeHHHH NPOXKHUTOK, 33 CYKOHKY; 3a Ka-:
TeM0X, 3@ AKYCh UAUBKY, BigTernep cTano iit scHO,
L0 € Lie IHOCh BHiiie, KPalite, {0 BUNOBHIOE JIOHUHI

7
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KUTTA. SIk6U BOHa i OGysna XOTizna KOJH 3aXONUTHCS
SIKUMCh ineasoM, He Gyaa 6 3Haxa, fiK e MOXe BH-
rasizati. KoxaHHs BiAKpUZIO Nepes HEIO L{OChb HOBE
SIKOCb TaK JHMBHO HNPOCTO i HECHOAiIBAHO.

Hlopas Bupasmiule Ha3piBano B Hei OGaxaHHA
OyTu TaM, e Apcekr.

— TIlomaraTu... nmomaraTu.. — B 3aAyMi memn-
tasa Kerri: — Ajse uuM? YuM g MOy HOMY NOMOITH >

ApceH OXXHMBHUBCS.

— bByao 6 tinmbku Gaxanusa, Kerri, a cnocobmn
Ta Haroja 3Hanaytbcs. Hang uum Tpeba moiymarw...
Or Gauumi, Temep TH MOXeUI MeEHi NOBIpHTH, IO
s1 Tebe Koxaw, 60 HaBiTb Taki BaKHi, TAEMHi CIpaBH
JOBips0 TOGi... A 3pemTol0 i CBOIO 0Oe3neKy Biaaaro:
TO6i B PYKH...

Yp x TO Gararo TpebGa apryMeHTiB JJs Cepus?

Tensa ycminika 3aicKpuJa 3amnjakaHi OYeHATa,
BUKJMKAJa YEepBeHb Ha UIiUKH, BOPYXHyJa KyTHKa-
MH YCT...

— Bipio, Bipto, Apcere... I ™1 Bip MeHi.. {1 He
JOHOIMIA, He Buiam Tebe, 60 a1 mUpO Tebe KOXam...
Ta me maw 1o tebe OjaHe NMPOXaHHA: He HasuBaw
mene ,Kerri”... 1 — Karpyca Tpuripra.. 3 ceaa
lilepoiB... :
. Po3moBa JBOX 3aKOXaHHMX MoOxe OyTH 0e3Ko-
HeuHa i HeaBuuyalHO npocra. Tam, ze inmi morpeGy-
f0Th HaraTo ciB i HOKa3iB i Hepa3 JoBroi cymepeu-
KM — 3aKOXaHi pO3yMilOTb OJHE OJHOrO0 — MOrJs-
JAOM, HaTAKOM. '

Kerti Ta Apcern OyJH B He3BHYaWHHX o6cTaBH-
nax. Haexono sinbypanucs HeCaMOBHTI NOZii; TOPO~
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LIUA¥CA Marepis/bHI Ta JAyXOBi LiHHONII, 3aXHTyBa-
JHCA CBITONOLJASIIM, XapakTepH, CYCHiAbHI HOPMH,
JIIOACBbKE KHTTA BTPayaslo CBOIO BapricTb. Pepodrouid
T2 BiHHa.

KerTti B2Ke mpuBHKJIa 10 ycMmimox Epoca; mexa-
HIYHO HllJia Ha3ycTpiu ¥oro 3abarankaM. Aje ApceH
He Te, mo iHmi. TyT He TpaB poJai Gesraysauil MOPUB
OIHOI XBHJHMHH, Hi THMYacoBa CHMIIaTig, HI X0JA01-
HHH o6paxyHOK. Koau BOHa po3MoOB/sia 3 HUM — He
BiguyBaJa, IO CUAUTH Oinsg MyXUMHM, — Hax ii 3MH-
CJaMH{ NaHyBaJa siKacb BHIA, HOBA CHJa. ApceH mpo-
PBABCS Kpi3b cMepTeJabHHI JaHIIOr (DpOHTY, NpHOYB
y camy BOpOXKY Namly, Je Ha HbOrO Ha KOXHOMY KpO-
ui yurae Hebesmneka, cmepTb. lle He Ta cama cuaa,
o padimle, TsrHe foro xo Hel. BoHa uye Ha cobi
TPEMTiHHSI HOro rapsiuux pyk, aje TOH NaJKHH CHO-
rag obnikae ii ycra, sKOH MOLIJIYHKOM TdaeMHOrO
MaHJApiBHHKA, 10 6JarocIoBUTL ii i BiAXORUTH.

Kerri Bxe He OyJa IIaHCOHETKa, a JIOJHHA,
B gKili npoOyauaaca ayuia. BopyxHyaucs npucrasi,
IpUINIOPOLIEHI NMOYYyBaHHs — TiIBICTh, CaMONOIiaHa,
NoTpedH npaBAM, a X0 Toro 1i ceizoMicth noyanaa
HEKONOITH HOBE MOUYYTTA — OCOPYKHOTO KHUTTS, fIKE
BOHA BeJe.

Hlobpe... ApceH koxae ii, aze uM x BiH Molranye
ii micas Bcboro? 2KiHowa rigmicTb 06ipyd cxonuaa
KerTuny BOJIO i cTpHMasa BiZ OCTaHHBOI'O KPOKY.

Kerti moguBuiacss ApceHOBi NPOCTO B OUi i yep-
BOHIIOYH cKasaJja: .

— Apcene!l... nomapyd MeHe.. dK TiJbKH MO-
Keul.., -
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Ii romoe Tpemris, y HboMy OpeHino GaaraHss:

— § pas tebGe He [IAHCOHETKA.. # XIHKA..
i Koxaw Tebe...

Apcen 37HBOBAHO NOIJIAHYB Ha Hel i MHMOXITb
BHIYCTHUB 3 OOGilIMiB.

Bona KHHy/a Ha HbOTO HECMIHBHHU TOIVISL:

— He cepauca, munuil... He posymiii meHe no-
ramo. $1 sHaw, MO0 7 He BapTa TOIO... aje MPOIy Te-
6e, Apcene, — migTpuMail MeHe.. AJDKEX TH iHaiie
NOBOJAUBCA OU 31 CBOEH HApEUEHOI0 3 MOPAJHOI pPO-
aubu?... [Ipasxa?... $1 Takox xouy OyTH MOPAL...

[IpokoBTHYyJa KiHelUb CJA0Ba, 4 0Yi 3HOBY 3DO-
OMIACH BOTKI.

Apcen Biaifimios, ciB Ha Kpicio, 3aKypuB HAMi-
pOCKYy 3 HOBOi cpibHOI namipocHuui. Mosuas i Ha-
NpyXeHo JyMaB — aJjie Npo mo, cam He 3Has. Oaxe
TibKM Haouy 06auuB, 0. KerTi CcTAaAa HOBOIO JIOJHU-
HOIO. ,
— Tu He rHiBacuics HA MEHEP — HECMIJIMBO Ha-
6GamKanacsi BOHa JO HbOTO.

— Hi, Karpycw, #e raisatocd... 51 n1pocro 3my-
yeHUH, 3pO6HB BEMUKY AOPOTY i OOCTABUHHM TaK XBH-
JI0I0Th, MiJAPHBAIOTH HEPBH... XOTiB OM BiAMOYUTH, 00
3aBTpa Mawp 0araro poOGOTH. : ‘

ApceH TOYYB BEJHKY BTOMY, fIKOM 3aBTpa MaB
JAAMUTHUCS Y JAOBL'Y HEeBilOMY AOpPOTY.

— A e X TH 3yNHHHUBCA?

— Hine. Tam, ge s GyB, y:Ke HE MOXY 6y’m =

— Hy, To asraét TyT... a 3aBTpa n06a4UMO...:

KerTi 3BUHHO NPHrOTOBUA JiKKO.

— A saxxe Tt Oygemi? e cmarumenr?
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— He rtyp6yjics npo MeHe.. 3peIITOK TyT...
3 106010 Gyay.. OT NPHCTaBJAK TiAbKM Kpicaa.. Hy,
nouinyi xe meHe Hago6paniu. 2KoBTOA3IO6HKY... i He
ruipaucy...

Bola niacraBuaa oMy cBO€ JHYKO.

— Jo6paniu, Mos Karpycho...

Bin ii migHo nouinysas i HecaMoOXiTh, fiIK crap-
mui 6par cecTpy, NMepexXpecTuB.

Bona 3acopomuanacs.

— $1 BXKe TaK HnaBHO He MOJIMJIacad — Tenep
Bynay...

HebGaBxom ApceH y:xKe DiBHOMIpDHO BiJJIHXaB.

KerTi mokpyruaacs no kimHarui. [lonpasuaa
KOBJAPDY HaA JiXKy, WliJbHille NpPHKpPHJA HEK CBOro
I'OCTsi, NOrJdaAuaa HOro OJHCKyye, YOpHE BOJOCCH,
110 BifOMBanOo BiJ Oinoi MOAYUIKH.

XBHJAMHKY uyTH 6yJ0O JBa piXHI npucninieHi
iAAUXH, FOJOCHI $IK TUKAHHA JBOX TOJHHHMKIB.

Ha kimHary nazaid XuMepHi TiHi pOMaHTHY-
HOTO Beuopa.

VIL

[lepemyuenusi nonisiMu OypXJauBOro IHsl, Apcen
cnas MiHHM 340POBUM CHOM. KerTi mapemHe XoTina
niTyd 3a Horo npukaagoM. CrnoaoXaHui coH yTik 3 ii
ocueni. Ha expani CBiZOMOCTH mOuanu 3apHCOBYBATHCH
JiaBHo 3a0yTi KapTHHH MHJIOro, G6e310BOPOTHOTO
LHUTHHCTEA.
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Pigpe cesio crano mepepj o4yuMa. ¥ POSAOLiH
CTenoBif 6a/li MaJbOBHHYO PO3KHMHEHI XaTKH .3 KYy-
paBaaMu Oima kpuaMnb. llaypouxkamm Gixarb yHUS
CTE€XKKW OO CTaBy, UIO JIHHUBO pO3JAMBCHA HA mui Oan-
KU i NiAMOPIye COHUI CBOIM cCBiuajgom.

HaBxos0 craBy ToJsI0KA. 3eeHa NIaxTta 3 PLKHO-
G6apsHMMH jdaTkaMM. Ocb GIIMMH DIsIMaMu OAUMAIOTh
TYCKH; 30MJINCS B KYTKY, NOCKyOyIOTb TPAaBHUKY, TY-
JSTbCS JO CBOTO NPOBiIHUKA-rycaka. A BiH, fIK MOB-
CTAaHCHKMH OTaMaH, 3aAUPKyBATO MiJHIC TOJOBY
i reproue.

®aerMaTHYHO BUMaxylOTh I'OJIOBAMH Ta XBOCTA-
MM, BiraHs0UH HACTHPJAHUBHX I'el(3iB, PYi, MOMeadCTi
Ta Kpaci koposu. Kymenso nifckakyroTh, BUCOKO Mij-
HOCAYHM CILIyTAHi IepejHi HOTH, pPIXKHOMACHI KOHHKH.
B npuGepexniM 60OI0Ti THXO POXKAKTb CBHHI — [i-
JAATbCA, 9K JA00pI CYCiAKM, HOBHHAMHU JHS.

A Bce Kynaerbcsl y 30J0THUX XBH/IAX COHSIUHO-
0 CA€Ba, HIXUTLCA [iMO BIJUBOM KHBOTBODHOTO
Temnaa.

Ceno — coOHHe, PO3HIKEHE CENO BIITKY.
Kerri ycmixaerbcg no 3Haitomoi, goporoi xap-
THHH: — OCh CTaB, a KOJIO HbOT'O JMIiBYATKO 3 TOJY-

OHMH, 5K [JIeCO OYHMa, 3 GinuM, K JeH, BOJOCAUYKOM,
y Oimi# jgosriii copouuHui. B pykax jgosruit mpyr,
B OYaX — BHMPA3 NOBATH T4 BiANOBiAaNbHOCTH 34 B3f-
Ti Ha cebe 0CoBA3KU. [JiBUATKO, BUKOHYE TYT BaXKHY
npaiipo — nace rycu. Mama Hakasand no6pe HHJIbHY-
BaTH, BIATaHATH BiJ 4Yy:KHUX T'ypTiB, 0COOGMAUBO HE JO-
IyCKaTH «£XOAuTHCA 3 cycigunuuy Heuunopumunmm
CTazoM.
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— VYpaxaii, Karpycio, He mnycka# Ha CTaB Ha-
Oro 3aBafiisiky, AK modauvill Ha BOJAI CYCIAYMHUX
cipux. Xail Hami macythesi HA TOJIOLI, monoayAHi mi-
IyTh Ha BOjay. bo Ham 3HOBY sasexe OifKy.. a IO-
TiM TiJIbKM CBapKH...

Karpyca crepexe, MiUHO 3aTHCKae B pyuli
zosruit npyt. ['ycu mupHo ckyOyTh TpaBy. HeGesnexu
HeMa. ‘

Ta ocb 3 TaMTOoro GOKYy CTaBy MOHECAOCH: re-
re-rel.. 3aBazxifi nigHiIC BUCOKO TOJIOBY, OLJSHYBCA.
Ocb 3a30puB cipuit TabyH, 1O NOBOJI NVIUB KOJO TO-
ro Gepera, npAMyiouHd Ha cepenuHy nueca. [Tomepeny,
BUTHYBIUK Jyro wuio, HeuytHOo naus Cipuit, Bixo-
BiUYHHI cymepHHK 3aBajig. Mix HHMMH, 32 BOJIOAIHHA
C€TaBOM, TOYHMJAcs ,,CTOJITHA BiftHa'. OcranHa mepe-
Mmora Oyaa no 6ooui 3aBagisa. CynepHUK NOOGUTHH, NO-
A3b06GaHHH YTIK 3 H0J5 6010, ryOIsIUH IO A0PO3i Mmipd.
3aaBanocst, He mocMie Ginpie nigifimary rOJIOBY.

A 0OCb BiH, HEHaBHCHHUH, 3HOBY Ha CTaBi.

— Tle-re! TH 3HOBY TYT, NMPHATENIO? — TYKAe
3asazin. B fioro rosnoci GpeHsiTb HOTKH THIBY.

— Te-re! A xX10 MeHi 3a6OPOHHUTD TyT OyTH? —
3yxBajao BixsuBaerbca Cipuii.

IToBaxna HeGesnexa xBu/oe Karpycerw. [oay6i
OuKa CTOPOMKKO CTexXaTb 3a pyxamu 3aBafisi, — ry6-
KH 3aTHCHEHi, AiBUaTKO XOuYe HePeTATH aBaHTIOPHUI[b-
Ki HamMipu po36HIIaKH. A BiH, IEpEBAMIOIOUHCA 3 HOTH
Ha HOTry, y2Ke nouas 3apepTaru B OiK CTaBy.

— TI'naal Tuas, TH, HaBiXeHU#! — roNOCHO KpH-
yuth Karpycs, BHMaxymoouu npyroM, OIXUTh Hamepen,
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DO3CTaBAs€ pyYKH, 3aCTynae AOPOry IO craBy. 3apa-
Iiii 3YNMHAETBCSH, OUIHIOIOUM CHTYauilo. Bin Moxe
i mocayxap OM HaKasiB CBOEI MaCTYIUKH, — KOJH XK 60
xanocuuit Cipuil yxe BUIIJIMB Ha CepeNMHY mJjeca i mo-
KENKOBy€e COOi:

— Te-re! A s Bxe tyr! lllo meni 3poGuui?

CnanaxHysa 3aBOMOBHHHBKA XHIKallbKa KpOB
CJHaBHUX MNpajiliB y TycsAuuxX 3aBalisfYUHUX TpYIsX.
Iuisom 3aiiHsaamCcA oui.

— Mavio 106i me? Yekail! [icranemn Giablie...
51 T06i moxa:xy, K HamajgaTH Ha MOI BOJOIiHHS!

Bin pimyue npamye 1o crasy. Sk cnpaBxhi
»TYCKH’, HIYOTO He JAyMAIoUH, MAEHTAIOTbCS 32 HUM
yci 6111 I'yCH.

KaTpyca sactynae Zopory i nmouMHae mnepimuTH
fIpyTOM ,,JIaHa-OTaMaHa’’. -

— I'musi! Hasaz tu, npoxkasrtuit! Hasaa! Tuas!..

A Bin — yce Bnepen, Bmepen. -

‘B roaoci miBuatka — i 3arposa, i Omarauus,
i posnyka, B 04ax — Cab03H. — [Has!

Hpyr sauenus 3apagia. BHrHyBIIM ralioKol0
UIMI0, FycaK 3allHMiB MO-3MiiHOMY 1 pO3CTaBHBIIH
KpHJa, KHHyBcst Ha Kartpycio.

— Tio Ha TebGe, oxaguHui! Aril...

IMepenskana MeTHyJacs BOiK, 60 Bxe pas 3a-
KomTyBajsa 3aBalisuHHOrO JA3b006a; OH y Hei AKui
GacamaH Ha cnuHI — 06OeBa paHa. A BiH, He MawOuu
BKE nepe] OO0 HiIKHX IepenoH, CKOPUM Mapluewm
IpOoCTyBaB A0 BOAH. OChb yaKe KOJNUXAEThCS Ha HJAeCi:
HABKO/I0 HBOIO HOro TabyH.

— T'e-re-re! — 3auinno reproue.
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— Te-re-re! — sk GypHi, NiAXCHIIOIOTH HOTO:
nigBrazHi. Aje ¥ cipi Bxe BHJAAIOTb BOHOBHHYI OKJH-
ku. byne 6ii. 3 ouaMmH, NOBHHMH cai3, nobirna Ka-
TpycA AO CBOEI XaTH.

— [lo 3 1060W, AUTHHKO? Xaomui noGHIH?
Cxaxu mMaMi — s IM jaM, mubeHHKaMm!

— Hi, mamycio.. — JeaBe MOXe BUTOBOPHTH!
Kpi3b mJaay JiBYATKO.

— A nro x? o cranocs?

— ¢l creperaa.. a BiH NPOKJAATHH... IPOKJIS-
THH... BIH MEHE He CJAYXaB...

— XTO BiH? -

— Ham 3apajigka... niwop Ha craB... a Tam Ci-
pui... Yxe 610Thcs, a-al..

— Hy, giuoro, Hiyoro... 3acnokiicsi, AHTHHKO...
Ha, 3imx och MOJOuKa Td NaisHHUKH...

Koxana marycs!

KeTTuni AyMKH necrsitb, OrOPTalTb TENJIHMH
paMeHaMH KOXaHHui o0pa3: obGcmaneHe, 3 rMMOOKHMH
BMOpPIIKAMH JHHE, nopenaHi Bix po60oTH pykHu (a siK
HiJKHO BOHHM TIJafATb JbHSIHY TOJiBKY!), 106pi-zo6pi
Oul ¥ moOBHe JHOOOBM BelUKe MaTepHHCHKE CepLe.

Marycenbko, sik6u BH Oyiu Kusil!

KerTHHe cepue cTHckaetbcs Big 60.10. Hikoau,
HiKOJH BOHA B#e He no0auuTh CBOEI HaMKpauol omi-
KyHKH ¥ popazuuui. Bxke 6yna B riMuasii B micri (ue
MaMmyceHbKa crapaJaacs, o6 ii 1OHs, CHHbOOKa Kpa-
CyHd, ,BHHIIJIA B Jr0AM’), K A0 Hei KOKOTHJIacsd
CTpaliHa BiCTKa, 1o il Mama Bxe He xuBe. He 3napa-

Ja cobi cmpaBH 3 TOrO, IK ONMHHUJACA Y CBOMY CeJi,.



146

X BIZNPOBAAMJAN MAaTyCH Ha BiyHUH croyuHOk. Hi-
yoro He yyya, 60 Byxa 23a1y6inu Ha BCAKI BpPaXiHHA,
HiYOro He 6ayuaa, 60 Oui HamyXJau BijJ Cai3.

3 raubuH{A MiThbMY BUPHUHAE HOBUHA 00pa3: BU-
‘COKE 40JI0, XOJOAHI cTajeBi o4i, TOHKI 3uinJeHi ryou.

,DOXKeCTBeHHUII ¥YTapoB”.. IepoH-aMaHT CTo-
JUYHOTO TeaTtpy, 34 SIKUM A/ XKiHKH.

Kerri mpopmana KHMKKY, 100 noGayuTH LbOrO
HE3DIBHAHOrO MHUCTUS CLeHH, KOJW B BeCHsHiIH MaH-
JpiBui Tearp 3aixaB A0 IXHbOTO MicTa...

SIk Jmerko BOHA NOBipHJ/a HOr0 MNAAKUM CJAOBaM,
3 SIKUM 3aXOIJIEHHSIM CJAyXajid, KOJH BiH NOBTOPSB I,
Haye aMaHT y 3axXONJHUBIH MECi:

— Tu moe xoxauug!

— Tu Moe HajgxHeHHs!

— Jas te6e TidbKH rpaiol...

Taxi caoBa momajganyu NPOCTO B KPOB, NaJdUIH
:ceplue, TYMaHUJIH MO3OK. ,

,Karpycro! uyux T06i Mama He Kasana, L0 He
‘BiIBHO 3aXOAUTHU JiBUMHI caMill A0 MOMEUIKAHHA
akropa? Ta we nmo Bucrasi.. Tu nosipuaa, mo BiH
'Xoue TOGI CKasaTH TiMbKH ,,Kiabka caiB’... EX, TH Ha-
iBHA, MOJ0OJAAa, HEAOCRigueHa...”

,Ekarepiny Tpiropuywo’” 3a HeMOpaJbHY [OBe-
JIHKY BHKJIIOYHMJAH 3 riMHagii. Ilicia nporo npuiiiios
INHTAaMb... CAMOTHICTh, 60pOTHOA 3a Xai6 i 10 Oinb-
tne: 6oporbba 32 106GpPY CaaBy...

Kerri 3aruckae Ky/JIakH, BiJraHfie MPUBUL — Ta
e moxe. Crasesi oui cBepayioTh {i, TOHKI ry6u pos3-
L{iNJI0I0TbCS, 31033 HHX IOKAa3yKTbCd, Haue BOBYI
.3y0Hu.
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Kaprusyg 8 [iACHOTO XKHTTH I€PeniTarThCs
3 JUTAYMMH Ka3KaMu i NOOAUHOKMMH CLEHAMH i3 HEC.
Ocb BOHa cama — aptucTika. Taka cama, axk TOH noay-
MAHKN YrapoB. X04Y i He Ha cueHi, a Ha KabapeToBiil
eCTpazi, aje Tak CaMO 3axXOII0e NyOJaMKy, Jaca Ha
OIWIECKH, TaK camo BuOHpae co6i MiXk cBOIMU Trugia-
yamMu — epTBy. [Ipasia, BOHA 3aHAATO wacTo cama
CTa€ XKEPTBOI — HE 3HAE, YW I'Da€ BHUBUEHY DOJIO,
YH IMIIPOBi3ye, UM BOHA TiALKY MapiOHETKA B pyKax
HEBHJAHOTrO, 3J00HOIO pexucepa.

Tax, ui npusuan ue He BUTBIp ii Xopoi ysasH,
ue pificHicTs... 1i aificHe, HedanboBaHe XUTTH. Bo-
Ha GayuTh imie pas CBOIO MOJOJICTh — MOTONTAHY,
3a0py/KeHy Ha Te TilbKH, 100 He HAHTH BUXOAY i3
CTPALIHOrO CJIIMoro Kyra?

A TyT noas miciana i Haue HOBY cnpody...

Tax nobpe Gya0 MaTH 3aMKHEHe CBOE ceple Ha
JAECATb KOJMOAOK, IpaTH CBOK POJIO HA CIeHi i B XHUT-
Ti He AyMauH, 3 JHA Ha Hid...

Hamo x Ha il wasaxy 3BHBCA OLiEH XJAONYKHCh-
ko? Takmil mUpHi, NPOCTHH, YeCHHH. YCMIXAETbCst
no Hel y cHi — n0 cBoei Karpyci... i BOHA He 3Hae,
uyd 3acHyJa 4yu Ooperbcd i3 GS3COHHHULEI...

,» TH yKpaiHKa... MH, VKpaiHli, NOBHUHHI COOi 1O-
Mararti...”

Cwmitnnii: BubpaBca Ha Take HeOesleuHe a0
i BuGpaBs cobi i moBipHHUe... BOHA He BMi€ 3 HHUM
poamoBaaTH. Hapimo Bid posBopyiuus ii cepue, Ha-
BillIO MOBEPHYB HOrO 4O XHUTTHA, 3 SAKHM BOHA PO3-
npomanaca? Hasilo spep 3acaoHy i3 MUHYJIOrO?
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$lk6u Bona 6yna He ,Kerri”, a nilicHo Karpyca — ra
' CTPYHK&, CHHbOOKA, 3 TENJHM CepLeM i OJBepPTOlo,
YHCTOIO AyuIerol...

A rak.. Yd K Mae BOHAa NpaBO HaJiATHCS Ha...
1jacrsd... BOHa — IaHCOHeTka ,,Kerti’?... Majo, mo
BiH Tenep ii kKoxae. BiH — MOJOAHH, 3aMaJbHHUH...
A un Oyje xkoxatu, ud Oynxe nmoBaxatd ii, KOJH 3a4-
He pO3NHUTYBaTd npo ii MuHyJe?

Bona He MoOXe He ckazard KoMy BCiei mpapmiH,
KOJH BiH rJsHe IiUpO B ii oui. A moTiM... BOHA NOYH-
Hae ygBJATH cOOi, IK MOXKe BUIIAJATH peajbHe XKHUT~
TH: BOHA IIOKHMHE CBOIO npaur i Oyjge BHUKJIIOYHO 3a-
JeXHa BiJ HbOro. BiH ke )X He NO3BOJUTH il Mpaio-
BaTty. Y Horo 3acodu BUCTAuyyThb HAa 1€ CHiJbHE XKHUT-
ta? BoHa roroea BHpeKTHCS BCiX BHOAriBs, XXHUTH K-
HaUCKpOMHime. AJe ,,TOBapUCTBO...”, sIK NpuiiMe if
OT€ KOJO 3HaHOMHX, POJAMHH, INpHUATeNiB ApceHa?
AHy-2K MOXE€ TPanmHTHCs, 11O OZHOrO JHS BOHA 3y-
CTpiHe MiX HMMH IKOrOCb rocrs ,,Immepisnio’ i TOM...

KeTrTi noxanauBo OGiXUTb JO KyTKa KiMHATH,
BiIIUYKy€ Majy iKOHKY, CTa€ HAaBKOJILIKH i... OGJH-
BAETbCA XOJOJHHM MOTOM. XOuYe MOJHUTHCA ¥ He MO-
JKe: ceplie NOBHE IT0O0XKHOrO HacTpoOl, a yCcTa HiMi —
BOHA 3a0yJaa BCi, fKi 3HaJa, MOJMTBH.

Toxi BOHa cKaajae CBOKW MOJHTBY: mepeMiulye
CTHOBiAb i3 OaaranHsaMH, 106 [liBa Mapis BigBepHyaa:
BiZ Hei BCe JHMXO, MepeMiHHJA HOro B OJXHUH NPOMiH-
YUK 111aCTs.

Cabosy, 1O OOMHBAIOThL ii JHIE, 3aCTyNalTh.
i nmoJermy. Bona npumasria Ha JiXKKO, NPHKPHJIACE:
nJaleM i MOKe BiKe CHNOKIHHO DO3JAyMyBaTH.
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ApceH Kaxe, 1110 BOHA MOrJa 6 MOMOITH HOMY...
viKpaiHuaM... YHUM ke BOHA MOXKe IIOMOITH, KOJHU
1I[OfHO CBOTOJHI BOHA ycBigomuzaa CoOi, (O BOHA —
JUTHHA cefqa, yKpalHCbKOro cena, YKpaiHChbKOro Ha-
pOAy?...

i amopuB coH. COH THM CaMHM MeIOBHUM BOC-
KOM, IO [TOCKJIeBaB {H MOBIKK, NpUMILHUB {4 Kpuaa.
Bona mupsiza Haja 3eMaeK i 37aBanocd iff, 110 Bce
‘Te, UMM XKypsATbCS J0AM — ApiOHe, sIK BOHM CaMi.
Tam, Hax semJsero He Oy/10 nepenoH €AHATH Ca:KaHHA
3 ¢dopmMamMH, N[O NJHBIYU SIK POXKEBI XMAPUHKH...

VIIL

Pano Apcen Bubpascs no Tpy6Gaima. 3 Kerri
YMOBHJHCS 3yCTpiTHCH npu 06ixi B ,Imnepisin”’, xoy
TIOCTAHOBHJIM — MPH/IOJHO HEe CXOAHTHCS TaM pa-
30M, 11006 He HAK/JIHKATH HA cebe MmimO3piHHA.

Kono Bocbmoi roauuu Apcen 6yB Ha Cnazmm"m
Byauni. BigmafimoB yucao 11. ¥ uwmcrifi, no-minias-
cbkH npubpaHiit KiMHati uekas #oro Tpy6aiio. Tpy-
6aii/Io MONpPOCHB PO3NOBICTH, B YOMY CIpaBa.

— MeHe nmicsaB 10 Bac COTHHK, K BH HOro Ha-
3UBAaE€Te, SIMOGO... IK 10 CBOTO AOBiIpEHOrO qonomxa —
1104aB ApceH. :

— Tak, nane.. $1 ykpaiHeup i YHM TiJdbKH Mir
noMaras HaHIMM. A 3 AHOM COTHHKOM f 3/aBHA 3HA-
BOMUH. Yoro k Xxoue Bijg MeHe HaH COTHHK? -
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Apced nouaB pO3NOBiZatH NPO CBOIO CIpPaBy:
Tpeba MiAKYMIATH KOTOCh 3 YpSAJAOBLIB YU NHCAPIB
onepaTHBHOro Bixainy mrtaby i gictaT¥l BiX HUX Bil-
HHCH OCTaHHIX GOWOBHX i curyauifinux HakasiB. Mo-
ke TpyOGaiyo 3Hae Takux Joxek? 3 THX, IO 3aXO0-
JISTb OO KaBapHi i MOGJATH BUIMUTH... a MOXe ¥ Jaci
Ha rpOMIi...

Tpyba#no 3agymascs.

— I'm... Taka piu... [lilicHO cnpaBa BaxHa H He-
6e3neuna.. MoxHa HONAacTHcs...

BiH nokasaB pyKoOl Ha ropJo.

— Aze 6yny crapatucd. Mao Ha npuKMeTi Of-
HOrO XHJHUKA, ypsiioBusg. Moxe 3a rpomi 3po6HUTh...
cnpobyo...

— #1 npocuB 6H TiAbKM XyTuille 0GEPHYTH CIpa-
BOI0 — JXOZAaB ApceH; — $l He MOXY TyT JHOBrO nepe-
6ysary, Mymy Bepratucs. Mu HezabGapoM GyjaeMO Ha-
CTynaTtH. A BaM, NaHe TOBapHIly, MM rapHO NOJSKYye€-
Mo 3a aonomory. Ocb BaMm Ha nOTpiOHI nepimi BUaarT-
KH, a 3a JOKYMEHTH g 3amjiauy oxpemo. [le mu 3y-
cTpiHemMocsa? ‘

— Moxe B ,IMnepisap”?

— Jlobpe — noroxuecs ApceH — s TaM Oyny
obigaru. [Ilocrapafitecs MeHi nmogaBaTH 06inx... MU
H nopoaymieMmocsi...

Buitmosmn Apcen Bix TpyoGaiina, piliMB mith
MOTJAfgHYTH Ha CcBOi KOHi. [lilioB 3HAOMHUMH BYJIH-
UAMH. X0Y NPOMMHYB AYKE KOPOTKHH 4Yac BiJg XBH-
JMHH, AKX YKpaiHCbka apMis BiAifaa 3BijAcH, ale BH-
rasg MicTa Taku 3MiHHBcA. UYenypHe ryGepHigabBe
MicTo nigynano, aK6M HaBMHCHE CTapaJjocsi npubparu
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;ebpalbKo npoJdeTapcbkuit Burasijg. Lle 6yna po6a
BONMOBHHYOIO KOMYHi3MV, KOJHM 3a YHCTHH KOMipYHK
Ta KpaBaTKy, CTaBMJH ,N0J CTeHKY'. Lle Bce morau
OyTH NMO3HAKU 3aB3sATOro ..OypxKyicrBa’ B Oyax N~
HUX Migil[iOHepiB, BOSKIB UM BCAKHX aI'€HTIB, fKi CTPi-
Jasiaid jo Bory ayxa BUHHHUX JIOJeHd TakM Ha XiZHHKaX.
Ilputoxoio Morao OyTH Bce: yKpaiHCbKa MOBA B ycTax
iHTegiredra, abo 3aHAATO CMiJuBE OOJMYYSA, IO He:
nogobanocs areHroBi. ,Yeka” mnpaupipoBana 0Oes-
ynuHHO. TropMu Oy/aM mepenoBHEH.

Ilpo me Bce moBizaBcs Apcen Bij IlaBaa Peno--
pOBHMYA, rOCHOJAPs, B AKOr'0 BiH 3aJHIIUB CBOI KOHi..
Crapuii JOCHTHp MIUHO HamajaB Ha HOBI NOPAAKH
i BOpOXHB ,,TOBapHlllaM”’ CKOPUH KiHelUb.

— By, nobpogito, moaymanite: 1m0 X 1ie 3a BJa--
Jia, 110 BOMBae, Hamacrye, rpabye MHPHUX JIOIeH?
Xiba K BHJIAHO Je Take B CBiTi, 00 TaK MOBOJUTHUCS
3 CBOiMM rpomagsHaMu? Kaxy BaM, IO TaK yxe JO-
HEeKJM HaM Li ,,TOBapHIli’, mo Tenep MabyTh yci mi-
AYTb NPOTH HHUX.. OCb TiIbKM MHiYHITH HACTYIIL..

ApceH 3iaxHyB. Bin, Ha xa/ib, 3HAB BHNAJKH,
KOJIM IOHAKH BOJIJIHM CHAITH JAOMa i 3HOCHTH 3HYIaH-
Hsl OKYIaHTIB, K iTH B PAXH CBOEI apMii.

,MoxauBe — aymaB — mo rpeba, 06 HOBa
BJaJia caMa HAcTpoila TpOMajsiH NIPOTH cebe.. ax
TOAI BOHM BMilOTb OLIHHTH INaHyBaHHsI IOMNeEpeJ-
HbOI...”

Hanxonus uac 06iny. 'ocrunsi rocnogapi npo-
Xaan ApceHa nmoo6izaTH B HMX, aje BiH BiMOBMBCS,
MOTHBYIOYH THM, 1O Ma€ NOJ3JHATH BaxXHi CIpaBH:
i GaYHTHCA 3 JIOZBMH. : : =
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JlexsHe CBITAO i CBiXe NOBITPA NPOTBEPE3YIOTH
HaBiThb Moaony roaosy. Hiu 3 ii xumopoaHuMu Ha-
CTPOSAMY, BHIOBXKEHHMHU TiHAMH i CEPIAHKOM TAEMHH-
YOCTH — He JO03BOJIi€ Ha peatbHY OUIHKY CcHTyailil;
MO30K 3HAapKOTH30BaHMY, 'MOUYYBAHHA 3arOCTPeHi,
ysBa Hampy:xKeHa. ;

Apcen mouaB pO3MEXKOBYBATH ©COGHCTI mouy-
BaHHA i CBOI IJSIHM HAa MAaHOYTHE BiX HOTO YPSLOBO-
ro niza, mo B3sB Ha ceGe. He moxHa 3aGarato Ay-
MaTH [pO BJAacHi cupasy, Tpeba CHYBAaTH, K MaBYK,
[IaBYTHHHSl iHTPHUI'H, 1100 3JOBUTH MOTPIOHUX JIOJEl
Aas iHpopmanii.

ApceH crapaeTbcad CHOKIAHO OOMIDKYBATH CTa-
HOBHILE: MOXKe cepue i Mae pauix® — BiH 3yCTpiB
Kerti He Takow, fiKk cnoaisasca. Yciemo icToTom BiH
BifuyB, mo B KerTi mouana mpoly/mxyBaTHcs sKach
HOBA JIIOJHHA, i {0 BOHA XOUe 3MiHHUTH CBOE KUITH,
BiACyBae Bij ce6Ge HaBiTh HOro caMoro i BCiX, KOIU
HpUCTYNAIOTh A0 Hel fiK J0 KaBapHSHOI'O MeTenuKa.
ApceH npurajas cobi, ki BeJHKI Ta CHOJMOXAHI CTaNH
il oui, KOAW BiH NOKJAB Nepej Hew rpowi. ¥ Giumii
JiBifl KHLIeHI cpiOHAa nanipoCHULUT OXOPOHSE KHOro
I'PYAH sIK ITaHIHP. -
ax, AKOU CKopillie 3aKiHYUTH AiJI0, 32 SKUM NPHUIXAB
i BIALITYBATH CBOE HOBE XUTTH...

Kom Apcen npsmysae 1o ,Immepisio” creep-
JHB, 110 LHUBIJLHOIO BeAHKOTO pyXy B MicTi Hema.
PdpoHT OyB ille He Ayke JaneKkO. XUTpi Kynui, Ma-:
Oy Tb, MOXOBAMH BCAKHI KpaM, H{00 He MIiHATH KOrO Ha:
HenepHy BamoTy. CemsHH Ha 6asap He NPHIZAHIU -0
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‘MiCcTa — BHUIKyBa/J{ BAOMa PO3BfISKH HESCHOTO CTa-
HoBHIIA Ha (PpOHTI. A MIllyXHd He MaJd 3a [0 KyIy-
BaTH, JOTOTO HE 3HAJAM Hi I[iHM TpoIlaM Hi KPaMOBi.

XiZHUKaMK{ BEIITAJMOCS TPOXH UHMBIIbHHX JIIO-
Iel, ONITHEHUX SIKHAHUCKPOMHiIle; 2KIiHOYHMX Kare-
JIOXiB He OyJO BUIHO 30BCiM. 3aTe BiHCBKOBHH DYX
JOCUTb KBaBHH. BynuusiMu npoxXOJMaH BilJdinu Ii-
XOTH B TOCTPOMIMUYACTUX LIOJOMaX, CHyBalIHUCa aBTa,
MOTOIUK/I, BEPXIBILi.

Yclonm nyHanma MOCKOBCbKA MOBA, iHOJI INIpH-
HepyeHa KJSCHUUHOI0O MOCKOBCBKOKO JAHKOI0. 3 06auY
“BICBKOBUX, 3 PyXy YacTHH, 0603iB ApceH 6auyuB, IO
yepBOHA apMis mnouyBana cebe MeBHO; Oeanajnias Hi
MeTYIIHI HEIOMITHO.

— ,Kpacnas 3Besga”! ,,Oxonnas IlpaBmpa”! Tpi
Komne#ki cepebpom! TlermopoBekiss 6aHAM OTCTYIAOT...
ABE niBisii pasbito! — ropJsaau Xaomnui-npoxasiui
raser.

— Ilcc... Any, naBait cioga! — rykHyB [0 XJIOI-
us ApceH.

— Yro xorirte, rpampanin: ,,3Be3ny”, »lIpaB-
Ay?

— [HaBait Bcbo, uTo imeem... §I mpiexaa ¢ mpo-
BiHWII... iHTepecHO mouiTarh... CKOABKO TEGE?

— JBaauarp Kkaneexk cepeGpoM... py6ib Gymax-
‘KaMi...

ApceH 3a0paB JXMyT Ir'aser i MilIOB HAa CKBepHK,

HeZlaneko Bix ,IMnepisimro”, Tam ciB Ha maBouni i mo-
YAB YHTATH.

— A nossoabTe, TOBapiwi, raserky, — HarJIo

8
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IOuyB K0JO cebe ApceH XpHNIHH roJoc: — IHrepec-
HO, IO TaM NHUIIYTb...

[To6auuB Ha saBouli moOpyd i3 co6GOI0 JABOX:
uepBOHOapMikiliB. OAMH ycMiXaBCl 1O HbOIO LIMPO-
KOI0 NaHiGpaTHOMI YCMIIIKOIO.

— Ilpomy... — ApceH mojas iM rasery.

UepBOHOApMifilli BTONWIHN B Hilt CBOi Oui, Brosoc
3 TPYJAOM 4YHTAJI{, AOCUTHb YacTO BCTABASKOYH MillHi
C/IiBLSL

— A 1uBH, Taky iX B HeGeCHyIO KaHIeJISPiio:
Marhb!l... — CKPHKHYB OJMH: — Yuopa nmucajnu, 1o Bxe:
30BCiM 1i OaHau po3OMTi.. A Temep JMAHBH... BO...
»OKonamucsa xoqao /I, cTaBasATh omip...

— I, rauaun! — nonpam i mpyruit: — CuapHa:
Is rujpa KOHTPpeBOJIOuiliHa...

— He nomoxke, tToBapim, — daminisspHo 3Bep-
HyBCa nepmuid g0 ApceHa: — Bcbo paBHO IM Oyne:

KpHIIKA...
Hpyru#i Hi6u Ha nigTBEepJIKEHHA LUX CJiB 3a-
cniBaB (hanbUIUBUM TEHOPKOM:

Ex, abaouro — 3 Goxy xpacwoe,
Yro Vxpaiine xaney, oeno Achoel...

— Bu 3 TyTemuboi 3agoru, ToBapuili? — Hibw
Galigyxe sanuTaB iXx ApceH mMO-MOCKOBCBHKH.

— Tak... My 3 mta6y... 3 HEMYILITPOBOI KOMaH-
JH... Ipu 0603i...

— Kaxere, mo 6yae CKOpHH KiHelb THM... Faf--
JaMakaM?.. — JIOKHHYB ApDCEH 3HEBaXJHUBO.
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— Jleso sicHoe... Mu HaBiTh 0603iB He po3nako-
BYEMO... OyzeMO Jaji 'HATH Ty XOBTO-OJaKHUTHYIO
CBOJIOY...

— [ ckopo noimere 3BigcH?

— 3a napy JHiB OygeMO HacTynaTH... S Bxe
3HAI0... TaKy NPHKMETy Malo...

Apcen xoriB mle Ginblle XoBigaTucs 3 Liei He-
CNOJiBaHOI PO3MOBH, ajse ii HArJO mepepBaB JPYrui
caJgar:

— A nuBH, Bacbka, 3HOBy MOrHasoO TO 4epBOHE
aBTO 3 ,,ueKH’’. :

— MabyTb 3HOBY BHJIOBUJH KOr'OChb i3 IUMHTY-
HIB — mNepIMi caajaT AOBipOYHO 3BEPHYBCA IO
Apcena: — Tyr, ToBapim, 6iga: moO Hi Xaxoa, TO
A raj.. IUNHWTYH.. 3pajHUK... Aje Hama yeka Jae iMm
606y...

ApceH mnouyB, moO oMy XoJoHe cnuHa. Tam
YyepBOHE aBTO, JOBKOJAa IOBHO YeKiCTiB, areHTiB,
mnuryHis. Moxe i ni zxsa.. aHy, SKOH KOTpPOMYChb
3a0arqocss  3peBillyBaTH, BHJEriITUMYyBaTH HOro?
IlpaBna, BiH Mae pixHI GOJbIIEBHIbKI JOKYMEHTH,
aje Mae TexX peBOJbBep i 6araro rpoluei: Hauo?
3Biagku? CTBepAHMTH, IO JOKYMEHTH MNiApOOJeHi He
TaK TO BXe ¥ TPYHIHO.

BcraB: — Bama npaBja, TOBapuIli: Ti XOXJH
JAiricHo razau... Hy, meni Tpe6a irtH... [lo mo6aueHHs...

ITimoB o ,Imnepisiaro’.

IIpu o06izi cuAiB 3a OKpeMHM CTOJHKOM i mepe-
PJISIal0UM CBOI raseTH CTEXKHM OKOM O3HMpaB Caiio.
YekaB Tpy6aiiaa i Kerri.
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Ocb cBOIM NIMBKUM KPOKOM mixifimor TpyoGaii-
s0. CraB y KeabHEPCBKil 1031 i M0JaI0YH CTPaBOCHHC,
JeJBEUYTHO MPOIIENTAB:

— JlokymeHTH 6yayTh. Jle BU 3yIMHUIUCSH?...

— Ha Byauni IMouToBif... TaM, ge memxae Ker-
Ti...

— HoOpe... Yekaiite noma BBeuip... ¥ 10-ii ro-
JAMHI NMpUALE 4YONOBIK, OMAATHEHHH MO UUBIJABHOMY.
3acrykae 4OTHPU pasu B jaBepi.. Bu samuraiite: ,,Bix
KOro i yoro tpe6a’? Bin ckaxe: ,,J106pi BicTkH, npo-
my Bnycruta’. Jlaai Bxe cami mopoaymierecs...

— JloOpe — rosocHO ckasaB ApceH, HiGH-TO
BXKe IOroJuBCd, 1m0 Xoue ictu: — [lpoiny xatu MeHi
pocia i cikaHii...

Apcen ycMmixHyBes cam 10 cebe: 6ogall € sIKach
HaJig Ha ychnimHy po6oTy. JloToro mepenymyBas clie-
Hy, AKTO BiH ckaxe Kerti mpo cBi#i masH nosestH ii
Lo cebe, g0 cBOei poaunm i Tam oapyxuTuca. dym-
KaM IIOIYCTHB Bi2KKM, BOHU IOMYATU TNEPErOHOBUMH
KinbMu. BifiHa 3akiHUHWTBCS, BOHH BHIAyTh A0 6aTh-
KiB Jamexo Ha cTeny, HiXTo TaM He Gyzxe 3HaTH Karpy-
CHHOTO MHMHYJIOTO, a BiH caM mie Oigpine Oyne ii Ko-
XaTH, 3HAIOUM, CKiIbKM BOHA HATEPIinacsi B KHITI.

3 [BepeH, Lo BeJu 3a clueHy, Buimiaa came Ka-
Tpycsi, 3a Heto 2Kopx i mie aBoe Jarozen. Ile 6yB roc-
NOJapCbKUH KOMITeT ,,ImMmepisinaro’.

[To6auusniu Karpycto, ApceH He Mir CTpUMAaTH
cBoei ycmimku. Karpycsas MUMOXiTh TakOX IPHUBITHO
AOMy BCMiXHYyJacs.

XKopx, mo Hmwoe caigom 3a Kerri, He cmyckas
ii 3 oueit. Moro 3asgpuii mOrJAsif IEPEXONUB IO
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yemimky. Haue HeHapOKOM BiH NOTJITHYB Ha ApceHa.
O06m1uyyss MOJOJOr0 4YOJOBiKAa BHUIANOCA HOMY 3Ha-
HOMHUM, XOU BiH He Mir mpurajgatu cobi, me came 6a-
yuB Horo. yjlk He HampyKyBaB CBOE€I MaMsATH, HE Mir
yCBiIOMUTH c06i, XTO 1e. BaumB #oro jgeck... Tak..
HaMmeBHO... Mir 6U NPUCATHYTH — aje Je, NPH SKUX
oOcTaBUHaX, X04 yb6uii, He mir Haragatu. Ojnuaue
KerTi ycMmixHynacss fioMy — 1ie HameBHO ii KOXaHeIb.
TpebGa mpocaizuTH HOro: XTO BiH, A€ MEIIKae, M0
POGUTE...

2Kop2K BHUHIIOB Ha I'OJIOBHI CXOJH i CBHCHYB Ha
IIEPIIOro XJOMIS, SKOT0 106auuB — IPO/IABIs I'a3erT.

— ,,Kpacnyro 3Besny”’? ,Komynicra”? ,Ilpose-
tapcbke CioBO” ?

— Hi... oce maem Tyt miB pyo6as. [Toxauu meni
Hlypky Ceumia... Bauus fioro ne?

— Tak, BiH mOH#HO nOGIr Ha BYJIHIIO... SKTO
BOHa Tenep HasuBaeTbca? Kapaa Mapxkyca...

— latiza 3a HuM, Ta ckopo... Ckaxu, o6 He-
ravHo nmos n0 ,Imnepismao”... Hy, mBuaxol..

Xuoneip nobir y Byauuio, 2Kopx BepHYBCS 10
kKapapHi. HerepneauBo MipsiB KpPOKH, MiJAXKHUIAYH
Cpuma. To 6yB Mamuil XJoOmelb, NPOJAaBelb [Aa3€T,
XHTPHUIl i MOTOpHUH. 2KOp2K HEOJWH Pa3 KOPHUCTYBaB-
Csl OTO MOCJIYraMH.

— bory aakysaru, iije!

2Kop:K a) CBUCHYB i mepexonuB cebe Ha AyMIL,
10 KoMy, K KOMYHICTOBi, He JHYHJIO O 3BEpTATHCH
no bora...

— Iau crogm lllypxa... ckopo! Maem MeHi BH-
KOHAaTH OJHE AOpPYUEHHS.
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Kopx noBiB xaonus A0 cali i HiOM Kymyrouu
B HbOI'O I'a3eTH, NOKAa3aB oMy ApceHa.

36upanuca rocri Ha 06ix. B caxmi crasano ra-
MipHiiie, Ta ApceH Mano Koro 6auuB. bys sarnuGie-
HUH y co6i, 06LyMyBaB i MpiaB.

I3 sagymu BuBiB fioro Tpybaino — nojaas pa-
XyHOK. Apcen 3amnatuB, ponasuiy 500 pyO6miB Ginb-
nie.

— OcraHHE CJIOBO M€ 32 MHOIO — YCMiXHYBCS
no TpybGaiaa.

— Jskyio... Ajge He aymaiite, 1o g po6/awo 3a-
st rpouied. $ TYT PUCKYIO rOJM0BOI0. bepy tomy,
mo tpeba TaKoXK CIOAU-TYIHA BUAATH...

— He 6ymemo paxypartucs, toBapuiy. bepitb
— IpHAACTbCS BaM. JlK yce BUije mobpe, 4 BaM Ie
Kpalle MOoJIIKyH...

— Ilpomy x He 3a6yBatu — Tpy6Gaijo 3HH3HB
roJoc ax JO LIemoTy, a €caM HAXHJIMBCH JO CTOJ4,
HiOu paxyBaB rpouti: — Bu craxere: ,,Bix xoro i 4o-
ro tpeba?”’, a BiH BignOBicTh: ,,Jl00pi BiCTKH, NPOIIY
BnycTuTH ... Hamepen 4yoTupu pasu CTyKHe...

[To 06ixi Apcen niumioB ronoBHO0 Byaulero. Ky-
MYIOUHW NanipocH, CIUTaB, Je B MiCTi MOXHa Tenep Xi-
cratu kBiTiB. Kpamap nmaB ajgpecy ropoJHHKA.

Y momoJyaHeBOMYy COHIi HiC KHTHLIIO TEMHO-
YepBOHUX TPOSIHJ i ycMiXaBcs JO HHX.

JuBHe 1 xumepHe ne xuTTsA! OCb BiH Hece KBi-
TH TiH, Ky 31aeThCd KOXAae... Mpie IpO KOXaHH{, Npo
miacrs... A OH TaM FynmaioTh rapMaTtd, TOYHTHLCH HA
JKHTTS U cMepThb GopoThbba ABOX ,,6paTHIX’ HApOiB.
I cam BiH — cam coGi He BipUTb! — IUMNUTYH, Y CaMiil
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«CepeJuHi OCHHOro ruigma. OZHOIO HOrOK Hax mpip-
BOI0O CMEpPTH, APYrOK HaJg CTEXKOW IO IIaCTA.
PosyMm wMmipse, BaXHUTb, IK CTaTOYHUH rocmnojap,

apryMeHTH. A ceple — 3arOHHCTHH MOJOJAeUb IO-
‘KenKOBy€ co6i 3 poscymauBocTu. HaiipaaHiuie BiH 3a-
cmiBaB OM Temep Ha BBeCb IOJOC, SIK PO3MpigHHHU
3i6enp:

Poswaacirv ace eu i,

Keirxu moi —

Ax woxaio i,

Ax crparoan sa Hew...

— I'paxganuHe, MOoxe 6 9 BaM 3aHIC KBiTH? —
HarJgo nouyB ApCeH OKJIUK.

Kunyr okoM: Gijii HbOrO IPAHTHBO OJATHEHHUH
XJOMYHK NPOCTATaB PYKY.

— A XTO X TH?

— bigan#. [afite 3apo6utu xou 20 KOMmiHOK...
3paHKy Hi4Oro He iB...

— Job6pe Manui... HeCH...

Apcen GyB HACTPOEHHH TaK MPUXHJABHO A0 JIO-
Je#, MO0 3JaeThCsd HIKOJIM He Mir O Tenep BiIMOBH-
TH mOcayrd. Bignae xiomuyeBi KUTHLIO i miMIOB MMO-
Pyu i3 HUM.

ITo moposi noBizaBcs, MO XJONenb Mae Ie M-
TePO MEHIIHX BijJ HbOro OpariB i cecrep; mo 6GaTbka
‘BOHHM HE MAalOTb, 4 MaTH XOJHUTb Ha LIOJEHHY POGOTY.
Tipko iM XKHUTH; BiH, cTaplIHi, MyCHTb IOMaratu ma-
Tepi: TO BUINPOCUTb A€ MOXKHA, TO K TPamUTbCA [Je-
1110 3apOOHUTH.

— Hy, a Bxe goma. [daBaél kBiTH.. Maem 20
KOIIFOK.
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Apcen 3ynuHHUBCH KOJo raHky. Kerri mrana fomy-
3amacoBHH KJIOY BiJl BXOJLOBHUX JABeped. XJOIelb XO0-
BaB IpOIIi:

— ['paxgaHuHe, a 1 Bac Npo II0Ch INONPOMIY...

Ouka 1ioMy CBIiTHJHCS; BiH IPULIMOKHYB, Maii-
CTepHO NJIOHYB HaOIK Kpi3b 3y6U i MOYYXaBCs B I1O--
THIHUIIO.

— IIlo x T xO0uYem?

— Ilo3BoJbTe MamipoCKy... CTPacTb XOUYETbCS
KYDHTH...

— Jlo6pe... Maell...

XoriB Apcen Mopa/nidyBaTH: MOBJAB, TAKHH Ma--
JUH, a BXe KYpUTb, i HAJjd 3AOpPOBJS L€ LIKiAJUBE,
i mKoJa Ha TIOTIOH TAXKKMHM Tpilll TPaTHUTH, Kpalle
YepEeBUKU KYIUTH... AJje TiIbKM BUOAUIHBO YCMiX-
HyBCId — CbOTOJHi BiH yciM Xoue pOOHUTH TiNbKU
HNpHEMHE.

Kerri 3pajgiia sfK JAWTHHA, MOOAUUBIIA TaKy
rapHy KHTHIO. A 1ie OGijblie 3BOpyIIMAH if caoBa
MOJIOJIOTO XJIOTIISL:

— Jlopora Katpycio, — nouaB ApceH NOBax-
HUM TOHOM, Haue Iepej iCIUTOBOIO KOMICi€l0 MaTy-
puct: — [lpomy npuHaTH Ui KBiTH, SK BHCJIiB MOIO

KOXaHHd. A pa3oM i3 IUM i MO€ NIPOXaHHs CTaTH
MOEI0 JPYXUHOIO...

3oBcim 3amiMisna, sHigKOBina AiBuuHA. He 3Ha-
Ja Yd Ie mpapjia, 4 xKapT. MexaHiuHO B3fila KBiTH,
'a caMa IOYepBOHINA T'ycTinie BiJg TPOAHA.

I#1 ocBiguaeTbcst TaKUH rapHUil XJAOMeNb, IO 3a
Hporo Bor-3aHa sika maHHa B OJHIM copouli nima o
6e3 Haxzymu? Yu MoxauBe 1e?!
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Mosuuth Kerti, He 3Hae, IO BiJAMOBICTH.
— Hy, Kerri, uoro xx T™M MOBYUHII? — IIHTA€E
BApPYre MOBAXHO ApceH.

Kerti xname KBITH Ha CTiJ, MOBYKH IIiJAXOJIHUTH
Ko ApceHa, 00ifiMae HOro i AHBUTHCS HOMY IMPOCTO
B oui. Bin Tex Mae Haroxy 3arasiHyTH Yy BiJIUHHEHI
BikHa if aymii. Bugso sx Ba mA0/0HI, 110 TaM AieTbcs.

ApceH npurdrae AiBuuHYy A0 ceGe B MiIHO Ii-
Jy€ B ycTa.

KeTrTi He GOpPOHHTHCS, TiNBKY IIenoye:

— MaryceHbKO MOsi, YOMYy HeMa BaC IIPH MeHir

Kerri crana, gx me Ta. 2KBaBa, Becesma — sIKachb
inaxma. KBiTu nocrasusa xo a36aHKa i3 BOLO0, a IpH
TiM HacniByBaJa, JyKaBO MOIVIsgJarouu Ha ApceHa:

Jdyeon 0y, Konwa 6edy —
Possusaiice, Jyace!...
Csaraii Meme, 1K0304eHvKY,
Jwoo Tede Oyke...

— Ta Bxe cBaraio, cBararm! — ycmixascs mia-
cauBul oHak. — Yekaill, Katpyco...

BiH BUTHATHYB 3 KHIIEHI YEPBOHHH MNYNAHOK
i npunHAB {1 10 rpynues.

— Hexa# 106i e Harajaye, {0 CBaTaw... ,,Tijdb-
KH He uypaucs, o6 Ta caaBa He Ipolaja, Lo
sl JKEHHXaBcsa'’, — BiJKapTOBYBaBCA CJOBAMH IiCHI.

[Touanu o6MipKOBYBaTH, IO POOUTH jali. ApceH
NpOEKTyBaB, 11006 BoHA He Hmjga [0 ,Immepismaro’,
a sajuiuujacs AoMa Ta Jajusaacsl A0 Binisny.
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Kerri samepeunsna. 2KiHkuM HaBiTb y KOXaHHI
36epiratoTh Oidbllle PO3CYAJUBOCTH Ta NPAKTHUHO-
C€TH, Hix MyxuuHH. Lle BUKJMKanO 6 MiZ0O3py, XTOCH
MOKe NpHUUTH 40 il XaTH NepeBipUTH, YU BOHA He
3aHenyxana. Bona mycutrs mitu po ,,Immepisnwo’...
,,Hly, Hy, 4UOTO TPEMTHII? — cHiBaTU He Oy1y CbOrO-
JHi... oT Tpeba Mem0 CKOHTPOJIOBATH B rOCHOJAp-
CTBi, 2 HA BOCbMY-ZAeBATy IOAUHY Oyny BxKe aoma’...
Bona Tak yranuth, 10 3aBTpa 3BIIBHUTHCS HAa WiMHH
JleHb; TOJi BOHHM BBEUip YK BHOUI 3MOXYTb BHIXaTH,
HE BHMKJMKAIOUM HiIKOrO MiJ03piHHS.

Kerri cniBama, nexasmyBana Ilymkina, JlepmoH-
TOBa — BOHA Haue XOTiJa IepeHeCcTHUCs B Ti LIACIUBI
JIHi, KOJIM TepeJ He MpOCTAraBcsi BBeCb CBIiT 3a-
OapBJEHAN MiBOUUMMHK CIIOJiBaHHAMH...

— Bub6auait, ApceHe, 1o s TOOI JeKJIAMYIO
TiIbKH MOCKOBCHKHX IIO€TiB... caM B3Hael, me 3i
mKoad... Are goma s i ,,Ko63apa” uyurana.. Xou He
0araTto, a Bce XK [JeI0 NaMATaw...

Koao 6. roguan Kerri nimaa xo ,Immoepisinio”’ —
obiusiga SIKHANCKOpIlle BEPHYTHCA.

s ApceHa HOTSrMIMCA HyJHI, BUAOBXEHI TO-
JHUHU. :

[To 8-i#i roAuHI y2Ke He Mir yraMyBaTH CBOE€i He-
TePIISYKH.

I yoro BoHa He #ne? Yu He OeHKeTye B3HOBY
3 bainopum? 3asgpicHi AYMKH MOYaad HACTUPIAUBO
BHPHHATH, NeKTH ceGemo6cTBOM. XOu BOHA Kasaja,
o He Oyje aHi crniBaTH, aHi BeyepsTH B TOBAPHUCTBI,
ane.. HepBoBO xX0JMB 3 KyTa B KyT, KyDHB, KHJIaB
HANOJIOBUHY HeJOKypeHi mamipocu.
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Ax¢ nmecb kog0 10 roavHH JBepi panToM IUH-
POKO BiAUMHHUIKHCS. ¥ HUX CTOsJIa 3aJUXaHa, po3uep-
BOHisa Bif ckopoi xoxu Kartpycs.

— lllo 3 To6ow? YoMy TH TaK HOBro? — IO-
yaB OyB ApceH, Ta ¥ yBipBaB CBOi IHUTaHHS, [JISHYB-
10K Ha Hel. :

Bona TAXKO juxana, 0Yi $IKOCh HECAMOBHUTO
BHOJHCKYBaMH, PYKH TPEMTIMH...

IX.

Kerri Buxoasuun 3 xaru OyJja BAOBOJEHA, 110
CbOrOJHi He Maja BUCTYNAaTH HA CIEHI 1 MOXe CKOopi-
11e BepHyTHUCs A0AoMy. [lymana npo Te, siK ,,BiH  ue-
Kae Ha Hei, MOxe IIe ¥ cepAuTbCs, 1[0 BOHA 3a/HILIae
HOro camoro. ,,3auekai me TPOWKKH — B AyMIUi [O-
Timae #oro Kerri — ,,3a 1e Oyaemr MaTy HATOPOLY ...
slky came, BoHA cama ule Be sHae. Aje Boxe Muauii!
YH-XK 3aKOXaHe ceplie He 3Hakae, KOJU cxoue?

UJo-XBUAHMHHU CHOrJISAajna Ha CBOI rpyaH, Je ro-
piB CUMBOJI ADCEHOBOT'O Cepls.

3igxHyaa.

Ynepuie , Imnepisiip’ 3 foro BHHHMMH 3alaxa-
MH, MacHOK arMoccepolo, rpoOlo Ha CLeHi i Ha cami
— BHJABCA {1 OCOpPYKHUH.

boxe, sK MOria BOHA MapHyBaTH TYT CBOIO
moaogicts? TyT, Ae Hema iHIIMX CBATOILIB, KpiM r'po-
LeH, jge JIAH KyNyKnTb i NPpOAAOTh yce — 3BOpPY-
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UIeHHS, MOPHBH Cepild, 3aMUMBAXYMd BCE L€ albKO-
FOJIEM...

Hapimo ue# xjomuumHa Biakpusae i#i gopory
B [HIOWA CBiT, IPO AKHI BOHA BXKe noyasna 3a0yBaTH?
Bomna npupocia Be 10 CBOrO cepefoBHING, K MOX
IO KODH; UM 3MOXK€ BOHA BigmepTHCs Bif HbOro 6es
G0Jt0, He NMOKAJIUUBIIK BIACHOI JyIIi?

Yce Te, 110 mepeayMyBajiia 3a OCTAHHIO Hiy —
BEPTANOCA JO Hel HAHOBO 3 HOBHUMHU cyMHiBaMu. 2KuT-
Tsi, AKOMY BOHA IPHJIUBJSAACSA IOJAHA 30JU3bKa HaB-
YHJI0 i1 TBepe3o OLHIOBATH UYKi CIOBA Ta BUMHKH.
[llo BapT malimupimi npucsaru Ta Ha#kpauii Hamipy,
KoJu JicaHHa 3MiHsgeTbesa? o 3 Toro, mo BoHa no-
Koxana ApceHa, mo BiH moxoxaB {i? $Ik A0Bro Tpu-
Bae MOJOJeue KoxaHHsi? Uu BOHA 3Moxe OyTH MaTi-
PIO — M4aTH JiTH, BUXOBYBATH IX?

KerTi npuraayoTbcs pixHI BHOAAKH, $K CYMHO
KiHgyanocsl OTe ,BeJHKe’ KOXaHHS, WI0 3aropsaocs
IIpH CBiTI KaBapHSIHUX JAAMIL.. TaMm, e BOHO crnamax-
HYJO — TaM i 3racio...

CyMHIBM 3HOBY BHCTaBJSIOTH CBOI masypi: mo-
Ope, Oygem MartH i poAMHY, i AUTHHY... A 110 Oyne,
rosy0OHBKO, siIK B TOOI HAHOBO NPOKHHETHC GaKkXaH-
Ka, AK BiJ, POJIMHHOrO OTHHINA MOTSArHe Tebe GAHUCKY-
YHii [HIaHTaH P

Take macta He s Hei. Bona, BinipBaHa Bix Ha-
pOLy, BiJ IPOMAaJAsIHCTBA, HE CMi€ JyMaTH IPO TEIIHH
poaunHHA KyTOK. BOHa He 3aBsxe CBiTY TOMY rapHO-
MY XJOINUeBi, IO Tak mupo Ii Kkoxae, 11O 3arHaBCs
Ha CMepTelabHY HeGesmeky g YkpaiHH, a MOXe
TPOIIKY 1 AJad Hel...
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Bin yKe Temep CHOJiBAaeTbCS, IO BOHA HOMY
ponomoxxe... Ta uum? Tlpucay:xuTHCs HApOAOBI, ciIpa-

Bi, Ha 1e Tpe6a yacy, Tpeba nigrorosuru cede. lo-x
BOHA MOXKe?

Xiba Te, 10 BiJg NMIHUX BIMCbKOBUKIB UM KOMica-
piB MOXKe BUNUTATH NPO JesKki (hakT, BUIOOYTH Je-
daKi poxyMmeHTH. Yu He cnpobyBartu it ochb Xou OH
3 bainoBuM? BiH BaXHWH KoOMicap, OJWH 3 HaWBHU-
IUX HauaJAbHUKIB. Bike 3 TOro, aK BiH OEHKETYE,
CKiMIbKK IpOIliel BUTpAUae, BUIHO, IKa TO BaxKHA OCO-
6a. | BiH IpUMHIIOETBCS 10 Hel, KaaHUH i1 mecToulis.
Tax, 3 A0CBigy BOHa 3HaJa, IO MYXKUYHHY, pO3Iaie-
HOI'O IPHCTPACTIO, JO BCbOI'O MOXKHA JOBeCTU. MOK-
Ha OU KOJO HBOTO ,,mOXOAuUTH’.. Ta gK Tak NOXHU-
TpYBaTH, 1100 He KEPTBYyBAaTH COO0OI0, TOMY OI'HJIHO-
My MOCKaJeBi, IK OPOTATHYTH CIpaBy, KOJAH ApceH
paxye KOXHHH JeHb 06e3 Jina 3a BTpauyeHHH...

A moriM... HOTiM... aHy-K crpaBai i# yCMiXHETH-
ca macTsa? BoHa Myuuth ceGe cyMHiBaMHU...

IIpoGyBaru?... amaratucs?... 60poTHCH?...

Koau Kerri Tax mipkysana B rapaepo6i, no Hei
npubir Tpy6aitno i ckasas, mo ii ayxe npoxae To-
Bapul Komicap BainoB no kabiHery u. 3 Ha Beuepio.

Kerri yemixmysacsi — 10 31HBOBaHOIO KelbHe-
pa Kaxyuu, 110 3apa3 NpHife.

[Toxanause ,mpoury’”’ BiZKpHJO iH BCTyn HO Ce-
pexaunu, Kabiner u. 3 — e mpocropa KiMHara, yJaa-
JxkeHa 3 xkoMmdoproMm. Ha crini rapuuii robeqain, nig
HUM IIHDOKA OTOMaHa B SICKPaBUX MaJHUHOBO-4YepBO-
HuX GapBax. Mix BikHaMH BHCOKe TPIOMO, mOcepeau-
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Hi INIUPOKHMH CTiJj, 3acTejeHHl OGil0K CKaTepTHHOIO.
Kpicsa, Ba3OHKOBi KBiTH JONIOBHSAM OOCTAHOBY.

— Moe mnoBaxaHHf — CKPOMHO IpHBiTaJjacd
Kerti.

Bainos cuaiB Ha (orerni, OAATHEHHH y MJall,
i3 HIKypaTsHOI0 TEKOI0 Ha KOJiHaX; NeperasnaB Ima-
nepy, ki MabyTb caMe BUHSB.

Ha Kertun npupir xomicap oGepHyBcs. Jluie
POSIVIMBIOCA B IIHPOKIH ycMilImi.

— A, Kerri... noBaxasnns... [Ipomy cizartu i 3a-
YeKaTH OJHY XBHJIMHOUKY. TiJbKH meperyisiHy BaxHi
namepu...

Kerri ynaBana 6Ganmyxy.

— Er, mo Tam namepu! Maere yac Ha mpaimo
B Owopi. B ,Imnepisni” we Tpe6a mamepis. Tyt aronu
NpUXO0JATh 3a0yTH 3a CBOi OOOBA3KH, PO3BAXKHTHCA.

Bona migifima 6aM:xKue i nokJjana pyKy Ha Ko-
MicapoBe IlIeye.

— He wMoxHaA, AUTUHO — 03BaBCA TOH: —
3aBTpa MalwTb OYTH BaxHi BiHCbKOBi IIepeCyHEHHs.
Myuy nmeperisiHyTH HakasH, HOKyMeHTH... J1 3apa3 Oy-
Ay BIIbHHH... IpPOIIY CigaTH.

BiiHOB meperdasifiaB namepd, MyruKaB IiJf Hic,
KPYTHB 0/0BOI0. HapelTi 3J0XHB iX X0 TeKH, MO-
BicuB ii Ha Billano, 3BepXy NOBICHB CBif IJjam —
i ax rtemep, ycmixarouucsi, o6epHyBcs A0 Kerri.

— Temep MH MOXeMO NDHCTYNHTH 1 JXO 5, IM-
nepisgabcbKoi” mporpami. Ilpomy CKHUHYTH NJIAaIHK...

Bin cam momaraB i#i pO3ASAITHYTHCH.

— Xouy cborojHi 3 Bamu, Kerri, mupure moro-
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BOpUTH. DO 3aBTpa Mylly BHIXaTH Ha OTJSAIHHH:
¢hpouTy i He 3HAIO, KOJHU BEPHYCH...

— Ilpoury... 1 paza.. fK e TiTbKH BaM IpH-
€MHO...

Bona npucina Ha oTOMaHy, DOK/AaBIIH KOJO Ce-
6e CBOIO TOPOHHKY.

Ho kabinery BBifimuiu Tpy6aiino 3 Tauer, 3a-
craB/eHor Tapinkamu i 2Kopx. OcranHid, Xou 3eie-
HiB BiJ 3a3JpOCTH, ale IMiJAJecHO ycmixaBcs Ao bai-
HOBa.

— llpukaxere HakpHUBaTH, TOBAPHUINY KOMicape ?

Bin 3irHyBcsl B JbOKaHCHKil MOCTaBi.

BainoB Hex6ano0 KUHYB:

— Ilogmatn, mo Maere HaNKPAIIOTO.. TAa CKO-
pime... llTaMmana He 3a6GyTu!

Kopx i Tpy6Gaiio 3aMeTymHaucs KOJO CTO--
na. CKOpo CTix yxKke OYB 3acTaBle€HHH 3aKyCKaMH:
i BUHaMH.

— 3a roAMHy JaTH ,,KapKoe” # mecep...

I HiKOrO CIOIM He BIYCKATH.

Ke/bHepH BKIOHHIHUCS ¥ BHHIIIH.

Bainos nigifimos no Kerri, B3sB ii 3a pyky.

— Tpomy, Kerri, no crona. Ik y mac, y Moc-
KBi, KaxyTb: ,CseM psSIKOM Ja NOTOJKYEM Jal-
KOM”... A NOKHIO MpOMHIy, IO JacKa, CHeplly KOHs--
YOK, BUIIEMO 3a Te, IO NPHKpAIIy€e BCIiM KHUTTA — 3a
KOXaHHs1!

Bonu cian nopyu. BuainoB nmuB 6aratro — #omy”
crapaHHo migiuBasia Kerri. ToBopuB iif mpo Te, 1o
BOHAa nojo006aeTbcs HOoMy. XOu 3HaB yxe 6arato xi-
HOK, ajie HiOJHA4 He. BHK/HKa/Ja B HbOMY Takoi HecMi--
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JMUBOI HepilyyocCTH, K BoHA. O, iHII TO BiH Bizpasy
3100yBaB abo rpimmy, abo... ,,Hy, 3Buuaiino K Myx-
4MHA BMi€... BU ll€é pC3yMieTe... B XKIHOK — Kpaca,
y Hac — cuza...” AJie 3 Helo BiH He XOue TaK IOBOJIH-
THCS — XO04e, 100 BOHA AOOPOBINBHO MPOSIBH/IA HO-
My CBOIO cuMIariro. Bin 3po6urh ii miacausoio, 60
Mae I CTaHOBHILE i MaTepisibHI 3aCOOH.

Kerti kasana, mio % BiH il momo6aeTbest, i 1O
BOHA IUKOAYE, IO BiH Mae BHixaTH. Moxe HeKOHUE
HoMy Tpeba 3araHATHCS TYAM, A€ e ¥ KyJbKa $IKach
MOXKe 3a0/IyIuTH.

Hi, BiH MycuTb BHIXaTH Ha iHCHEKIiI0O (PPOHTY,
Ha nepeBipKy HacTpoiB Bificbka. BOHM roTyioTh Beau-
KM HacTyn Ha ,,[IeTJIOPiBIiB”, N[00 OCTATOYHO iX
pPO3rpOMHUTH. A siKk BOHH PO3TOPOLIATh Ti rafgamailb-
Ki 6anau, Toxi BiH BisbMe ii 3 co6or mo Mocksu. Yu
IOFOJAUTHCS BOHA?P

Uomy-x Oum Hi! Lle-k cnpaBxkHA Kapiepa AJas Hel
nepeixatu A0 TaKOi CTOJHIL...

Hy, fikmo Tak, TO BOHHM WIaMIaHOM MYCSIThb 3a-
IIUTH CBOIO YrOJY.

BainoB nsHIB i Bix BI/I'Ha, i Bix xaru. Hanue nBa
KeJIUXH BHHA i [IOYaB FOBOPUTU NPO Te, MO (haKTHY-
HO BiH yxe BBaxae Ii CBO€ XKiHKOKW. Bo-x 60ib-
IIeBUIbKI 3aKOHU NPU3HAIOTH TiIBKH AOOPY BOJIO Ta
3roJy CTOpiH, a 3anmuc y MerpukanbHi Kauru 3AIC-y
— IIe TiIbKH mycTa (popManbHicTh. OTKe BiH IigHO-
CHUTb TOCT 32 iXH€ KOXaHH{, sIKE CbOTOJHI Mae€ CTaTH
JiHCHICTIO.

— A uu He 3a CKOpPO BOHO? Bu-x MeHe Tak
_Mano 3HaeTe?
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— Y Hac — eHeprifiHUX JMIOJEH OJHA MHUTb i —
.«cnipaBa nosanHada! 2Kutrsi He yekae Ha Hac!

Kerri 6aunia, 10 Taku saimgaa 3ajanexo. Ma-
Ja Hajio Ha Te, mo BaiHoB mix if pbakiuBuMH 3a-
XOJaMH XYTKO VIIETbCH, i TOAI BOHA 3MO2K€ BHKOHATH
.CBill 3aMip: BUKDACTH 3 Te€KH mnamepH. Tox BOHA IPH-
TaKyBaJga KOXHil Haroji, koan BaiHoB nporoJorry-
‘BaB ,,3a Ioch”’ BUNUTH. Cama BOHA HHUUIKOM BHJHBA-
Ja yapkd a6o 1o Ba3W 3 IamnaHoM abo IO Ba3OHiB.

Bonu mizHOcHIM HOBHE TOCT 3a SKHMHCH Tam
yCIixX, KOJM HarJo B KOPHAOPi MOUYJIH UHich MOCHilll-
‘Hi KPOKH.

Baerie 2Kopxk yBech CXBUABOBAHUH: TPEMTiB,
K XOpT, HA MOpO3i.

BaiHOB NOrJssHYB Ha HHOTO JHUXOBICHO.

— Yoro Bu croaur — nepelukoxkyere! XTo Bac
KJIHKaB?!

B #ioro rosoci 6yJsa Bixe He NOrpo3a, a NPHUCYA.

— Bubauatite, ToBapuiny-komicape... BaxHa...
JIyaKe Ba)kHa cayk6oBa crnpaBa.. KoxHa XBUJIMHA J10-
pora... [Ipouy Ha XBUJIHHOUKY JO MEHE...

JKop2K MOKipHO CXHJHMB TOJIOBY.

— Ilpomy BuGauutu, Kerri... 1 3apa3 BepHycs
-— BXKe CITOKiMHimie ckasaB DJiHOB.

Bin mocTraBuB CBiff MOBHHII KeTUX HA CTil i pis-
KO KUHYB 2KOp2KeBi:
— Xoaimol...
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Opepxasmu  iHdopmauii Big Ulypxn Csuiuia:

Npo MiZ03pimoro MoJaoaoro 4onosika, Xopx Maixe
VIeBHHBCS, 110 I1e Taku KeTTHH KoXaHeup. Aje XTO...
XTO BiH? -
Yu Xopx y BectHOysi 3ycTpiuaB rocTed, uu
NPOXOAKYBABCS MO caJi, YU 3arasaas 4o Oydery i 10
KyXHi, BCIOJH HACTHDJUBO NepeciailyBajsa HOro AyMm-
Ka: XTO BiH TaKWi, TOH LIAaCJAHBHN CYNEepHHK?

Mumoxith npurajgas co6i Ty mepuiy BiAcid, sIKY
micraB Bix Kerti nie Toxi, sk y Micti OyaM ykpain-
ui, 1K B ,Immepisiri”’ GeHKeTyBaB TOH COTHHK, K BiH:
HasuBaecs? fimoo...

— $Im60! sImbol...

Haue mixTapka cepen HOui, OCBiTHIA KiMHATYy,.
TaK $ICHO CTasno HoMy Bix uiei aymku.

— Ile-x BiH! Bin!

Kopa ax 3acTHI HeNOpYLIHO Ha Micli BiJ He-
CHOAIBAHOTO BiAKPHUTTA: 1€ BiH — TOH MOJOJHMH CTap--
IIMHA, U0 OCTAaHHbOFO pa3dy OeHKeTyBaB B ,Immepis--
ai” 3 corHukoM $SlmbGom. Tak... Bin! XKopx BHpasHO
co6i mpuranxas, ik BoHU 3 Tpyb6aiiom me o06cayro-
BYBAaJHM Te TOBApHCTBO B cemapartui. Jlroci 6yaa 3 fAm--
o6oM, a Kerti 3 otuM. OTKe MiX HUMHU UIOCh €, KOJH
BiH ONHHHBCA aX TYT, 3 HEO.

— BiH — ykpalHCbKHI CTapliHHA Ta lie i3 mra-
Oy apmii, mepebpaHuii 3a uuBias... ficHo — mnurys!

... BuiimmoBimu Ha kopuaop, 2Kopx BixBiB baiHO-
Ba BOIK i MOYaB THXLEM BHSCHIOBATH HOMY HOBHHY,
3 KO NpHiImOB. YekicT CIMOBaxHIiB, HaBiThb WIKJsAHI
XMIJIbHi OYi MPOSCHIJH. B

[To3a ixHIMH COHHaMH PO3TOPHYJHCS NOPTiEPH
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3 kabiHeTy 4. 4, y JBepsX HeuyTHO mokasaBca Tpy-
Garino. [loGaumBliM 1O He3BHYaliHy napy Bizpasy
3pO3YMiB PO ILO BOHH MOXYTb pO3MOBIATH. 2Kop-
Ja BCi B ,Imnepiani” migospiBasud B 3HOCHHAX 3 ,ue-
ka”, i baiHoBa TakoX 3HaJIH.

Tpy6aiino cxoBaBcs 3a MOpPTiepy HEMOB CTO-
POXKKHMH KiHb, HACTaBHUB ByXa.

Yciei po3sMOBH BiH He uyB, aje H Te, IO HOXO-
JHJIO IO HbOrO, KHAATO HOrO TO B 2Kap, TO B XOJOA.
2Kopx posnosizaB BaiHoBy, mo imoBipHo B Kerrh-
HOMY IIOMEIIKAHHI XOBA€ThCAd YKPAiHCBKHUH IUNHIYH,
SIKOro BiH, 2Kop:k, 3Hae 0COOHCTO, K YKPaiHCBKOro
CTapliMHy. A 1O TOH ykpaiHeub Mae 3Bs3ku 3 Ker-
Ti, 3@ L€ BiH PyYHTb CBOEIO Tr0Jd0BOI0. BIiHOB Bigmo-
BiB, 0 BiH Hakaxe cTexHTH 3a KeTTHHMM momenl-
KaHHAM... TOI'O yKpaiHus nepexactb A06piil omiui, a 3
Kerri BiH y2e caM ymopaerbcs.

— Ilpomy g0 kaHueaspii, maHe TOBapHUIy-KO-
micape... Tam € TenedoH... a0 s JOBipeHHM HmicC/IaH-
HeM BiJillai0 MakeTHK...

Bonu minmniy.

Tpy6anao smipkyBaB, sika HeGesleKa 3arpoiye
Apcenosi, Kerri, a Moxe i oMy camoMmy.

MuTtTIO 3ackouMB 10 KabiHety 4. 3.

Kerri 6yna cama. B KinmbkOX cl0Bax 3siCyBaB iH
cutyauiro. Apcena Tpe6a siKHAHCKOpillle MONepeIuTH,
mo6 TikaB, 60 O6yne Gima. Ii, Kerri, Texx He oMuHe
Kapa, KOJH B Hel B xaTi apewTyioTh mnuryHa. Tpe6a
LOCb POOHMTH, Yyacy He MOXKHA TasiTH.

TpyGaiao BuOIr 3 KiMHATH.

~Kerri Ha xBuaHHY 3aay6ina.
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Tikatu? Axe-x, KoJau mo6auyyTb, 110 BOHA BTiK-
Jia, HapoOasATh anspmy. ToJi Bxke AaneKo He BTeyell.
Kpaiie nokunio He nojaBaTH BHUIVISLY, 110 BOHA 3HAE
PO COpaBy i CTEKHMTH 3a IOJIAMHM, MalOud Ha yBasi
rosoBHe: npucnaru bainosa.

[Tpucnaru?
3 nocnixom KuHyaacs Kerri 1o cBoei TOPOHHKH.
Ocpb BiH, TOH NmakeTWK — MoOp(iHa...

Bcunasna nopomox A0 KOMiCapoOBOTO KeJauxa,
pO3KosoTHIA JOxeuKkow. Kinbka pasiB ran6oko Bi-
AiaXHyJa, 100 3aCOKOITH HEPBOBE TPEMTiHHA CBOI'O
TiMa i cima Ha Kpiciao.

Y BifuMHEHUX JABepsAX CTAHYB ycMixHeHHH bBui-
HOB, 32 HUM fIKHIICh HEPBOBHUH, 3 HECAMOBHUTHUM BHpa-
30M 2Kopx.

Bias nmopora xomicap 3akiHUMB pPasMOBY:

— Ilogatu pmecep i kaBy i... Oijblie CIOAH He MO-
KasyBarTHcs... Posymiere?...

— Cayxato, maHe-TOBapHIly...

OnuHuBIIKCS Biu-Ha-BiY i3 cBOiM Boporom, Ker-
Ti SIKOChb 3acmokoinacs. 3 HEHMOBIPDHOIO CHJOK CIa-
JaxHyJ0 TMOYyTTs caMOOOOPOHM i miAGMAO BCi iHIII
IIOYyBaHHS.

— o Tam Tpanunocsa? — 3samnuTana 3 JErKuMm
XBUIIOBAHHSIM; Ta BXe 3 MEPUIHMM 3BYKOM TOJ/IOCY IO-
yysna cebe MmeBHilie.

— Hiuoro... npi6uu#i BUnagox — Bianosis Bui-
HOB: — Temep ke BifiHa... BCsiKke OyBae€... 0 XBUIHHH
I[OCb HOBOrO.

Bin nuabHO, cBepJayloud ii ouHMMa, AUBUBCA HA
Hei.
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— Hy, mo, Kerti, BUnemMo 3a Halle KOXaHHA?

— Yomy-x Ou Hi?

— L.. i BU 3anaumaerecd TYT 30 MHOIO?P

— [leBHo...

— 5lk mOBro cxouy?

— A HeBke-XK MeHi TYT MOraHo?

— Bac... HiXTO He uekae?

BiH 3HeueBsi KMHYB Ile NHTAHHs, a CaM CTeXHUB
3a pucaMu ii o6auuusa. Kerri ma rpy Bignmosizana
rpolo.

— JluBHe NUTaHHA. AJKeXK KOJH g TYT... TO 3HA-
YHUTb, MO XO4yy OyTH 3 BaMH... 3 TOGOIO...

Bona 3a1b0THO TpycHyJa Ky4epAMH i KOKETJH-
BO yCMixHyJacs.

BainoB 3HKM3aB pameHamu:

— [lo6auumo, 110 NpuHece HaM paHOK... Hy, To
3a Hame KOxaHHs!

— Jlo aua! — 3 3amanom Buryknyaa Kerri i og-
HUM JAYXOM BHUIIHJA HIaAMIIaHA.

" BaiHOB TakoOX BUIHB.

— Cranocsi... — Haue IOChb BiAipBaJoCs BiJ
Kertunoro cepus.

Tpy6Gaiino i 2Kop:x BHeC/H Ie fKiCb CTPaBH, Ka-
By, 3abpaau HemoTpiGHUI nocyx i Buiman. TpyGa#-
JIO KMHYB GaraToOMOBHHH norJsij Ha Kerri, Haue min-
6anpopyBaB ii. JlexBe NOMITHO BOHA NpUTAKHyJ/Ja rO-
aoBow. Lieit morasg poxasB KerTi BigBarv: BOHA He
caMma, He Oe3lmOMiyHa; € JWOJY, LOI0 TAaK €aMo JayMma-
I0Tb i BiUyBalOTh, SIK 1 BOHA; MOXe€ BOHH JOMNOMO-
JKyTb, NiATPUMAIOTb B OCTAHHI¥ XBHWJIHHI.

— HaBitb MmaMnaHCbKOro He MOXYyTb A00poOre
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JaTtH, a rpoii 6epyTh, — HEBAOBOJEHO OYpPMOTIB
BainoB: — Tpeba xi6a ropinkoio 3amuBaTH...

ITepexuiauB BeJHKY 4YapKy KOHSAKY.

Bainos sBanuBcs Ha oromany. Kerri mpukpuma
Woro nJiaimeMm, nanepu 3 TeKH BUOpasa i 3axoBaja Ha
rpyaax. OOGepexHO BHHINIA 3 KiMHaTH, 3aMKHYJa
JBepi i Kary yssaa 3 cobor. Y KopHaopi He 6yJo
HIKOro, BOHA BHCJAH3HYyJa 3aJHIMH [IBepuMa Mo03a
CIeHow i mobiria pozomy.

Yacy Oymo mamo. Xorina JeTiTH, a HOTH —
AKIChb HeCAyxHsHi, uyxi. XBUAHHM, L0 31ABAJUCH Ta-
KHMHU JOBTLHMHM, HiAraHsja TPUBOXKHA ayMKa: , Ko/ 6
He Mi3HO... KOJM 6 yCTHTHYTH... aHy X yxe 3aapell-
TyBaau?”’

Opna gymMxa o6xomuia BCHO 1CTOTY: MOGAYUTH
ApceHa XKHUBOro, BiIbHOTO; HepelaTH Manepu — JA0-
KasarH, 10 BOHA NPHCAYKHAACSI HOMY i CBOMY HApoO-
JIOBi, 9K MOrJa, fIK yMiJja.

IIle He 3Hana, IO XOYe 3POOHTH JAajdi, YA Mae
BTiKaTH BIepeJ, HAOCTIIN, Y4 NMOPAJZUTHCS 3 ApceHoM?
SIK6H TiJIbKH BCTUTHYTH, HAUTH XOY OJHY XBHJIHHOY-
Ky uacyl...

Ocp 11e npoOirTu U0 JOBKE3HY BYJIHLIO... Kilb-
Ka JOMiB...

B ii kiMHaTui cBiTiO...

bory, nsaxkyBatn — BiH — gomal...

Koau Kerri B6irma 10 KiMHATKH, JAedKy YacCHH-
Ky He MOIJa IPOMOBUTH CJIOBA.

— o 3 To6olo, Karpycio? — KHHyBCA A0 Hel
ApceH.
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[TocmimHO BUHsJAA 33a Na3yXH mamnepu i moja-
Ja. 3 OJHOrO MOrasAy BiH OLIHUB X BapTiCTh: HaM-
HOBIlUMH JAUCNO3UIIHO-ONepAaTHBHUN Hakas i3 pix-
HUMH HOSCHEHHSIMH, NOJAaTKaMH.

— Jle ue Ty B3ss1a, Karpycio?

— He nwuraii... yacy Hema... ApceHe, KOXaHHH,
‘Tikai... HerailHo, 60 Tebe 3aapeliTyrOThl... — moxan-
JIMBO i 31 CAbO3aMH B ToJIOCI KMJaJka CIOBAMH.

— X10? 3 AKOI NPUYHHH?...

_— TeGe nisnaB 2Kopx. Bin — uekict. Komicap
yepe3BHYANUKM VKe JaB Hakasd 3JO0BHTH Tebe.. BoHH
‘mi3Haau Tebe, 3HAXTh, A€ TH.

Apcen 3p03yMiB:

— 30uparica, Karpycroo... pasoMm Ttika#Mo... —
:Male HakasyBaB: — Hiuoro He maxyH, TiJbKHU Te,
10 HalKOHeYHilme Ha cebe i B pyky... Hy, ckopo...

Kerri mouana HepBOBO CKHMAyBaTH AO Ba/li3ou-
KM BCsiKi Api6GHi peui. ApceH CXOBaB Namepu ¥ ojus-
rascg. Munyqao xinbka xBuauH. Ha raHky 3aTynoTiaH
‘qUiCh KPOKH 1 1O KIMHATH BJETiB yBeChb JIOTHH 2KOpiK.

Bin He maB uacy uekard ax bJaiHOB BHiije 3 Ka-
.6iHeTy i JacTb sIKeCb TOYHE PO3NOps/KeHHs. BiiHOB
‘BUNepeuB Horo cBoiM ycmixom npu Kerri, Bin Bune-
‘peaMTh HOro Ttam, Je caMm IepeauyBae Jpyroro, e
‘HeGe3neynimoro cynepHuka. Bin pimiuB He uyekaTH
_Ha MPHUXiJ areHriB 3 ,4eka’, a MOTHaBCsA caM apell-
-ryBaTH mnuryHa. Kosau fforo oumaniza 3a3apictb He
.MorJa xocarTd kowmicapa baiHoBa, TOAl 3 yciero He-
‘HaBHCTIO 3BEPHYJIACH NPOTH TOTO MOJOAOIO YKpaiHiH.
: — Crin! Pyku BBepx! — 3apeBiB yekicT; B pyui
BiH TPHUMaB pPeBOJbBED.
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ApceH mpucayxaBcs — Ha raHKy, B CiHAX HiKO-
ro Oisbllle He UYyTH; OTKE BiH TibKH OJHH... HE Mae
NOMIYHHKIB. MUTTIO BUXONHB CBil pEBOJbBED i BH-
cTpinuB no 2Kopxka. Ha Hemacts peBOJbBep 3aTABCH,.
i He BucTpimuB. 3aku ApleH Mir BCyHyTH HOBHI Ha-
6i#1, 2Kopx migHiC pesoabBep, IKMH OyB HAaxXHJ/HUB Ha:
xBunuHy. Ta me mBuame Kerri kuHymacs Mix HHX
i Ha BCIO MOBXKHMHY 3aKpusaa co60r0 Apcena.

Haue asicHyB 6arir — miATATOI0 KBITKOIO BHana
Kerri Ha migmory.

Ynpyre nigHecTH pyky mxo crpiny 2Kopx yxe He
BCTUI — ApCeHOBa KyJsi MOLiJUJAa HOro B YOJO.

ApceH He po3yMiB, SIK ILle TaK yce XYTKO CTa-
Jgocs. Kunysca no KerTi, npuaI0XuUB ByX0 A0 rpyReH:

— Hi, g TiabkH B pyKy... — NpOIUENOTiNa BOHA:
— He BMpYy. AJe TH BTikail...

— Kerri, koxaHa, s He MOXY TeOe Tak camy...

— Mycuur... 3apa3 36iXKyTbCH JIOJH...

CnpaBni, 3aku ApceH Mir DIilIMTHCH 3aJUAIIATH:
caMy paHeHy JiBUMHY, KiMHaTa B2K€ BHUIIOBHHJACS CY-
cijamu:

— DBauwure TOro craporo AypHsl — TOBOpHJA:
Kerrti nokasyrouun Ha 2Kopxa — cTpinsiB 10 MeHe i3
3a3apouis... [1o6pe, o0 s Maaa peBoJbBep. Toi mnax,.
1[0 BOIr CIOAH NMepUiNi, He MaB YXKe yacy...

ApceH cTOfIB y:Ke NpHU JBepsX TaK, HEMOB OH:
HaJleXKaB [0 NPHHArigHUX TOCTeH...

— Tak, g XO0TiB... — npo0yBaB BiH MallHHaJIbHO*
LOCh CKas3aTu — Tpeba OW mo Jikaps...
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— CnoBHiTh cBifi 060Bsi3ok — ckasana Kerri
JIO HbOTO, MiJAKPECAII0UH KOXKHE CJI0BO, 1100 BiH 3pO-
3yMiB, 110 TYT He #ie npo ii pany Hi npo ii ocoOy.

Apcen 36ir no cxozxax i KpHuaB YCiM CTDiYHHM,.
o6 MOKJUKAIH JiKaps 40 TOi IIaHCOHeTKH 3 ,Imme-
pismo”. Vloro pyka tpuMaja B KHILIEeHi BBECh uac pe-
BOJIbBED — MOX€ 33 XBHJIHHY HOBa KyJas Oyje npH-
3HaueHa JJsi HbOTO.

Bin moBuHeH OyB BepHyTHCs Haropy a0 Kerri
i yekatTn — —

Tenep yxe He 6yn0 6 CYMHIBY, SIK CKiHYHJIACh
64 Taka cueHa 3a roAauHy, asi. Moro mnpucyTHicTBH
TiMbKK 30idplumia 6u BuHy Katpyci. Poscrpiasau 6
060ix. A rak Kpim XKopKa HIXTO 3 ueKicTiB He 3HaB:
NMEBHO, XTO came XOBaBcsA B KiMHarti Katpyci.

Bin imoB fixk0 Mora WIBHAKO BYJHIEI i CTpU-
MyBaB cebe, 11100 He 3paJUTH CBOTO [OCHiXy, He
3BepDHYTH Ha cebe yBar.

Temep yxe He MaB CyMHiBy 100 KoxaHHA Ker-
Ti. BoHa BpsATyBana HOMy JXUTTS BJACHOK  KPOBIO.
Mo2xe me 3anaaTUTb 3a e BJIACHUM KUTTSM... BiJl paHK
a6o uHa cyai. IlouyBaB jys ceGe sikychb JUBHY NOrop-
1y, IKOu BTikae i3 (poHTy. Moxe ne me ripma 3pa--
Ja — Ha (ppOHT He BCi HAyTh NOOPOBIMBHO, a MPH-
CAry KOXaHHs BiH CKJaB i3 BJacHOi BOJi.. OGiugB:
KerTi 3 Helo oapyxuTHCA i.. Temep MOKWAAE ii fAK
4yKy, BHpikaerbes ii.

Ta y xBUJIMHAX, KOJH JKOJMHA pilllae npo BJjac-
He XUTTA i 6aUUTb 4yXKy CMepThb, AyMKa NMOYHHAaE He-
pa3 mpauoBaTH 3 HE3BHUANHOIO SICHICTIO, 3 JbOrIKOIO,.
110 PiBHAETHCS CYBOPHUM 3aKOHAM CMEpTH.



138

Koxanus — Beauka piu 1 111 HbOrO JIHOJAN
2KEepTBYIOTHb yCiM, 3a6yBaroThb Hepas3 3a HaMWBHINI 06O-
Bsisku. Ta moHax KOXaHHA ocoOucTe 3iMMaeThCs IIe
BHUIIHH ifean: — a1000B OATbKiBIIHUHY, He erOiCTHUYHE,
«ce0enoOHe NMOYyBaHHsA, a cayxba igeanosi 3aradqy.

Hepas Ha mosi 600 Tpe6a MOKHHYTH HaKOIHK-
4oro gpyra i 6irru B araky, 060 pATYIYH THX, IO
BIIATH MOXKHA BHUPSATYBATH TiNbKH OJIUHHIIO, a IpPO-
rparu 6if, IO pillae mpo THCAYI Ta MIiMiOHH, TMPO
3aBTPilIHIN JeHb i MaNOYTHICTH.

Cepie 6uaocsi oMy B IpPYAfX Ha J0Kas, L0
BiH KOXae€, Ta 3apa3 NpH cepli Jexalau MamepH, Lo
HarajayBaJu IOCb BHULLe Bijf 60JiB i nOoTped BAACHOTO
«cepuga. O6pas Kartpyci cTosB yBech yac nepen Horo
OunMa i rHaB HOro BHepexA. BiH MycuTh sxHaHIIBHI-
e BijAaTH Ui manepd, 60 Bif HHUX 3aJ€XHTh YCIiX
Hactymy, a noriMm — —

[MoTim BiH rOTOB BEPHYTHCH CIOJM Iie pas, Ha
‘HOBY HeOesneky, mo6 not6auwru Kerri, pomomortu
1, y3atu 3 co6ox...

I TaK AyMKH BHIEPeIKYIOTb HOTO KPOKH, HOroO
LYMKH...

Kerri xorinu nmocraButy mix cyx, ane Bowa Oyna
HenpuToMHa. Ii BiICTaBHAM 0 WINMTANA 3 THM, IO
‘Hera#HoO, sIK BHJYyXKae, CTaHe Nepel BifCLKOBHM Cy-
JAom. Kinbka nHiB BOHa Jexasna B rapsauyli, misHime
JBJlaBajia HENPUTOMHY, 1106 $KOMOra MPOJAOBXKHTH
«CBOIO HEAYTY.
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Ha ¢ponri moaii 3miHsIHCSA 3 TaKO IMIBHJKi-
€TI0, 1O Tparefii OJHOrO MicTa CXOJMJH JO He3Hau-
HUX BHUNAJKiB.

Panime, Hix MoxHa Oysa0 cmojniBaTtHcs, 00ib-
LIEBUKH MYCiJH MDOKMHYTH MicTO. 3aKM BOHH BCTHUIVIH
3MiHUTH CBOI IJISIHH, HA LIbOMY BiJTHHKY BXe I10YaB-
Csl HOBHMH HACTyIl YKPAiHCBKHUX BIHCBK.

Tpy6aitno i Ha ue#t pa3 He 3a6ys npo Kerri. Bin
HaHfIBCA A0 MINUTaAbHOI CayxOu i 8yMmiB sIKOCh [i-
cTaTucsl 10 naBimboHy, xe gdexana Kerri. Koau 60ib-
IIEeBUKH €BaKyyBaJW CBO{X HeIYXHUX, BiH 3yMiB BHHe-
CTH il KpaJgpkomMa — OyUiM-TO 10 BiliCbKOBOTO aBTa
— JI0 KIMHAaTKH OJHOrO CTOpOXKa.

Hlo mymana co6i Kerri npo ApceHa, KOJH BiH
TaK HECNOJAiBaHO 3aJUIIUB ii?

[Ifo mymaB ApceH Ha cBOGOJi, KOMH BOHA IpPH-
XOJAuJIa MOMYy HA AYMKY 1 BIiH He MIir MaTH Bing Hei
3BiCTKHU P

JIroguHa y mmnutani mae 6arato yacy, o6 me-
pelyMaTH CBO€ XHTTH i BiAJiMUTH B HbOMY NPOMEHi
BiJ TiHeH.

JlroarHa cepé,u; 60iB Ha (POHTI JErKo BYHUTHCH
JKEpTBYBATH CBOIM XHUTTAM i IIHMUTH HOro 3a HaWKo-
poTli 3BHYAHHI XBHJIHMHH — CIIOKOIO.

[liB roauHu micas TOro, fAK 4YacTHHA YyKpaiH-
cbkoi apmii, me cay:xuB ApceH, Hasaja BepTajacs IO
MOKHHEHOr0 HEeJIaBHO MicTa, - ApceH 3HaB yxe, IO
Kerti 3anmumumnacs Tyt i — XKuBe...

— 3Haem mi0 — ckasaB i ApceH — 3poOHMO
BCIM TBOIM TOBapHILKaM BeJUKy HecnoAiBaHky. [lige-
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MO 10 ,Imnepisaro’ gk rocrti i 6yfeMO JUBHUTHCH H&
1le BUIOBHIIE, IK UYXKHHILi...

— I g 3amoBI0 AJs1 CBOIX TOBAapHUIIOK TaKy CO-
JiHy POJUHHY Beueplo, sKOK NPHUAMAKTh HaNHOMHXK-
YUX, CKaXiMO Ha iMAHHHM...

I xomn BOHM AWM BYJHMLSAMH py4-06-pyd K
Ilapa 3aKOXaHHX, 3a0yBa/y, IO B OTOMY CaMOMy Mi-
CTi BOHH OyJu reposiMH Tparenil i mo mosa MicTOM
ine Hajganm Gopotb6a 3a cBobojy i 3a Te y 1O a10-
JHMHA BipHTb Ha AHi CBOI'O Cepus.
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